HOW THE MILLERITES CHOSE CCTOBER 22
- The Mlllerite argument, with its epochal conolusion, was based upon
gtandard contemporayy almenso tables of the moon, together with gound
Jewish onlendations This invelved rejection of the current Rebbiniosd
'ﬁ‘&iéﬁ&&‘:* with its erroneous Day of Abtonement, snd & reburn to the basie
prinmple of Mbsnio oalendatbions The vital steps, baken progressively are
ap followsy
1. Confromted by rival Jewish calendars (bhe rabbanite and the Keraite),
the 'Millwi%es delibarately rejested the rabbinieal and adopted the Karaite
_ ;‘_:n*‘ineig-le‘:s of oalenvf}aticn, the deoisive faotor béing the barley harvesb prine |
Géiplﬁ;ﬁ.n rolabion to the Passover full moon, as smbodied in the oripinal
Mosalo instrustions

24 Gonfronted by the rival ﬁaasﬁvera,of the respettive calendayrs;(the

R%‘Bihiﬁaiil@ﬁﬂ 3 or the Karai-ta,»- My 2) the Milleribes riphtly rejocted the
Fabbinienl April 3 as Nisan 1l and ohose instend May 2 as odnforming to the
barley harvest sts.phlwhion for the true Nisan 1y in 18l |
B cmputing the trus ending of the Jewlsh saored year i8ll,"and the
' ‘bégﬂ.nmng of "18141@" on the basis oi’ tlm now adopbed Karaite aaiendar prinaiple,

thuy ‘teminated the Jewish year "131;3" at sunset on Aprdl 18- (nf +the eivil
year 181;1;),1%*&5@ of orn Miller's original Warch 21, whioh he had based on
ratbinisal oulendar practice,
13,» April 19 was then taken to be the oivil date, aquivalanﬁ of  the trus

Nisan 1, for the aaared Jewish year "1BLYL" in contragt to the ra‘b‘binieal new yearts
ﬂa-yu.

5, The Nisen new meon in 18Lliy vould not be seen on the evening of April
17 (the dey of sonjunotion), for the required translation period #ime was oo

ghorts Nor oould the phases, or appearance, be delaysd to the sﬁﬁs‘evb of



wDia
April 19, &8 the moon oould be seen in Boston on the svening of April 18,
for an houwr end & helP afber sunset. This wae thersfore, chosen the sunseb
bepinning of the Jewlsh New Yeerts day (April 18/19), whioh sets the entire
series of Jewlsh feast datos.

Hotey The Millerites chose the Wisan 1 date ohidfly by this simple rule:

et the moon's phasés "usually sppesred the ssoond gvening after its ohangea"

THis was preoisely the ease at the tine of the Ve-idar conjunction, April 17
N N o
118 1™ (thmt 1s 73139},» in 18Llim-or at approximately noons The time from

Ehat noon to sutisete-only about six hourg~-was entirely too short for the

moon t6 be sedn that firet aﬁéﬁing after amjunotion, Consequently, the moon' s

first appoarsnes in Bhs‘hbﬁ, aould not. ﬁoasihly pgour on the svening of April 17.

But on April 18, the sun et at 6337 P. M. in Boston, and the moon at 8:03
Py ¥. The young moon was therefore high above the horizon in the northern

sky for nearly an hour &nd & half ‘%;;nd sungets Moreover, the oalendrical

il

o 1§.mits ‘of the year and *Lhe month forbade choosing en April 19 phases a8 & day ?ﬁ"
Ly

ﬁucw-;lute;_ Gonsaquanﬂy, the avening of April 18 vonstituted the requirsd

&evt‘;e. fbr the moon's pfaﬁﬁﬁaﬁ phé;%‘é‘s“ in 184, and Nigen 1 followed &g April 19,

v&onording %o a‘bundant Millerite x‘emvdé;

‘ 6« ‘The- Wi1lerites then ”reakonﬁd" Tisri 1 (i‘irst da.y of the Jamah seventh
méni%h) for 181y, by sddirg six Ltier months {6 x 29, 1/2, or 177 days)s to Nisen 1
(Apmﬁ, 19), wlﬁn‘h gavé Oa‘-bﬁhe‘f 13 as the oivil equivalent of the true Tigri 1.

4 AS Ootober 13 was Tisri 1, October 22 wes thersfore Pixed upon a8

e fateful Tisri 10 (A few erronsously added ten additional days to

Ostober 13, and thershy obtained Ootober £3 -~ failing to redognize that
Dotober 13 wes 1taelf the first day of Tisri, and consequently bub nine deys
wets to be added b6 bring the tenths The general posibion of the movement,
howevesr, whs. definitely for Gc'b'cb‘ef 22,)

8s The foregoing "tm‘bh*day#of»thewsavanthwmonthqnéveme‘n‘t“ position,
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' f‘dx' Dotiaber 22y was generally accepted during end immediately following, the

nemorable Dxeter mesting in the middle of August, 181, over twe months prior
to' d-n‘ﬁober 22,

9& Hed the lenders walted unbil Outodber '!w visually observe the first

ﬁppmr&nns of the moon by which to dete Tieri 1, there dould huve been no

sev&ﬁ'&h« mm’ahvmwemam, for there would have besn insuffigiont times They had

to malce their seloulation in advence from standerd moon tables wl:ioh were

.abundantiy pvellables  The Tisri date md to be computed: from the indispubtable
bagis of the Nisan translabich p'e'-t"iodg that oould not be mistakbn or shifted.
‘ -,rﬁdééo%r';s haxi they weibed unbil Obtodber, the Tisri phesis ocould rot have been

# 5o far north ae Boston, for the moon wes far gouth of the

celestial equatory end wes observnble only in the sentral west and the extrems
‘ smth of this land of the goventh Aménﬁh movementy Tha*b the Tisri dabting was
| jqb':inp‘uféd Lrom the Nigsn i-.da’ﬁé”éf April 10.is the olear deslaration of the

4‘ 'ﬁ,ftii&ilier&*&es in ‘cimirt ﬁfi"ﬁ.ﬁi“éi &“eimz‘*ﬁ-‘in Januery, 1845, as they x‘*aﬁewed and reo=

i ai‘f‘ﬂ.mea 4he 'i:eulmwal asbunéness of.' the geventh month movenent pﬁsﬁ.ticm on

the: oruoial dete of Oubobey 22: :

"Re‘aktming from 'bhis.‘{méiah] mnonﬁ: the seventh Jewish month oommensed
with the appeammm of -hhe mooH on 'hhe 13th of Cotobers so thet the tenth day
cf *Eha awm'hh month aynohrenized 'wi*lsh the 2824 of that monbhew=Blissy The

“Adxtentg s-himlm;,a‘auuqryg ,182;5;;. s P78y < {1telios ‘mﬁ.zwﬁ

| "1% is therefors evident thst the seventh month must heve ocommenved with
the tiew moen in Ottobery and that' the btenth day of the seventh month of the
Jowish Seoved year; in As D 18l vould enly mynohronisze with the 224 of

that mon;bhg‘:‘wmem,. Dy 279a




