THE JEWISH REGNAL YEAR
(Neo-Babylonian and Persien Periods)

In the preface to The Chronology of Ancient Nations, Edward Sacheau makes
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ah m&q«ﬁe&’s@a&b&e assertion. He says: No number in amy chromological table

- . 1
can be considered correct, as long as it is not proved by computation to be so.

In the fece of this sigeificeant challenge one cemmot but wonder what will be-

come of all the indisoriminate dates eppearing in twentleth century monographs,
and what lmpression they will make upon students who succeed to our generation.
*‘; a.w-e.nl.mm;:» pri L .
Ménx‘kdates . are based upon no proof whatsoever, and have in fact been continu-
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ally on the change. They may therefore belongﬁ:bo an unattested outline, or

wh whn -
else to no outline at all. The trend of modern research appesaws—bo accept at

face value the inscriptional dates, but the question at once arises whether
. n.f...i&:.,: .t,‘,-u-uéw

today's evaluation of theﬂ‘;‘agsgwiaaa records will hold unless given more proof

than has as yebt been applied. It is mot enough to submit an historical epoch

to a triasl and error computation whose resulbant figures merely conform to
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unproved initial postulatess < T R T o .

The modern rabbinical calendar can be extended back to ancient times; butb
its fio’ti‘tious moleds, which do not allow the fifteenth of Nisan to occcur on
Nondey, Wednesdey, or Fridéy, could not conform to the OT days of the week,
or to the OT dates, which are definibtely tied to the perturbabtions and ine=-

or ey chronological outline,

qualities of the moon. We knmow this because every calendar,thet is based up-

" on observation of the moon must necessarily teke in‘coAaccoun'b the moon's anom=-
aly and irreguler motion. Observabion of the moon means all of tha;ut. However,
the Bible does not mention in detall the complex principles of 1unar motione
Hence we just set them aside, end in our biblical reckoning are tempbed to em-
ploy & calendar that also sets them asidelz It is said thaet any calendar is
correct if one knows how to use it. If the student therefore understands that
& table is not based upon the moon's anomaly snd inequalities, then no con-
fusion will result in 'the use of it, for the user will know that he could not

& ..
thereby check the exactness of eny synchronism in the Bible.
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Similarly, intercalation as such is not described anywhere in the Scrip-

. m
tures; yet this indispensable lunar principle is fully ’\presented in the Bible
. first
by the simple expedient of tying the paschal fuld moon to the full moon of

barley hervest. At passover time a sheaf of ripe barley was waved in the tem-
€ Seare 232 10,11)
ple on the sixteenth of Nisana In this memmer an encient lunar dabe was made

%o coincide with the sun-ripened harvest--a solar evente The invembtion is
very old, and resches back ve;ry early in both Jewlsh and Babyionian 1’1:’Ls1:ory.5
Tt hes now been replaced in the rabbinical tables by a nineteen year oycle, .
which is pure caleulation and no longer conforms to the cycle of an ancient
agricultural calendare .
We repeabt: no lunsr table whose compubtation sets aside the anomaly and in-
equalities of the moon, and also the ancient method of intercalebtlon, can pos-
sibly conform to’z?:éiblical outling in chronology. The number of dates in the
Bible may be small, but every one belongs to a specific calendarfmﬁégamie&‘;
and is as imporbant to chronology as an eclipse. The purposs of this study
is to demonstrebe the working of the Jewlish yeear in rthe Neo-Babylonisn and
garly Persian eraiviWe have chosen this ere as one that particularly illus=-
trates a period when the Jew§ for a time still had kings of their own to ac-
count for‘; and When at the seme time and later|also, their writings had to re-
cord the regnal years of foreign'lcings. Many cities fell in this period--
: Tyre (575),
Nineveh (612), Carchemish (804), Jerusalem (586),,Bebylon (539), Thebes (528),
Besn e enad e

end the Jewish reckoning of foreign evemnts nicely wrepresenkts the c:hjiei“ forms -
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Outline of the Sixth-Seventh Centuries B.C.
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The period oublined on the accompanying chart and the regnal years intro-
duced are based upon many inscriptional docmnen"‘cs.4 The Babylonian year begean

b
in the spring, and it is so represented on the chart. The king list includes

four Assyrian kings, six Bebylonian kings, and three Persiam, who together



nearly perallel the XXVIth dynesty of Egypt (566-525 B.Cy) Also the first
half of this era covers forty years of the last five kings of Judaﬁu-from the
thirteenth of Josiah to the eleventh of Zedekiah. A.nd'in addition, there are
the thirty-seven years of Jehoiachin's captivity in Babylon, which extend
from the eighth of Nebuchadnezzar to the first of Amel-lMdrdulk, as described
by the writer of I/I:lKings and the seribe who completed the recqrd of Jeremiah.
The major part of Jehoiachin's captivity period is feabured by Bzekiel's
prophecy, which includes more lumar debes then any other single book in the
Biblexxfourbosn-—slbegeshers The dated chaptefs, with three exceptions, rep-
resent a chronological seguencey, znd-Lhe-prophegies ~are. indiceated.in, the--ont=-
Fw-by-the seriesofuspald-dobs in the.years from.892-vo-5fe. The early
-dates are a year or so apart; but the messages at the time Jerusalem fell were
close together--only a few weeks apart. - The purporE of these final communi-
cations is obvious. For the most part they relate to the fall of Egypt, and
Aaradrloss :
hence wereﬂ;}n&h&b&y given as a warning to the Jewlsh captives against lock=

ing to Egypt for support. We-shall Shériljeimlyre-the Ezekiel year and its.

o
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Empmrbant ~-yelabidn bo~the-chronclogy hfrgoublihedv

There are four forms of calendar re_presen’céd in this outline: (1) Julien,
(2) Bgyptian, (3) Bebylonien and Persism, and (4) Jewishe The Julian year is
the chronologer' s year; It is a calendaf measursment whﬁ.ch has been adopted
for the interpretation of anclent records. Its new year was on January 1,
which marks +the earliesﬁ year beginning in the outline until the yéar 621 B.C.,
during which the Egyptian new year occurred J[:wi‘c.e in the ysar-~January 1 and
December 3l. The Egyptién year Was éﬁlpléyed for the Pbtolemaic kings snd eclip-
sese In 626 B.C., 1 Thoth occurred on Janvery 27, and in 515 B.C., on Decem=
ber 30. As time advenced, the Thoth new year receded at the rate of omne day
every four ;y'ears.f Certain inscriptions and documents equate the Egyptian year
with the Persian, as in the Cambyse 400 Tablot’and the Assuen pe.pyri.s

Three eclipses occur in this Babylonian-Persian period, and each one is



tied to the regnal year of some king. Theyfﬁyerefore not only fix the Jul~
ian years in the outline, but the;i;gint ou;i;he relation of the Julian year
' (821 B.C.) o L5 Thon Taamtshas 1
Abo the Egyptien year ,of the Ptolemalc canon,m(Z) o the Babylonien regnal
year (568 B.C.)Z and (3) to the Persian regnal year (523 B.C.). In other
words, these eclipses show that the Julian new year on Jenuary 1 began first;
second,,§here next followed Ehe Bgyptian new year, a.Janbary.event .. = at
least up to 521 B.C.; and thirdghthere then began the Babylonien New Year on
1 Nisan--a March-April event. The season of the Jewish new year remains to
f;‘»x,u.n.ﬁ:ftw..«m . '

béKdemonstrated.
The Ancient Jewish New Year

The earliest known year, both in Israel and Babyloﬁia was aubumn-begin-
ning.s The months were even numbered from the autumn,g The ancient calendar
wes agriculbtural, probebly similar to the Nile calendar of the Egyptians,lo
and the months were given agrieultural nemes, as the old Canaanite names of
the Bible indicate.ll With the Palestinian farmer, the end of the summer was
the end of the year, and the coming of the early rain was the beginning of a
new years 2 Just éo the "end of the year" (going out of the year), as in Ex.
23:16, is an expreésioh based upon culture of the land. The word‘ ap=-
pears to be éharacteristic of the sun's revolution (Ps. 19:8), as if beginning
from the fall of the vear (Exf 34:22). gg;iiifzgg%%%@y, the word when
used with is still more specific of the sun's mobiom. The phr&se is com=

1

monly tramslated "turn of the year," and probably relates to the time when the

sun crosses the esquator. There are only a few instances of - in

s
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the Bible, and the conte,uaémpiiesvwhich season is mean#—nvernal or autumnal.
é%é%-the time of the exodus, Jehovah commanded that the passover month
Abib should be counted as the first month of the year (Ex. 12:2), and ever
since, this has been good Jewish practice. However, the fact fhat the number-
ing of the year Waé ever chenged--even though by divine order--has supplied‘a

rule of procedure with some who otherwise would fail to make the outline of
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biblical chronology conform toﬂdates and-figures. Begrich is one such. He

[

proposes & change of year from autumn to spring in the time of Hezekish.

But Welhausen is equally cerbain that in the time of Josiah a king's reign

lora g
L G “; in the autumn-14 On the comtrary, from almost the same texts, Kugler

concludes that the Jewish year changed in the spring%s Levy has a similar
conclusion.16 Others insist that the Jewish people adopted a spring—begin-
ning year in Bebylon, and returned to Palestine with the same calendar. And
biblical

all the ,dates of these various compubers are colored by theirAarguments with
reference to the beginning of the Jewish years

It is impossible Lo conneet the reigns of Jewish kings with an outline of
Babylonien and Persian kings unless we knOW‘egactly ﬁhen the Jewlish regnal
year began. Furthsrmore, the ch?onolcger must also know what calendar the
Jewish writers used when mentioning the réigns of fofeign kingg~-=whether spring
or autumn.beginning.' Biblical practice varies with regard to this. The whole
pattern is also blased by the pdssibility that the chromologic trend of.a
prophet or chronicler may be interjected with dates from a foreign calendar--
interpolated by some sditor or scribe. And in addition, the Jewish accessiun-
year must be understood, and any Hebrew expression defining ite Then there
is also the very sigunificent but much garbled Ezekiel chronology which belongs

el offer . puevies proof of: the. period-bowhich- they belong.

to this pericd--altogether fqurteen consecubive dates,, Obviously, it is an

inconsistent comelusion that ome simple rule could govern all this important

history, and we are Iaced w1th the problsm Ol asoortalnlng The method of com=
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putation whlch ‘each blbllcal writer rmploypd. We now present oeveral argunents

L) i (2)
show1ngkuhat the Jewish year began in the uuuumn, andjthatdﬁhls kind of year
-»:(,L)!; e

was common among the Jews in Babylon, and ,after- the return from the capbtivity.
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1. Josish. This young king s work of reform began when he was twenty years
old: for "in the twelfth ysar [of his reign] he began to purge Judsh end Jeru-
selem from the high places, and the graves, and the carved images, and the mol-

. " :
ten images (2 Chrone 34:3). The work of cleansing proceeded throughout the



“oities of Manasseh, end Bphraim, and Simeon, even unto Naphtali' (verses 5,
6). The eighteenth year of Josiah's reign had come before his reform had been
completed, and the temple was still to be cleansed (verse 8)e Somebime within
this eighteenth year--in the eighth month, according to the IXX-=Joslah began
to repair the house of God, and for this purpose the people were bringing an
offering of silver to the bemple (2 Kings 22:4; 2 Chron. 34:9).

This silver collection was the traditional offering for building and re-
peiring the house of God. The actual silver in the originel collection was
used to meke the hooks and sockets of the tabernacle (Ex. 38:26-31). This
of fering was beken up in the autumn, sbout six months after the exodus, and
became traditional under the momarchy (2 Kings 12:4,5)s And so David without

doubt took up his magnificent offering for the new temple in the autumn after
the hervest returns were ine On this occasion, Solomon was enointed king the

second time (1 Chron. 29:22).

It is important to teke nobe that the addition by the IXX to the NI date
in 2 Kings 22:3-~ -~is consistently supported by Lucian,l7 and
that this silver collection in the time of Josish is comsequently in harmony
with the encient half shekel Tax of autumn origin. Therefore, since bthe silver

tax for the repair of the temple was in operaticn in the eighth month in the

sighteenth year of Josiah, and since the subseguent pessover was observed in
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the same eighteenth year of the king, :'etu,.i.s.‘..fc.onsis:tent__jzéi“conc'é"'lude that the
king's reign did not chenge in the spring of this year, a:ad hence mus‘b have
changed on the ensuing first of Tishri.

Consequently Josish's notable and much discussed passover in his eight-
senth year was coincident with the Ptolemale eclipse on April 22, 621 B.C.
The ‘eclipse oceurred early ‘in the morning of 13 Nisem (April 22), and the moon
msé full at sunset on that day in when the paschal lambs were be-
ing siain. The eclipse doubtless had a profound effect upon the people. We
know that this d.ating is correct, for if we shift the calendar backward one
year, then the eleventh of Jehoiakim ends on the seventh of Nebuchadnezzar,
con‘prary to 2 Kings (24:6,12., And 1f we advance Josia.}l's eighteenth one year,

have vl mad, ’\--"{.‘"7.{’- i g ,ﬁ_ﬂ,ﬁ

then the siege of Jerusalem would JHegun on the eighth of Zedékiah,/\con‘brary
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to 2 Kings 26:1; Jer. 39:1; 52:4; Ezek. 24:l. Thus this Pbolemalc eclipse
ties together four calendarse.

Jeholakims. The Josiah dating just outlined males the fourth of Jehoiakim
coincide with Nebuchédnezzar‘s accession year and his first year--the latter
part of one end the first part of the other. Jeremish also equates the fourth
of Jeholelim with the first of Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. 25:1).18 It is guite ob=
vious thet the prophet is using the Babylonian calendar for his Babylonisn
dates On the other hand , Josephus equabes the eighth of Jehoiskim with the
fourth of I\Tebuchadnézzar s and thereby employs his own native calendar.lg The
interesting feature in this synchronism lies Z"Ln the fact that if one date is
moved, then the other is disturbed. These two dates therefore lock in posi-
tion two calendars-=Jewish and Babylonian. |

On the date--~fourth of Jeholakim = the first of Nebuchadnezzsr-~Jeremish
offered his wine cup of fury to all the nations (Jer.25:15ff). The prophet
was not yet shut up in prison. In this same fourth year, as soon as Necho
reached Carchemish on the Euphrates (Jei-"? 46:2), Jeremiah gives a realistic
description of the battle! -A little later, we find him shut up in prison,

and mentioned in Jer. 36:5.
probably as described in chapters 19 and 20, , He #en calls Baruch and die=
tabes to him &ll his prophecies, and then asks theb the roll be read to the

people on the fast dey. These incidents occurred in the fourth vesr of Jehoi=-

ekim, in the fifst year of Nebuchadnezzar, and during the spring snd summer

| moﬁths; When Baruch read the roll on the fast day in t;hen ninth month, the con-
w3 LR i A,

text shows that the dmels year had changed to the fif‘tl:zb;f.‘ ﬂ\}“ﬁ_’; r;ignc.(J era

36:9). The regnal year must therefore have change‘d on the first of Tishri.

Zedekigh. Nebuchadnezzar made Zedekiah king, and took Jeholachin captive

to Babylon at one and the same time (2 Chrone 36:10)¢ In this connection, the

S
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the eighth year of Nebuchadnezzar's relgn)with the "turn of the year."l This

- coineidence could have occurred only in the aubumn, for if we locate these in-



cidents in the spring, then we discover that the "turn of the year" at the
time of the spring equinox occurred in the seventh of Nebuchadnezzar, contrary
to 2 Kings 24:12.

From the foregoing episedes; it should be clear that the Jewish year be=
gen in the aubumm, and that its new year came after that of the Babylonian
spring new year. It therefore happened that during the spring and summer sea-
son, the Babylonien regnal year - -~was . counted one higher than by correspond=-
ing Jewish reckoning. For example, consider the eclipse in 523 B.C.-~the sev-
enth of Cambyses. This eclipse occurred on July l6--an event between Nisan
end Tishri. The Julien, Egyptian and Persian calendars each record this as-
tronomical event in the seventh year of the Persian king. On the Jewish cal-

.Eecessarikyl . _ ] ﬁ%
endar, however, it was,counted as the sixth year of the Persian king. !lAnother
interesting instance of such reckoning is found in Daniel 10, where, in the
“third year of Cyrus,” Daniel is seen fasting and praying during the paschal
period in behalf of the temple project in Jerusalem. He had been keeping such
vigils for a long time it appears (Dan.9:3,17). His dete~=the third of Cyrus~=-
is obviously Persian; for when we plck up another reéﬁrd of the same period,

“we find the writer of Bzra stating that the corner stone was laid "in the sec-
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ond year of their coming" (BEzre 3:8). Ezrs's "second year" in Jewish time
was exactly the same as Daniel's "third year" in Persism time, for the inci-
dent happened iﬁ the spring. The prophet fasted and prayed for three weesks in
Nisen, end within a week the corner stone was lald in Jerusalem and his pray-
er was answered (1 Esdras 5:575.

Stili further sxamples of these staggered regnal years arazfound in the

equetions of the Assuan papyri. Papyri J and X are good illustrations. In

this period, the Thoth new year came in December, and in Egypt, the Persian

21
king's year was then changed, while in Babylon, the same regnal year did

not change until the followlng springe The equated dates in Papyri J and K

are as follows:
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12th of Thoth, year 9 of Darius [p# Bgypbtl = 5rd of Chisleu, year 8 [i4 Persial
9h of Athyr, year 14 of Darius [Bgypt] = 24%th Shebat, year 13 (Persia] e
2. Jewish Regnal Year in Babylon |

The prophecy of Ezekiel shows how some Jews at least marked time in Beby~
lon. There are seversal dated texts in Ezekiel that answer the question with
respect to Jewish time during the capbtivity. In Ezelte 24:1 we read:

Again in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in the tenth dgy of the month,

" the word of the Lord came unto me saying,

Son of man, write thee the name of the day, even of this same dgy: the
king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem thls same d&ye

The foregoing text is also recorded by the writer of 2 Kings (2 Kings 25:
1), by the prophet Jeremish (Jers 39:1), and by the scribe who completed Jer-
emiah's record (Jer. 52:4). The siege began in the winter on January 17, ae=
cording to Passover reckoninge. % In this season be‘tﬁeen Tishri and Nisan, &
a Jewish dabte in Babylon would necessarily be exactly the seme as its corre-

sponding Jewlsh date in Palestine. This same dsy, the divine pronouncement

stated, the king of Babylon set himself against Jerusalem. This Text identi-i.:

fies the chronology of Ezekiel with that in Palestine. We thereby know that
the ninth yesr of the de jure year of Jeholachin was the same ss the nimthipear
ofv'bhe de. facto reign of Zedekish. If we advance Fzekiel's outline six months
%o a spring-beginning year, then in the winter an "eighth" of Jehoiachin would
match Zedekish's “nix\th." On the comtrary, if we rebard the Ezekiel outline

24
six months, then Jeho:l.achln s captivity began in the seventh of l\Tebuchadnezzaro

¢ Ao n te
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In Ezek. 4011, we have a hapex 1eg,omenon--— A This phrase is

tremslated Min the beginning of the yesr,” without doubt because the word

~is used a number of times in the OT Yo signify begimming. Bub literally, this

" The seme expression is not found

Brekiel phrase means "head of the year.
elsewhere in the 0T, and from it the modern rebbinicel calendar has apparent-

Iy derived its nsme Rosh Hashana, which hes been applied only to the first

_dey of Tishri. In Ex. 12:2 Abib is described as the "head of the months.®
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But in Ezek:40:1, the head of the year, as in our modern Jewlsh calendar, is
the first day of the seventh mon‘bM On the tenth day of this month, otherwlse
known today as Yom Kippur, Bzekiel was given his wonderful vision of the new

temple. Thus we have Ezekiel's personal witness to the autumn~beginning of

the Jehoiachin capbivity year.

PR

Ezek. 26:1 is also a text tha't'?. ties itself inmbo an aubumn-beginning calen=-
dere This text first informs the prophet that Jeruselem had fallen~-an event
which occurred on the tenth dey of the fifth momthe Tyre, Edom, Moab and
Ammon were all clapping their hands over the flall of the ciby (Ezek.25:6; Lam.
2:15). Edom stood in the crossway to cut off fhose who had escaped. Divins
reaction was immediate, and "in the first day of the momth'--Elul, the only
month left before the new year wéuld begin--the prophet is told that Tyre -
should be destroyeds Nebuchadneszzar began his 'siegev of Iyre in §86 B.C., al=-

most immediabtely after the fall of Jerusalem. He besieged the city for thir=-

I Y

5 : LR
teen years, and Tyrs finally fell i 573 B.C. (BzekaR9:17)e

1!

5. The Jewish Year After the Capbivity
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AMTALYS IS 0OF OUTLIKE

1. The Pbolemalc year, based upon the Egyptian year, is tied to the Jul-
ien series of years by two eclipses-~April 21, €21 B.C. and July 16, 628 B.C.

2+« The Fabylonlan year is Nisan~begimning in this teble. It is linked
te the Ptolemeic year by the same eclipses, and by ome full moon date--July 4
068 B.C. The Zabylonian king lists are r-om*rmed by many inscriptionse

o Ty - U SG‘ i
e The Jew:mh\y rs are, memy of 'I:hem double calendar dated--Jewish and
BebyLonian. VT]»%L. Wes common ‘proactise in that period. It was also common for

each nation orfprovume to have its own calendar. The relationship between
the Jewish and Pabylonien regnsl years is established by the following simple
equations at the hands of four diffsrent wribers:

ae 11th Zedekish in Ab = 19th Hebuchadnezzar (2 HKings 28:2,8; Jer.52:5,12).
e 10th Zedekiah = 18th Hebuchadnezzar (Jere32:1).

‘ ce 4th Jehoialim = lst Nebuchadnezzar (Jer.256:1). 1 Probably a summer dote,
for Jeremiah counts the subsequent Sth month as the 5th of Jehoiakin (Je rwG.E‘ Je
de 9th Zedekish on 10 Tebet = beginning of alage((? l’ll"{:“‘ 26:1; Juruszlﬁ
E"elf’uu_».l) B !
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If Zedekiah s calendar is advanced six months, it iz moved out of renge of
siege dabe. II retarded six momths, Lis 10th anc 11th years sre dislodged

. « . g a - — N
their connsetion with i-=ebuchadnezzaz* 5 101;71 and 1Juh yearse ALlso dehnle=

p . f
. kim s 4th year would thereby by disconr 18t year.
sHme &

. & 500
oo Froim these It We 'there-l'u. e concludc, that uI’ r in thig
i -

f e

t was frequent-

o J
v zeriod was fall-beginning, as represented in the table, and t i
ly aguated with the springmbeginning Babylonian year.s On the contrary, Joseph-
,us uses the Jewlsh cale mlau" 101* boLl Jowish and Babylonian kings, and bl’lE‘?T’G ap=
gar to abe

in the cloulng paragraphs of Jeremi-

Y CLFEL s ‘.._‘l_.‘,“
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Lo t 1 ou flaxr-sd&to '51“8 Jewish fall=be beginning
calendar. There are two locks~-one t the D—wlumlnb and one &t t’ end of the
F=year pericd. Jeholachin's three months' reign and surrsndsr to Hebushadnez-
zar are tisd to the 8th year of the Babylonien king (2 Kings 24:12). At the
retirn of the year'=m=pro uably at the sutumn equinox-=-Jshoiachin was talken cap=

J
tive o Banylon, and Zedekiah was wmade king., I the Bzelki &1 series is moved
in

e back six months to a spring-heginning year, the _orago ng incidents checlk with
the Pth inktead of with the 8th of Nebuchadnezzar. If it be advanced "ﬁ"c
months, it will be wmoved ocubt of rangs with the month Adar in Awel-lMarduk's lst
years :

In Ezek.40:1, the prophet introduces the term "heed of the year," or Ro
leshana. The eupression is not used elsewhere in the 0T, =nd his vision on
the tenth day of this scvsnth mond h was apparently given in recognibion of this
solemn Jewish festiv al d IO lie x debe
nx-op’i'lc-*l:. thereb

menbth =g the

ing the Pesrsion
Tzre vled to the

Lfber the capbiviby we find (a) Haggaei and Zechariash u
‘ .

calend:zu‘, {b) Daniel also using the same, and (c) the.rscord o

Jewlsh culendar. These calendears can sasily 'e demonstrated:

o
®
1.
©
t

ne Thers are U detes in Haggal and Zscharidh, ranging from the €th to the
"11Lh months v:ithout any choange of regunal year. These prophets must therefore
Lave employed a spring-beginning calenlar.

‘0

be Tn the "third year of Cyrus,” Daniel is festing and nraving durine the
o 5 . (=] I v 5 ﬁ:
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paschal season--ostensibly in behalf of the sanctuary at Jerusalem, whosk
corner stone had not yet been laid., However, "in the second year of their

b e coming," the stone was leid. Esdras snd Josephus call it the "second yesr

ot whisn OF Cyrus..s" M%tre Was, 8 sumer event wher the third of Cyrus on the Persian cal-

endar was, ©} s Same—as the second of Cyrus on the Jewish calendar. This inci-

_ dent is therefore witness to the Jewlsh reckoning of Ezra.

- ju.ﬂ.\-'u.n LN

ce Nehemiah is a second witmess To Ezra)'s Jewlsh calendar. HNehemiah pre-
sents the Jewish date "20th of Artaxerxes,”, for he has no change of year be-
tween Kisleu and Nisan inclusive. If in Nisan the Jewlsh date was 20 hArta-
xerxes, then the Gorrésponding Persian year must have been 21 Artaxerxes in
that time of year. But 21 Artaxerxes Persian = 444 B.C. Hence 20 Arbaxerzes
must equal the same Julien date. Therefore 7 Artaxerxes = 457 E.C. Jewlsh.
However, in Persien time, 4587 B.C. = 8 Artaxerzes. Consequently 7 Artaxerxes
was Jewlsh and 8 Artaxerxes was Persian at one and the same time. Ilence
Ezra was obviously using the Jewish calender the same as Nehemiah.
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