| ANCIENT JEWISH CAIENDAR CONSTRUCTION II -

Thére is significent and impressive history comeeted with every Bibllesl
date. It 1s the purpose of this meries to place belore readerss of The Minis-
try deperdable methods by whioch the ahrbnologivcal putline of both history and
prophesy can be submitted to proofe These metheds are besed upon the princl-
ples govemiﬁg- the anecient Jewish calendar, and upen the eeloulation of the
dey of the wéek when oeourring in any Biblleal date.

The smoient Jewish yesr, so far es the oslender was conserned, begsn in the
spring. Sinee ‘bhe_time of Moses, the Jewlsh months he.vé alweys been numbered
from the _s'pring ,1 oven -bhéﬁg;h a_king”s mién mey have been reckonsd from the .
£1l. Approximsbely the firet seven months of the yesr comprised the peried
of the smaprificlsl fessts, which were cemasci;éd with the harvesbe of field,
yine, =nd trees During the remsinder of the yeéar, adj.ﬁé‘bmmrbs were méde in the
1§ng;bh. of eertain mon‘l:hs in arder -ba balense the lemgth of the yesr wi‘hh the
, cmirxs-e of the mm ‘and moon. Frequently & day wes eﬂdeaél +o the eig;’bth menth,
axéd now and agaﬁ.n 8. day wes taken ey from the ninth. A whola Junar month was
added every ’hwa or three years-~sommonly seven times in n:!.ne*baen years to be

axant. This praeedure was termed “Mtnmalatim,“ emd the ruling wes ordered

only by pries‘a oY patria.rch. Both Jews and B&bylanﬁ.ans began their year wi:bh

the firs‘b new moan afber 'bhe verna.l aquﬁmox;5 but if the cmseen‘h moon wem aaen,

even -cm' 'bh-e equinox , 0F 8 1ittle before, Jthen the year ’bsgan 29 davs led:er,
with the subsequent visibility of the mext new mooN.

The hahdamaﬂ s Or seven—da;y period, ‘also pleyed eui;s‘canding part in the
construction of the smoient Jewish salendare The Passover on the Jewlsh "foupr-
teenth" ovourred as the 1a.!r!:a’ dey of the first fortnight of the years the feust
of Penteocost vape on ‘bhe‘fi.ftiefth dey--seven weeks plus ome dgy=~ofter the
foust dey of un’.téavéned breed; the seiren-dsy _feagh. of Tabemanies begen on the
next day afber the first fortnigﬁt in Tighri--the month whiail followsd the in-

géther‘ing of the oil and wine. - The lew rend
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"Thou shalt observe the feast of tabernesles seven desys, afiter that thou
hait -ga.’chered in thy corn snd thy wine." Deuts 16113

The Saerifioial Period

The :ma;}or feae‘bs were all connsuted with the harvest peried. .The Passover
and Feaat of mlamned 'breaﬁ oams a-b the very begluning of barley harvest s
whem a ripe shaai‘ gould be offaredy Pan*beaes*b-—-a one«day fastivs.l—-oaaurmd
s:b tha end af wheecb hmest when lysves of bread sould be made of flour for
__ths eﬁ‘aﬂng; and Pebernesles was e.ppoizrbad s the mext dsy after a long pere
yod of hebdemadu felimwing Pentecost, and after the hervesting of the oil end

*bhe win _ Thmx 5 1i‘t:‘ble mora then the firsk half of the Jewlsh yéar was glven
ewer -l:e -t:he :t‘eﬁ‘tal saorifices, , while #nlender sdjustment wes a.‘lla-'"bad te the
: alf , and thereby did hot interfers with the oaloulsted dstes of the

L thereford
sﬁivi-bies. ‘These feasts cen be summea up. a8 féilmv!%

B w&f on the fourteenthese una-ﬁ-day c—eremany, in harmeny with which
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I'!; will s :'pify ur problem to - remember the:t the first day of any monbhw= |
: mna,r b Sblar-—is nlwerya the same day of the. week as the f:.f‘ceen-t:h, and, thet
| tha paﬁsw@r gn *bha Jewish fourtesnth alwzws follawerl the da;r end date of the
Nigen Pull :me:um.6 Then * ¢#me tfx:i;:gc of mleavened brea.d on the fii‘teen’ch
and,za't; frhe and bf the - sacrificial period, ’che feas’c of Tabernasles , two deys
Ysker .'m its selondar wocks The madern rebbmical cs.lemiar sbill abservea the

 mame rﬁx’iing for Tabernsnles. We shell ‘oW try'*to diseovrer its origin dn the



ane ien‘b eelendar.

A period of aynat hebde“nads between Penbecosd end Tebernecles is cb—rious
for two renmons: (1) The feast of Tahornesles dld not have & specific rela—-
tion bo the i‘ull moon 'Gf 'T“j.s'hri sush as the Pasgover had o the full moon of
Nisen, and henoe its "fiffbaenﬁh“ phourred either on or sfbter -bhe Tighri moon
i‘-ulledﬁ; | and (3) an addit:lonal deay in the pef-iod of hebdomads :E‘ollowlng Ponw
t‘eoeﬁﬁ-;-ns might \possi‘oly pesur st the end of the ql:x&:h month-—wonuld there=
by h&v‘a def&rm& Ta‘bernhﬁle:s to the si anen{:h. But the fact thet this £ em:'b
was appoin‘!;ed by law alweys for the fif’aean-hh, pleinly shows that, on the cal-

' 3 fa'llawed e precise mumber of sev@n—*dey perd. ods afber Penteoosts g s

'.{'he apma ararme o:{' the Tishri trescent mmnmnly agreed writh this saleulsb-
ed pgdsbem of t‘he sam'rifioi faasts. The maw moon af 'tha seventh month was

by observation. Buk calendar ad;jm‘ment in the 1engi:h of‘

the  Jewsi sk :ﬁzfaﬁ‘a}:;ﬁ hes elways been spplied to “bhe 'élgh'b and nirth meﬁths, and

this £ :
fastal mon‘aha- Fm'themere s Jewish auhhumticss un:.:t‘cmlv agree Gheb azmmnt- |

Iy “!:ha ahd:h menth Elul wes ﬁmrev* allowed more them 29 days on the calendar..'?‘

Thds - i"ébm*s ten&od ta elieve the salendar of a belabed T4 skirs, crescm‘t and

‘the “ rifiaial pericd tharei‘a*a s alweys etmsﬂ sbed of al-bamﬁt‘be series of -

o= and 99-d£a’y mmnths.' |

The famgaﬁng gre imporbent fesbures thet eharac*berized +he ancieatﬁs i‘eas’s
sohedule 4 and 'b'hey consistentlv socoutts for its rel tion to & succession of
hebdomads. For Penbecost was not appaﬁ.n‘hed to a Lunsr daua like the other
faas'b-s', bk was given by lew a definibe ponneption with the Pifbeenth-day

ferst of imlesvened bread, t*mn which it oocurred just one dsy later in its

caleﬁdar woeks And the feast of Tabernesles, which wias a’!sc one day laber them ™

~ %he ssries of heébdomsds sfber Pemtecost, wes, mf:sreovvar, -bwo days later in lts

salender weel:: i;han the feast of unleasvened breesd itself, or 1-!:3 aalendsr coun=
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'barparh the first dey of Nisan. Knuwing therefore the Jullan date of the
i‘:!.rs‘k day of Nisan, end henoe its corresponding dsy of the week, it i o sim-
ple mectter to ascertain the dey of week sorresponding o the feast of Taber-
nanloa. , '
| Pwsmr Thus Ruled The Time Of All frhe Other Feazts
ﬁhe sndient Pssover y therefors, was the ruling feast, and it governed the
»d-afy éf ‘the week fmr ever.y other aammfiae- No two of the prineipal fzashs oco-
»’aumd on 'bhe xsame day of the week, as may be goen from the following series:

“le If N:I.afun_ Pull moah s P axamplu oy the Jewish *ahir{:een‘ahlo

= Thursdsy,
B4 Patiover o the fourbesnth. = Fridey;
Bs o -Fodst .mleawned besd on the rii"haan'bh = Seburdsay;
4. anbisbeaons dey leber in ibs wesk ‘then the :E‘aast ' '
o gvened bread = Sundsy;
‘e sriveslef <ty deys Lsbér in ibe wedle han the
Lt 'b wi‘ unleavened ‘bmaﬂ . . = Monday.

z-elaeibnshipa are inemrtmerbiblm. They show thab molemte

.Jewizh % f::‘;-k:aepi:;xg 3 'bhereby aliminerhe altags*bher eert-ain wael. days frem the
«aza.f!,cfmdm:rn.:i'l2 The emciﬁn‘b aalendar, hom-mr . wi-bh its- hehdnmadﬁ enidl gaprifi-
eii!. feast-.s in *bhe harves'!s me::rbhs ) he.d 8 a‘hrietly Jewish amd emwt fom oi‘ i-bs-"
it "-Thia ua.lénﬂar wis plaﬁ.nly 1\mar 3 for i‘b was nhaakad bv # arescent moon )
-bha:k waz n‘bssmd on & i'ixed 1ebitude and 1angituda y 8nd by a Pas saver oot |
‘taaﬁth” bhs:h had a daﬁnad rela:biem 4o both oraacen‘b moon. emd fall meon.w
This a:noiezrk ealoulscbian wes net only quﬁ:be different from the medsrﬁ rab-

’binieal i‘am, but . in eeveral respee‘bs wnlike thet of any other natien of the |
ancient ‘FBask, whicrh hed no seorifios of the Passover lamb on its ca‘lendm.

Meracvar 3 ariental ealendars do not tie any J ewlch foant date to = xnown phage

of %hs Mmoo



-5 -

The ‘Biblicel New-Moons-:-G'aloulated.

The Bibliosl dates are in heymony with the principles of feast caloulsbion
set forth in this study. The da‘l:‘es themgelves ave the best proof of the erg-
umexrk "Eha‘h i‘rom verv mmeient time the paﬁriarchs uderstood how te csloulate
“theiyr oalendar. The flood ehroniole 1tself is witness not only to the length
of both limar end solar year!:\and the 1angth of the lunar mon'bhs, but also"
'to the fertxl hebdomsdss W Eithar this inspived caloulstion must have been
made by I'Ioaus 3 at ls st amillenn'lmn f'ter the flc-od or else it hed been passed
down’ 1:6' pwteri'w"bv his farsi‘a‘bhers. This great prophet hes left more ded:ee ‘
e rewrd than am;sr pther Bi‘blieal writers ‘

™ 1w of 6u’bstandim* ﬁignii‘ie ande that wnder the Second Temple, Nehemish
anﬁ al‘.L 'bhe peaylem-priesta Py Levites, singers-—en'berad into s solemn curse 4o
_keap -bhb ﬂtaﬂzut;ea and judgmen‘i:a of H@sau-—-swn of i:he new moons and Bot Ponsts.
Heh. 1’0!29 33.. But if from hencei‘erth the langbh of the ealendar “mombhs had
"ﬁze B vguvemed ozﬁy accarding to the ajppearanne of the crassezrh i.n -blw evemng
sky, ne Jewish man'bh from yeor to ;,rear, woulc‘t emmonly hewe hxa,d the seme mum=
Vhar a:f' days ) simi‘lm' to the Baby’ienim nenthse For, ag every a’hsemr knows,
the creseen‘c. mooxx i‘requenﬂ;; eppoers a’ dey aarlier thean usual and frequently
Rt de;y lé:bea'a Tha new mrmn, i‘irs*b viﬂih‘.l.e on one evening ed-, Jeruaalem y Dight
| _;bs seﬂn ths ewning bei‘nre in plaoes wes{f. oi‘ Je'*'usalam- or migh*b ‘be mvisibla
'unti’l the fa“llowim: evanﬁ.ng aocarding ‘bo the reckaning of plaues enst of 1t

Aid on- "hha ’btasis of these fmequalﬂ:ties of +1m moen elone, me Bibliesl
date, ,or amien‘b historic synchromsm, could with certeinty be identified.
The wlution ui‘ e problem ig found in ths veleulated relation of 'bhe g eori-
i‘icial dekos Wm %o *hhe calender. ‘Tn &-leber si;udy we shall Phret
demmns'brs:ba thig relstion in esmneu’cion with the feast of Tabeman"eu. There

are at 1gent six ins‘bances in Bible $imes where seventh-month dstes are tied
1o & lmmm day of *t“w week}s. S:.md.ar Synchronlsmq are slso common throughoub

méd'it-#él himbory. The clroumstences underlying these dshkes mre for the most
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part osmmected with chronolegleal oubtlines whose years san be certified; but
1f nok, Jc:hs year smn be oompu&ad ir 'hhe dete end day of the week are given.
It then remalns to prove thet the historioal reserd and the ealendar are in
agreamen'h. Bush is the eharaa‘ber o:t' the Biblioa.l synohronisms with which the

pro'phetio periods are linked.

DOGUMEHT&TION

-1 Marb"ln P-' : Hﬂ.ls"’bn, Primiti’we TimaaKeqp s Do 2734 Lendm, 1820,
3 CEv Jowis n,wﬁiapedia, arte TCBlondar. o
e on, Durs otudies, ps 5. Philadelphis,. 1072,

G4 &v&rsy, Pe 599. (On. this point the 01d Tewbenent is expliciti
:  Chron.30116, and 5611 have the pesspver f3118d28n the fourbeenth;
in Nune9r3, Joshibs10, *ind Bors 6419, the feamst is kaptj in Num.0ill, the
feast is beth Jeéph end sebten on the fuurtaan‘hh; in, ‘Lev.28:5 and Num.28116,

'hha passova:r is An the. faurhaembh.) ‘
: Degdre of Beew, pe 73 mwn:c.x.s (eps "ehese o referemes.}
gh eelendar was fized in two pointer (1) by tying the Pesso-
o the da;?‘ effter £ull meens (
: 5 the: ‘lﬁ.mi‘a of ‘the calendar, in. har~

é nwer to. Liare. had ‘mare then

Pen*bewst iz amnpm:ed a8 the fii‘tieth day n.nvlusi-ma from

ng' the wave ‘shéaf. . Henbe this Poust was Pull Pifby duys afe
* imlenvened bread, ovourring énthe day before the wave sheaf.
i *week wmspanding ‘iw a.ny J j a’nf date een ha aaaer‘bainsad

L angwtinTe plao d'cn reesard the fwh ths:ts ‘e Hisan moon. oomenly fulls on

ihe Jawiah thirfesnth in this territorye
Aceprding to ' aimenides ami Jevisah. chmnulogere generally s the modern Jawish
nalendar 48 baged vpon the "mean mobiens. of thée sun and moon, the Lrue having
boen set aside, "w-Maimonides, Kiddusdh Hachodench, ceps VIII, sece 7,8 Tre

Mehlers Wién, 1889 (The rabbiALeal caleulatwn is not $xrrolved by the ine-

“gualities of the moons)

T2 "y théy [ 4he Jewe] heve made on arrangamen'b emeng t}aemselws s thet New
Yosr shall not - f&1l on & Sunday, Weﬂnasdew, or Fridsy, l.e. on the dsys of the
sun and his two sbars (Mercury snd Venus); and thet Passever by which the be=
glnning: of Nigan is regulsted, shall not fall én the wfgv of thc inferior

sbars, i.&% on Mondey, Wadnesdegr, and Frideys"-«Albirinl, The Chromolegy of

.Anuien‘t; Natioris, pe 664 Tr. Seoheu. JTondon, 1875

15 Tpil Sohurert Toust This Iragmort | Februsry fAnisbiy, pe 36, end of secomd
‘solumn] shows that Ariztebuluu « s ¢ really gave o deaer:ipﬁicm and explehstion
of the Jewlsh law. “ioThe Jewlsh People in the Time of Ghris‘h Dive 11, Pert
IJZI }:u 241. Soribner 8, New Yorke. .

by beginning tha Jewish day ab o

3 § Kolenddy, pe 167 Rosh He~ghanah 1%,
-also the as‘bron&mers of I(Iehardea, ‘the home Lo oi‘ I'lar—-ﬂamu

y :.am; ﬁraba Jewé a:nd Ba}:«vu o
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14 g, Behiaparelli, Astroromy in the 01d Testement, ps 127. Oxford, 1906. The

o Jé‘ni‘bhur soyst "We osmmmot doubt thet this writer knew the ;}*eﬂr of 365 dasys. In

fact, he meles the rlood begin in the 500th year of Nosh's life, on the sev-
enteerth dmy of the second monthy and the definite Arying of the earth and the
end &f the flopd he pubs in the 801st year of TNoah' s life, on the twenty~seventh
dey of the second menthe These months are perteinly those of the Jewlsh oal=
endar, thet is to suy, Junar periodse” '
?-b Ee Mawmder, Astronomy of the Bible, ps 298, Second Edition, Lendone

18 Dogtontion of The First bemplej Ezekiel 40:1; Nehemish 8; Jolm 53 Joha 7,8
Wars IT.XIX.1,2. _ : -







