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War over Worship 

 

t was a declaration of war: a self-assured statement from the Original Suicide Bomber.  

Many terrorists, following his example, have recorded videos before committing their acts of 

violence.  They boast of what they intend to do, heedless that it provides proof of their guilt 

should they be caught or not die in the attack.  The difference is, unlike suicide bombers today 

who want their videos watched after their crime, the Original Terrorist was so proud of what he 

intended to accomplish that he let the everyone know ahead of time his plan of action.  He stated 

what he would do and, filled with supreme self-confidence, he also revealed how he would do it. 

 

In the cosmic conflict begun in heaven between the Government of Love and the government of 

force, Satan is the ultimate terrorist, the original suicide bomber.  He knew he was opposing the 

unbeatable power of the Creator God.  He knew he would eventually die, but he wanted to take 

as many people with him as possible.  In his arrogance, he bragged about his plans before the 

entire universe.  This boast is recorded in the Bible so everyone could know how he planned to 

defeat the Creator.   

 

How are thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! . . . For thou 

hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 

north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the Most High.
1
 

 

This is Satanôs Declaration of War against the divine Government.  It establishes the rules of 

engagement for the entire conflict.  It is a fight waged on the battleground of worship.  The word 

ñcongregationò is moôed.  It means:  

 

Congregation, festive gathering; appointment . . . Since the Jewish festivals 

occurred at regular intervals, this word becomes closely identified with them . . . 

God met Israel there at specific times for the purpose of revealing His will.  It is a 

common term for the worshiping assembly of Godôs people.
2
 

 

Satan boasted that he would be ñlike the Most High.ò  He wanted to be like God.  In other words, 

he wanted to be worshipped as God.  Only the Source of life, the Creator God, has the right to 

establish when worship will occur.  Luciferôs battle plan was to take possession of the Mount of 

the Moôedim, receive worship, and thus be like the Most High. 

                                                
1
 Isaiah 14:12-14 

2
 Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study BibleΣ ά[ŜȄƛŎŀƭ !ƛŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘΣέ ό/ƘŀǘǘŀƴƻƻƎŀΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜΥ !aD 

Publishers, 1991), #4150. 

I 
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This is not an empty threat.  Satan has done this!  The very first time moôed occurs is in Genesis 

1:14 when the Creator is assigning the function of the heavenly lights: ñLet there be lights in the 

firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for 

seasons, and for days and years.ò  The word ñseasonsò is moôedim.  Most people who keep the 

annual Sabbaths apply the term to the feasts listed in Leviticus 23.  However, the very first feast 

listed is that of the seventh-day Sabbath:  

 

Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts 

[moôedim] of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even 

these are my feasts [moôedim].  Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day 

is the sabbath of rest, a holy convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the 

sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. 

 

When the Creator appointed the lights in the heavens for ñseasonsò the seventh-day Sabbath was 

the only worship day in Creation week!  The annual feasts were instituted after sin in order to 

reveal to sin-darkened minds the plan of redemption.  The worshipping assemblies that were to 

be established by the moon include the weekly seventh-day Sabbath as well as the annual feasts.  

This is affirmed in Psalm 104:19: ñHe appointed
3
 the moon for seasons [moôedim].ò 

 

Lucifer has indeed set his throne on the Mountain of the Moôedim.  He has deceived the entire 

world into worshipping him.  The method used is revealed in Daniel 7:25: ñHe shall speak great 

words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, and think to change 

times and laws.ò  The Knox translation renders this verse: ñHe shall insult the Most High, he 

shall torment/wear out the holy ones of the Most High, and he shall attempt to change the 

calendar and the ordinance.ò  Lucifer has usurped the worship due the Creator by changing the 

calendar.   

 

Like every military strategist whose brilliance has been inspired by the Father of Lies, Lucifer 

has diverted the attention of his enemies from the real issue.  By creating a Saturday versus 

Sunday conflict, few if any have seen beyond the lies to the truth: the war is over worship, and 

the calendar you use reveals where you are directing your worship. 

 

If a person were to invite you to come to his home, ñIt is the seventh house on the right,ò a 

reasonable question would be: ñWhich street?ò  You may count to the seventh house, but if you 

are not on the correct street, it will do you no good.  In order to direct oneôs worship to the 

Creator, one must worship on the correct day.  However, in order to count to the correct day, one 

must use the original calendar.   

                                                
3
 $ǎņƘ όІснмоύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜΣ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ƛŘŜŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻƻƴ was created for the 

express purpose of establishing times of worship. 
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This book lays bare the facts of calendar history.  The original calendar of the Creator is the most 

elegant and precise method of time-measurement.  It is not the only method, though.  Satan has 

introduced an almost infinite variety of counterfeits, which have coalesced into the Gregorian 

calendar in use today.  All who desire to worship the Creator owe it to Him to study this issue 

because when you worship reveals Whom/whom you are worshipping. 
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History of a Lie 

 

ssumptions are dangerous, particularly when they are made in the realm of religion.  If a 

theological belief is based on a faulty assumption, the religious practice will be in error.  

A common assumption made by Saturday sabbatarians is that Saturday must be the 

Bible Sabbath because it is the day kept by the Jews.  The reasoning goes: ñThe Jews would 

never worship on any day except the true Sabbath.  Therefore, Saturday must be the true Sabbath 

because that is when the Jews worship.ò  A sterling example of circular reasoning! 

 

It is true that the Jews have never lost track of the true Sabbath.  However, by their own 

admission, the Jews deliberately and knowingly changed their calendar by which the true 

Sabbath was calculated.  During the fourth century C.E., persecution of all who used the Biblical 

calendar for worship was so intense that, in the end, the Jews gave up their calendar handed 

down from Creation through Moses and adopted a calendar adjusted for worship on the Julian 

calendar.  

 

The Jews are very open that their original calendar was set aside under intense Roman 

persecution of all who used the Biblical calendar in the fourth century C.E.  ñUnder the reign of 

Constantius (337-362) the persecutions of the Jews reached such a height that . . . the 

computation of the calendar [was] forbidden under pain of severe punishment.ò
4
   

 

There are three main areas in which the original calendar differs from the counterfeit: 

 

The Creatorôs calendar is luni-solar.  This means that the year is solar, but the months are 

lunar, following the lunar cycle. 

 

The year originally began with new life in the spring at the time of the barley harvest.  

The Julian/Gregorian counterfeits, being solar calendars, honor the sun god as they begin 

the year just after the ñrebirthò of the sun god at the winter solstice.
5
 

 

The biggest difference between the counterfeits and the genuine calendar is found in the 

weekly cycle.  The pagan Julian/Gregorian calendars have a continuous weekly cycle.  

The original calendar established at Creation does not.  The weekly cycle restarts with 

each new moon. 

 

                                                
4
 ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣέ The Jewish Encyclopedia, emphasis supplied. 

5
 This will be covered in depth later, but on the original Julian calendar, the winter solstice was December 25, VIII 

Kal. Jan., or eight days before the first of January. 

A 
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These facts are freely admitted by Jewish scholars.  Rabbi Louis Finklestein of the Jewish 

Theological Seminary of America, was selected by the Kehillas (Jewish Communities) of the 

World as one of the 120 top Jews who best represented ña lamp of Judaismò to the world.  In a 

letter to Dr. L. E. Froom, dated Feb. 20, 1939, Finklestein readily admitted, ñThe present Jewish 

calendar was fixed in the fourth century.ò
6
  Maimonides and most other Jewish chronologers 

agree that the modern Jewish calendar is based upon the ñmean motions of the sun and moon, the 

true [calendar] having been set aside.ò
7
 

 

 

The New Moon is still, and the Sabbath originally was, dependent upon the lunar 

cycle . . . Originally, the New Moon was celebrated in the same way as the 

Sabbath; gradually it became less important while the Sabbath became more and 

more a day of religion and humanity, of religious meditation and instruction, of 

peace and delight of the soul.
8
 

 

With the development of the importance of the Sabbath as a day of consecration 

and the emphasis laid upon the significant number seven, the week became more 

and more divorced from its lunar connection . . . .
9
   

 

The months of the year were lunar, and began with the new moon (hodesh, which 

came to mean ñmonth.ò)  During the era of the Kings the new moon was observed 

by a two-day festival (I Sam. 20:24-47.)
10

   

 

During the time of Christ, the Israelites were using the original calendar, handed down through 

Moses.  The high priest, who was selected from the ruling Sadducee class, was in charge of 

declaring when a new month had begun.  The Pharisees, whose ñtraditions of menò Christ so 

emphatically denounced, did not control the calendar.  This is a very important point because the 

calendar in use today is a calendar devised by the Pharisees and justified by their oral tradition. 

 

With the destruction of the Temple (70 A.D.) the Sadducees disappeared 

altogether, leaving the regulation of all Jewish affairs in the hands of the 

Pharisees. Henceforth, Jewish life was regulated by the Pharisees; the whole 

history of Judaism was reconstructed from the Pharisaic point of view, and a new 

aspect was given to the Sanhedrin of the past. A new chain of tradition supplanted 

                                                
6
 Box 6, Folder 4; Grace Amadon Collection, (Collection 154), Center for Adventist Research, Andrews University, 

Berrien Springs, Michigan.  
7
 Maimonides, Kiddusch Ha-hodesch, Tr. Mahler, Wein, 1889, emphasis supplied. 

8
 άIƻƭƛŘŀȅǎέΣ Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, p. 410. 

9
 The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, Lǎŀŀƪ [ŀƴŘƳŀƴ όŜŘΦύΣ ±ƻƭΦ ·Σ ά²ŜŜƪΣέ όмфпо ŜŘΦύΣ ǇΦ 482. 

10
 The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣέ ǇΦ сом. 
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the older priestly tradition (Abot 1:1).  Pharisaism shaped the character of 

Judaism and the life and thought of the Jew for all the future.
11  

 

As a result of the extreme persecution associated with any attempt to use the Biblical calendar, 

Hillel II, the last President of the Sanhedrin, created a reformed calendar.   

 

Declaring the new month by observation of the new moon, and the new year by 

the arrival of spring, can only be done by the Sanhedrin.  In the time of Hillel II 

[4
th
 century C.E.], the last President of the Sanhedrin, the Romans prohibited this 

practice.  Hillel II was therefore forced to institute his fixed calendar, thus in 

effect giving the Sanhedrinôs advance approval to the calendars of all future 

years.
12

 

 

Since Biblical times the months and years of the Jewish calendar have been 

established by the cycles of the moon and the sun.  The traditional law prescribes 

that the months shall follow closely the course of the moon . . . In the early times 

of our history the solution was found by the following practical procedure: The 

beginnings of the months were determined by direct observation of the new moon. 

 

. . . This method of observation and intercalation was in use throughout the 

period of the second temple (516 B.C.E. ï 70 C.E.), and about three centuries after 

its destruction, as long as there was an independent Sanhedrin.  In the fourth 

century, however, when oppression and persecution threatened the continued 

existence of the Sanhedrin, the patriarch Hillel II took an extraordinary step to 

preserve the unity of Israel . . . he made public the system of calendar calculation 

which up to then had been a closely guarded secret.  It had been used in the past 

only to check the observations and testimonies of witnesses, and to determine the 

beginnings of the spring season.
13

 

 

The Hebrew calendar was one of both calculation and observation.  The moon is extremely 

precise and accurate.  Even the various anomalies due to her elliptical orbit can be predicted.  

With advanced astronomical knowledge, which the ancients possessed, the luni-solar calendar is 

both exact and predictable allowing past and future calculation.  The beauty of this method of 

calendation, however, is that the shepherd on the hillside, with no astronomical knowledge 

whatsoever, can still use it by observation. 

 

                                                
11

 άtƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΣέ The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. IX, (1901-1906 ed.), p. 666. 
12

 ά¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ŀƴŘ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ όƛƴŎƭΦ {ŀōōŀǘƘύέΥ ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΤ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣ 
www.torah.org, emphasis supplied.   
13

 Arthur Spier, The Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar, (Jerusalem and New York: Feldheim Publishers, 1986), pp. 1-
2, emphasis supplied. 
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When Hillel II ñfixedò the calendar, he moved the New Year and corrupted the weekly cycle.  

That is all.  The principles by which a luni-solar calendar is calculated are purely astronomical.  

Hillel II did not create them.  He merely ñmade public the system of calendar calculation which 

up to then had been a closely guarded secret.ò
14

 

 

When the Messiah was on earth, the one thing He repeatedly and vehemently denounced was the 

ñtraditions of menò ï the teachings of the Pharisees.  It is frequently urged, ñIf the calendar were 

off in the time of Christ, He would have corrected it.ò  This is true.  The fact that He did not 

proves that the calendar, under the control of the Sadducees, was indeed the original calendar 

Christ Himself established at Creation.  The calendar used by Jews today is a pharisaical 

corruption.  Rabbi Louis Finklestein stated:  

 

Pharasaism became Talmudism é [But] the spirit of the ancient Pharisee survives 

unaltered. When the Jew é studies the Talmud, he is actually repeating the 

arguments used in the Palestinian academies.  . . . The spirit of the [Phariseesô] 

doctrine has remained quick and vital.  . . . From Palestine to Babylonia; from 

Babylonia to North Africa, Italy, Spain, France and Germany; from these to 

Poland, Russia, and Eastern Europe generally, ancient Pharasaism has 

wandered.
15

 

 

The Talmud derives its authority from the position held by the ancient academies 

(i.e. Pharisee). The teachers of those academies, both of Babylonia and of 

Palestine, were considered the rightful successors of the older Sanhedrin.  . . . At 

the present time, the Jewish people have no living central authority comparable in 

status to the ancient Sanhedrins or the later academies. Therefore, any decision 

regarding the Jewish religion must be based on the Talmud as the final resumé of 

the teaching of those authorities when they existed.
16 

 
The traditions of the Pharisees, preserved in the Talmud and from which Christ sought to free the 

people, teach that if one does not know when Sabbath occurs, simply keep one day in seven.
17

  It 

is easy to see how such a tradition could be used to justify changing the calendar due to the 

extreme persecution facing all who worshipped by the Biblical calendar. Using his authority as 

president of the Sanhedrin, Hillel II tied the annual feasts to the spring equinox.  Next, he 

adjusted the weekly seventh-day Sabbath to the Julian seventh-day Saturday.  This ñfreedò the 

                                                
14

 Ibid. 
15

 Louis Finklestein, The Pharisees: The Sociological Background of their Faith, (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication 
Society of America, 1946), Vol. 1, Forward to first edition, p. XXI, emphasis supplied. 
16

 Louis Finklestein, The Jews τ Their History, Culture, and Religion, (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society of 
America, 1949),  Vol. 4, p. 1332. 
17

 Tractate Shabbat, chapter 7, Mishna 1, www.JewishVirtualLibrary.org. 
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Jews from the condemnation of the law since they no longer knew when the true Sabbath 

occurred.  Thus, they justified their use of the pagan calendar. 

 

The true calendar is very user-friendly.  The weekdays and Sabbaths of each lunar month always 

fall on the exact same dates of every month;
18

 days of the week do not float through the monthly 

dates as they do now on the modern calendar.  After Hillel II ñfixedò the calendar to fit into a 

Julian framework and moved the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath from the lunar week to 

the continuously cycling Julian week, difficulties arose.  Sometimes the new moon would appear 

on Julian days of the week which caused the annual feasts to fall on the wrong days of the new 

week.  As a result, rules of postponement were established ï something that was never necessary 

when the original calendar was in use. 

 

None who desire to worship on the true seventh-day Sabbath should look to the Jews for learning 

when it occurs.  All who worship on Saturday because ñthe Jews keep Saturdayò are following 

Hillel IIôs corruption of the Creatorôs calendar and thus breaking His law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
18

 This explains why, whenever the date of a seventh-day Sabbath is given in the Bible, it always falls on the 8
th
, 

15
th
, 22

nd
 or 29

th
 of the Hebrew month. 
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Time by Design 

 

In the heavens there is nothing accidental, nothing arbitrary, nothing out of 

order, nothing erratic.  Everywhere is order, truth, reason, constancy . . . I cannot 

understand this regularity in the stars, this harmony of time and motion in their 

curious orbits through all eternity, except as the expression of reason, mind and 

purpose   . . . Their constant and eternal motion, wonderful and mysterious in its 

regularity, declares the indwelling power of a divine intelligence.  If any man 

cannot feel the power of God when he looks upon the stars, then I doubt whether 

he is capable of any feeling at all.
19

  

 

he beautifully simple words of Roman Stoic, Cicero, gives voice to his admiration for the 

heavens and heavenôs Creator.  He further observed, ñWhen you see a sundial or a water-

clock, you see that it tells the time by design and not by chance.ò
20

   

 

Scripture, history and archeology agree: all ancient civilizations used luni-solar calendation.
21

  

The perfection of the luni-solar calendar as preserved by the Hebrews is well-summed up in the 

words of Joseph Scaliger as ñthe most ingenious and most elegant of all systems of 

chronology.ò
22

  The reason the Creatorôs method of time-keeping is the most accurate, precise 

and elegant, while at the same time the ñmost ingeniousò is because built within it are checks and 

balances which require no man-made manipulation to keep perfect track of time.  The history of 

all counterfeit calendars is one of continual adjustment; not so with the true calendar of Creation. 

 

The Creatorôs calendar is based on three observable facts.  1. The spinning of Earth on its axis: a 

day.  2. The revolution of the moon around Earth: a lunation, or month.  3. The revolution of 

Earth and sun: a year.  Taken individually, each segment of natureôs clockwork is ñoffò by just a 

little bit.  The weeks do not perfectly align with the lunations; the lunar year is not quite as long 

as the solar year.   And yet, when taken as a whole, the parts unite to provide a coordinated time-

keeping system that is precise enough for the most exacting astronomical calculation, while 

simple enough for a child to just lift his eyes to the heavens and understand the calendar of the 

Creator.   

 

                                                
19

 Cicero, pp. 144-145, as quoted in Bill Cooper, After the Flood, (England: New Wine Press, 1995), p. 29. 
20

 Ibid., p. 27. 
21

 Egyptians, as sun worshippers, are believed to be the first to move to a purely solar calendar although originally 
they, too, used a luni-solar calendar.   
22

 Joseph Scaliger, De Emendatione Temporum, (Francofurt, 1593), p. 108Σ ŀǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ άwŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ 
IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ .ŀǎƛǎΣ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ннΣ муппΣ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ tŀǊǘ ±Σέ .ƻȄ нΣ CƻƭŘŜǊ пΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀŎŜ 
Amadon Collection, (Collection 154), Center for Adventist Research, Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan. 

T 
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Some, in studying luni-solar calendation, have supposed that prior to the flood, the planets were 

in perfect alignment: each month had 30 days; the years were 360 days long.  Such speculation is 

not supported by the statements of antiquity.  Much of the book of Enoch deals with lunar and 

solar calendation and the astronomical principles that correlate the two. 

 

Berosus, a Chaldean historian, describes the patriarch Abraham as having great knowledge of 

astronomy:  ñIn the tenth generation after the Flood, there was among the Chaldeans a man 

[Abram] righteous and great, and skilful in the celestial science.ò
23

  

  

Before leaving Ur of the Chaldees, Abram stood as a witness for the God of Heaven.
24

  He used 

the need to intercalate
25

 the apparently irregular parts of the precise whole as proof that nature 

itself was not god, but there exists a Being superior to nature Who is its Creator.   

 

This his opinion was derived from the irregular phenomena that were visible both 

at land and sea, as well as those that happen to the sun and moon, and all the 

heavenly bodies, thus:ï ñIf [said he] these bodies had power of their own, they 

would certainly take care of their own regular motions; but since they do not 

preserve such regularity, they made it plain, that in so far as they co-operate to our 

advantage, they do it not of their own abilities, but as they are subservient to Him 

that commands them; to whom alone we ought justly to offer our honour and 

thanksgiving.ò
26

   

 

Luni-solar calendation was used by all ancient civilizations because it was the method brought 

down from before the flood by Noah and his descendents.  Historical artifacts and records reveal 

that Sumer, the first post-flood civilization, possessed the largest and most accurate body of 

antediluvian knowledge.  The applied mathematics of Sumer with their measurement of the 

heavens is still in use today!   

 

                                                
23

 Berosus, as quoted by Josephus (c.a., C.E. 37 ς C.E. 101) in Antiquities of the Jews, Book I, Chapter 7, Verse 2. 
24 The Chaldeans, influenced by Nimrod, had already apostatized from the worship of the Creator God.  In turning 

from their Creator to the creation, the city of Ur had taken for its patron god, the moon god, Sin (called Nanna by 

the Sumerians.  The moon god was the father of the sun god).  Josephus states: 

He [Abram] was a person of great sagacity [wisdom], both for understanding all things and 

persuading his hearers, and not mistaken in his opinions; for which reason he began to have 

higher notions of virtue than others had, and he determined to renew and to change the 

opinions all men happened then to have concerning God; for he was the first that ventured to 

publish this notion, that there was but one God, the Creator of the universe; and that, as to other 

[gods], if they contributed anything to the happiness of men, that each of them afforded it only 

according to his appointment, and not by their own power.  (Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews, 

Book I, chapter 7, Verse 1.) 
25

 Intercalation: inserting extra days or months to align the shorter lunar year to the longer solar year.   
26

 Ibid. 
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In grade school, my fifth-grade teacher announced to the class that we all had to learn the metric 

system because the United States would soon be changing to that system of measurement: ñThe 

rest of the world is ahead of the U.S. in adopting the metric system and we need to catch up.  The 

Imperial system of inches, feet, yards, miles, etc., is clumsy, irrational and makes no sense.ò  

Well, that did not make any sense to me!  I knew how long a foot was.  I knew how long it took 

to drive the 35 miles into school.  I did not want to learn a new method of measurement!  The 

fact that Canada was lauded for changing to the metric system did not inspire me in the least.  

Fortunately for me, the United States still has never converted to the metric system although the 

belief that the Imperial system is an awkward, out-moded, primitive system still exists.   

 

However, nothing could be further from the truth!  The metric system is simple to understand 

(for most minds!) because it is based on ten.  The Imperial system is just as scientific because it 

is based on astronomy.  Sumerian astronomers, looking at the sky, saw a circle from horizon 

around to horizon.  They assigned 360 degrees of equal distance to this measurement and today 

the same degree of calibration is used for circles, geometry and angles (even by those who use 

the metric system!)  The earth is measured with latitude and longitude, the time zones are laid 

out, all using the universal 360ę.   This system, the sexagismal system, is based on 60.
27

  It is 

from the sexagismal base of 60 that there are 12 inches in a foot and three feet in a yard.  

Without the sexagismal system, a right-angle would not be 90 degrees or a straight line 180 

degrees. 

 

Time measurement itself uses the sexagismal base of 60.  There are 60 seconds in a minute; 60 

minutes in an hour; and 12 hours in a day (2 x 12 in a complete 24 hour period).  Both 12 and 60 

are factors of 60.  The sexagismal system even solves the mystery of why the prophetic year is 

360 days long.  (6 x 60 = 360.)  The prophetic year of 360 days is actually a metaphor for luni-

solar calendation.  A solar year consists of 365.24 days.  The lunar year is 354.37 days long.  

Add these numbers together, round to 720 full days, then average, dividing by two.  The answer 

is 360.  Contrary to what some have assumed, the antediluvian year was not 360 days long.  

Rather, a 360-day year is solar and lunar time averaged. 

 

There can be no true substitute for the governing principles of luni-solar time, 

which mark out to the minute the exact time and place of beginning of the moonôs 

new year.  These laws were established by the Creator from the very origin of 

time and they will last throughout eternity.  If they seem useless and impractical 

to us, it is because we do not understand them.
28

 

 

                                                
27

 DŜƴŜǎƛǎ млΥнр ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ά¦ƴǘƻ 9ōŜǊ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎΥ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ tŜƭŜƎΤ ŦƻǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ 
ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘΣέ ƻǊ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘǊƛŎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜƴΗ  wŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜȄŀƎƛǎƳŀƭ 
system, their standard unit of measure, was likely what was used.   
28

 DǊŀŎŜ !ƳŀŘƻƴΣ ά.ǊƛŜŦ wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ±ƛŜǿǎ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ aƛƭƭŜǊƛǘŜ /ƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎȅΣέ .ƻȄ нΣ CƻƭŘŜǊ пΣ DǊŀŎŜ !ƳŀŘƻƴ 
Collection, op. cit., emphasis supplied. 



16 
 

It is time for knowledge of the Biblical calendar to be restored and understood.  If at first it 

seems difficult to grasp, it is merely because it is a new concept.  Unfamiliarity does not, by 

definition, prove something is in error.  Even the Gregorian calendar has rules that are unfamiliar 

to most people, such as the rare occurrence of eight years between leap years.  If the technical 

aspects at first bog you down, skip to the next chapter.  You can always come back later.  The 

subject becomes easier to understand as one grows more acquainted with the rules of luni-solar 

calendation. 

 

Day 

 

Scripture establishes three types of worship days: seventh-day Sabbaths,
29

 New Moons,
30

 and 

annual feast Sabbaths.
31

  The annual feast days, as the most important Sabbaths, had the most 

sacrifices specified for those days.
32

  Interestingly, considerably more sacrifices were required on 

New Moons than even for the weekly Sabbaths!
33

  The New Moons were a day to consecrate 

oneself to God for the up-coming month and were days on which no commerce was to be 

conducted.  These three types of worship days were all calculated by the luni-solar calendar.   

 

New Moons and Sabbaths are frequently linked in scripture with no evidence that they are to be 

calculated using different calendars.  Likewise, there is no evidence in scripture that the calendar 

used to calculate the yearly feasts was different than that which was used to calculate the weekly 

Sabbaths and New Moons.    Scripture clearly reveals that both new moons and seventh-day 

Sabbaths will be observed as worship days throughout all eternity.
34

  Prophecy also foretells that 

at least the Feast of Tabernacles will be observed in eternity.
35

  Consistency demands that the 

same calendar be used to calculate the weekly Sabbath as is used to calculate New Moons and 

yearly feasts. 

 

Week 

 

The one aspect of the Biblical calendar that is the hardest to wrap oneôs mind around at first is 

the difference in the weekly cycle.  The Gregorian calendar, like the Julian calendar before it, has 

a continuous weekly cycle.  The Biblical calendar does not.  Because time itself is continuous, 

                                                
29

 Genesis 2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 31:13-17; Isaiah 66:23, etc. 
30

 Isaiah 66:23; Ezekiel 46:1; Amos 8:5. 
31

 Leviticus 23 
32

 See Numbers 28 and 29. 
33

 Compare Numbers 28:9, 10 with Number 28:11-15. 
34

 ά!ƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ƴŜǿ Ƴƻƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ {ŀōōŀǘƘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀƭƭ ŦƭŜǎƘ 
come ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ aŜΣ ǎŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [hw5Φέ  (Isaiah 66:23.) 
35

 Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŦƻǊŜǘŜƭƭǎΥ ά!ƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 
the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of 
ƘƻǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘŀōŜǊƴŀŎƭŜǎΦέ  ό½ŜŎƘŀǊƛŀƘ мпΥмсΦύ 
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this may seem contradictory.  However, it creates a very user-friendly calendar.  Every date of 

every month always falls on the same day of the week. 

 

The week of seven days was connected with the lunar month, of which it is, 

approximately, a fourth.  The quadripartite division of the month was evidently in 

use among the Hebrews and other ancient peoples; but it is not clear whether it 

originated among the former. It is unnecessary to assume, however, that it was 

derived from the Babylonians, for it is equally possible that observations of the 

four phases of the moon led the Hebrew nomads spontaneously and independently 

to devise the system of dividing the interval between the successive new moons 

into four groups of seven days each.  . . . The emphasis laid on the requirement 

[Leviticus 23:15] that the weeks of Pentecost should be ñcompleteò (ñtemimotò) 

suggests that weeks might be reckoned in such a way as to violate this 

injunction.
36

   

 

The above quote highlights an interesting point: the emphasis in the count to Pentecost being on 

complete weeks does infer that the weekly cycle in use would not automatically provide that.   

 

Month 

 

The month begins the day after the first visible crescent is observed. 

 

The month was a unit of time closely tied to the moon.  The Hebrew word for 

ñmonthò also meant ñmoonò . . . The reason for the connection between the month 

and the moon is that the beginning of a month was marked by a new moon.  The 

moon was carefully observed by the people of Bible times.  When it appeared as a 

thin crescent, it marked the beginning of a new month. 

 

The lunar month was about 29 days long.  Therefore, the first crescent of the new 

moon would appear 29 or 30 days after the previous new moon.  At times the 

crescent was not visible because of clouds.  But this was allowed for with a rule 

that the new moon would never be reckoned as more than 30 days after the last 

new moon.  This prevented too much variation in the calendar.
37

 

 

                                                
36

 9Ƴƛƭ DΦ IƛǊǎŎƘΣ ά²ŜŜƪΥ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳƴŀǊ tƘŀǎŜǎΣέ www.JewishEncyclopedia.com.  This quote clearly 
supports a weekly cycle restarting with each new moon.  The author mistakenly believed that the first day of the 
work week was the first date of the month.  However, this cannot be the case as proven by the scriptural dates for 
the seventh-day Sabbath, which always occurred on the 8

th
, 15

th
, 22

nd
, and 29

th
.  Thus, First Day of the first week, is 

always on the second (date) of the month. 
37

 bŜƭǎƻƴΩǎ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ .ƛōƭŜ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1986. 
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Astronomers refer to the conjunction as the new moon.  The conjunction is when the earth, moon 

and sun are all in alignment and the moon cannot be seen from earth.  This is also referred to as 

the black, or dark moon.  The month began on New Moon day, the day after the crescent moon 

was observed in the evening sky.  In fact, the word calendar comes from the word calends which 

means to call or proclaim (announce the month had begun).
38

 

 

Various lunar Sabbatarians differ in their understanding of precisely what is the ñnew moon.ò
39

  

Some believe that it is the last visible crescent, while others believe that it is the astronomical 

new moon, or conjunction.  The overwhelming weight of archeological
40

 and scriptural evidence, 

however, establishes that originally the first visible crescent (after conjunction) was considered 

the new moon.
41

  The word chôdesh means to renew.  It is translated both as ñmonthò and as 

ñmoon.ò  The phrase ñnew moonò refers to the first visibly seen moon, as it is re-lighted, or 

renewed, after the dark phase.  In order for the moon to be renewed or seen, there must actually 

be something there to be seen.  In the following quote, notice the emphasis on the changing light 

of the moon as a sign to be seen.  When the moon is in conjunction, there is nothing to be seen, 

and thus it is not a sign. 

 

He made the moon also to serve in her season for a declaration of times, and a 

sign of the world.  From the moon is the sign of feasts, a light that decreaseth in 

her perfection.  The month is called after her name, increasing wonderfully in her 

changing, being an instrument of the armies above, shining in the firmament of 

heaven; The beauty of heaven, the glory of the stars, an ornament giving light in 

the highest places of the Lord.  At the commandment of the Holy One they will 

stand in their order, and never faint in their watches.
42

 

 

The crescent moon is sighted above the Western horizon after sunset.  The moon appears at 

different angles and positions depending upon oneôs location on earth.  The following graphics 

show what the first visible crescent looks like for different points on earth. 

 

                                                
38

 The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology, T. F. Hoad (ed.), (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996). 
39

 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǎ άǇǊƻƻŦέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ƛǎ 
error.  Rather, truths long buried under the rubble of error and assumption are being dug out.  Everyone should 
have the freedom to pursue truth and be granted the religious liberty to follow his/her convictions. 
40

 Clay tablets and stele still extant reveal that all ancient civilizations originally began their months with the 
observation of the first visible crescent.   
41

 Ecclesiasticus, written in the first century B.C.E. refers to the light reflecting on the moon: άAnd then the moon, 

ever punctual to mark the times, an everlasting sign: It is the moon that signals the feasts, a luminary that wanes 

after being full. The month derives its name from hers. She waxes wonderfully in her phases, banner of the hosts 

on high, shining in the vault of heaven.έ  (Ecclesiasticus 43:6-8, c.a. 190-180 B.C.) 
42

 Ecclesiasticus 44:6-10 
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Northern Hemisphere:      

 

Equator:        

 

Southern Hemisphere:      

 

The points of the new moon are called ñhorns.ò  These point to the pathway of the setting sun.  

Depending upon oneôs latitude, the distance away from the path of the setting sun will be plus or 

minus 5ę.  At armôs length, the width of one finger is 1.5 degrees.  The furthest away from the 

sunôs pathway that the crescent ever appears, will be approximately four fingers.  If one is at the 

equator, the moon will appear to set directly over where the sun set. 

 

The further North or South one goes, the more degrees away from the sunôs path the moon will 

appear.  The following graphics
43

 show the position of the crescent in relation to that of the sun.  

 

Northern Hemisphere: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
43 Graphics: © Nick Strobel, www.astronomynotes.com.  

 

http://www.astronomynotes.com/
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Equator: 

 

 
 

Southern Hemisphere: 

 

 
 

Like the sun, the moon also rises in the East and sets in the West.  The time of day the moon 

rises, determines whether or not it will be seen, and how much of it will be seen.  Following is a 

listing of times the moon rises according to its phase.  The moon follows approximately the same 

pathway as the sun and always rises approximately 50 minutes later each 24-hour period. 

 



21 
 

 

 

Moonrise times: 

 

Conjunction ï sunrise (The moon rises with the sun and thus cannot be seen.) 

First Quarter ï noon. 

Full moon ï sunset. 

Last quarter ï midnight. 

  

Because the weekly cycle started over with each new moon, the days of each month were 

numbered ñaccording to the moon.ò
44

  In other words, ñthe days of the month were the same as 

the days of the moon.ò
45

  Each New Moon (first of the month), was followed by the six work 

days.  The seventh-day Sabbath thus fell on every 8
th
, 15

th
, 22

nd
, and 29

th
 of the lunar month. 

 

The format of the calendar was like this:        

                   New Moon day #1 

 Six work days (dates 2 thru 7)     Sabbath # 8 

 Six work days (dates 9 thru 14)   Sabbath # 15 

 Six work days (dates 16 thru 21)   Sabbath # 22 

 Six work days (dates 23 thru 28)   Sabbath # 29 

 Translation day, 30
th
, if needed 

 

 

In modern calendar format, every month appears thus: 

 

 

  1st    2nd
 3rd

  4th
   5th

   6th  7th   

                                1  

  2   3   4   5   6   7   8  

  9 10 11 12 13 14 15  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29  

(30)  
 

                                                
44

 Josephus, Antiquities of the JewsΣ ό²ƘƛǎǘƻƴΣ ǘǊΦύΣ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǘƛΣ муппΣ ǇΦ трΣ ŀǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ άwŜǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ 
Historical Basis, Involvement, and Validity of the October, 22, 1844, PositionΣέ Grace Amadon Collection, op. cit. 
45

 Ibid. 
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The 30
th
 of the month, like the first of the month, was not part of the weekly cycle.  However, it 

was counted and did have a date as an account must be made of all time. 

 

Year 

 

All calendars require some form of intercalation.  The solar Gregorian calendar has two rules for 

intercalation: 

¶ Every fourth year, one extra day is intercalated on February 29. 

¶ Centurial years are leap years only if they are equally divisible by 400.  For this reason, 

2000 was a leap year, but 1900, 1800 and 1700 were not. 

 

The luni-solar calendar has a leap month instead of a leap day.  A solar year of 365 days is longer 

than a lunar year by 10 days, 21 hours and 121 parts.  As this extra time accrues, every two to 

three years a 13
th
 month is intercalated.  Various pagan cultures used the vernal equinox, the 

summer solstice, the fall equinox or the winter solstice to tie the shorter lunar year to the longer 

solar year.     The Creator wanted to remind His people of His loving watch care over them so He 

anchored the beginning of His calendar to the barley harvest.  This was a constant reminder that 

their prosperity depended on their Maker as He provided the harvest for their needs. 

 

In ancient times, the law commanded Israel that a handful of the first fruits of the 

land should be presented to the priest for an offering at Passover time before any 

bread, parched corn, or green ears should be eaten by the people.  This was to be a 

statute forever throughout their generations in all their dwellings.  (Lev[iticus] 

23:10-14.)  By this law the ancient Jewish year was regulated, and the full moon 

of barley harvest marked the first month of the year, which was called Abib, 

signifying the new fruits or ñgreen ears.ò  (Deut[eronomy] 16:1.)  Consequently, 

the sickle became the sign of the first month, and the paschal season.
46

 

 

The aim of the Mosaic [barley harvest law] command was to regulate the months 

according to the course of the moon, and the whole year in accordance with the 

course of the sun ï by assigning as a starting point the lunar month coinciding 

with the beginning of a determined solar season.
47

  

 

Meton of Athens claimed to be the first to discover that every 19 years the sun, earth and moon 

come back to the same location relative to each other.  Called the Metonic Cycle, this is basic 

astronomy.   

                                                
46

 Grace Amadon, Ancient Jewish Calendation, Box 1, Folder 9, Grace Amadon Collection, op. cit., p. 15 
47

 David Sidersky, ÉǘǳŘŜ {ǳǊ [ΩhǊƛƎƛƴŜ !ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳƛǉǳŜ 5Ŝ [ŀ /ƘǊƻƴƻƭƻƎƛŜ WǳƛǾŜ, άaŞƳƻƛǊŜǎ ǇǊŞǎŜƴǘŞǎ ǇŀǊ ŘƛǾŜǊǎ 
ǎŀǾŀƴǘǎ Ł ƭΩ!ŎŀŘŞƳƛŜ ŘŜǎ LƴǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ et belles-ƭŜǘǘǊŜǎ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘ ŘŜ CǊŀƴŎŜΣέ 9Ǌƴŀ .ƻǊƳ όǘǊΦύΣ όtŀǊƛǎΣ мфмоύΣ ±ƻƭΦ мнΣ 
part 2, p. 615, as quoted in Grace Amadon Collection, op. cit. 
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The barley-harvest law, when applied to a continuous series of years, is the same 

in its performance as the law of the 19-year cycle.  The moon dates themselves 

follow the same law, and periodically, in harmony with the 19-year cycle 

principle, the extra moons are interpolated that bring the lunar year into harmony 

with the solar.  Every 19 years, the barley-harvest moon dates repeat within a day.  

The embolismic years follow the same cycle number indefinitely, and the cycle 

can be numbered from any year in the series.
48

 

 

There are seven leap years within the 19-year cycle.  ñThis order of common and Veadar [13
 

month] years never changes in barley-harvest reckoning, and the embolismic [leap] month is 

always in the spring.ò
49

  The pattern of common and embolismic/leap years is as follows: 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

Notice that there are never two embolismic years in a row, nor any more than two common years 

before there is another leap year. 

 

WARNING! 
 

If your brain is getting weary of the details, go to the next chapter and come back later.  It is 

only unfamiliarity with the topic that makes it difficult to grasp at first. 

 

It is in the method of intercalation that the genuine calendar of the Creator shines forth as 

superior to all counterfeits.  The various segments that appear to be ñoffò when considered 

individually in actuality account for the moonôs various anomalies and provide an extremely 

accurate and predictable calendar.  While the technicality of these principles may make your 

eyes begin to glaze, in practice it is so simple anyone need only watch the heavens to know when 

it is.   

 

The simplicity of the genuine calendar is such that everyone on earth can use it by observation.  

The precision of the Creatorôs calendar can be seen in the following chart which reveals how the 

different common and embolismic years account for the moonôs varying anomalies.  (Because 

lunar months are 29.5 days long, the months typically alternate between 29 and 30 days long.)   

The following chart starts with the seventh month, when the Israelites started counting their 

regnal years, or the years of their kingsô reigns.  According to Exodus 12:1 and 2 the new year 

actually began in the spring, Nisan or Abib being the first month of the year.   

                                                
48

 Grace Amadon, Ancient Jewish Calendation, op. cit., pp. 8-9. 
49

 Ibid. 
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Common Years   Leap Years 

Month  Deficit  Reg. Full    Month  Deficit Reg. Full  

Tishri 30 30 30   Tishri 30 30 30 

Heshvan 29 29 30   Heshvan 29 29 30 

Keslev 29 30 30   Keslev 29 30 30 

Tebet 29 29 29   Tebet 29 29 29 

Shebat 30 30 30   Shebat 30 30 30 

Adar 29 29 29   Adar 30 30 30 

VôAdar ð ð ð   VôAdar 29 29 29 

Nisan/Abib 30 30 30   Nisan/Abib 30 30 30 

Iyar 29 29 29   Iyar 29 29 29 

Sivan 30 30 30   Sivan 30 30 30 

Tammuz 29 29 29   Tammuz 29 29 29 

Ab 30 30 30   Ab 30 30 30 

Elul 29 29 29   Elul 29 29 29 

Totals 353 354 355     383 384 385 

 

 

VôAdar simply means Adar II.  It is the 13
th
 month added only in leap years. 

 

Precisely speaking, a lunar month is 29 days, 12 hours and 793 parts.  As a result, the lunar 

month is roughly 45 minutes longer than the official given length of a lunar month which is 29.5 

days.  To account for this discrepancy, two methods are used: 

1. The eighth month, Heshvan, had 30 days in certain years, rather than the typical 29 days. 

2. The ninth month, Keslev, had 29 days some years rather than the usual 30.   

 

Heshvan and Keslev are the only months which are adjusted.  They bring the lunations back into 

balance, working independent of each other.  All time must be accounted for, which is why 

Gregorian calendation, once every 100 years or so, has eight years without leap years.  For a 
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calendar that is based on observation, this may appear overly technical.  However, it is the very 

exactness of lunar motion that allows for such calculations.   

 

During the century preceding the destruction of Jerusalem, the Sodhaʾbour or 

ñSecret Council for Intercalationò appointed by the Sanhedrin, fixed each year of 

the Jewish calendar by means of astronomical calculations based on certain 

regulations kept secret for a long time, which in the end transpired [via Hillel II] 

to the outer world.  The direct observation of the new moon on the evening of the 

29
th
 day of the month, and the statements of witnesses ï observers to be received 

with the customary formalities by a tribunal designated by said Council ï were 

used merely to confirm the astronomical calculations, and, above all, in order to 

surround with mystery, the deliberations of the Council behind closed doors.
50

 

 

The various combinations of embolismic years and common years, along with the moonôs 

anomalies, provide six possible lengths of the year. 

 

Regular Common year = 354 days  (12 months x 29 or 30 days) 

Deficient Common year = 353 days (Keslev [8
th  

month] with 29 days) 

Full Common year = 355 days (Heshvan [9
th  

month] with 30 days) 

Regular Leap year = 384 days (13 months x 29 or 30 days) 

Deficient Leap year = 383 days (Keslev [8
th
 month] with 29 days) 

Full Leap year = 385 days (Heshvan [9
th
 month] with 30 days) 

 

Because a lunation is 29.5 days long, six lunar months are exactly 177 days.  Abib 1 to the last 

day of the sixth month is always 177 days.  It was this precise astronomical principle that was 

used by the Millerites of the 1840s to calculate in advance Day of Atonement on October 22 in 

1844.
51

 

                                                
50

 Sidersky, op. cit., p. 625. 
51

 In 1844, the Jews kept Day of Atonement on September 23.  This was based on the adjustment to the calendar 
made by Hillel II, which tied the beginning of the year to the spring equinox.  The Millerites rejected the Rabbinical 
άǇŜǊǾŜǊǎƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭƛŎŀƭ ŎŀƭŜƴŘar and instead used the barley harvest law of Moses for determining the New 
Year.  From this they calculated the Day of Atonement (tenth day of the seventh month) by using the 177-day 
ŎƻǳƴǘΦ  άLǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ¸ƻƳ YƛǇǇǳǊ ƛƴ мупп was based upon modern Jewish 
calculation, while the October 22 date was computed in ancient Jewish time, in harmony with the calendar of 
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These numbers provide a reliable means of calculating the year in advance.  After the Molad 

(new moon) of Tishri is found, the Molad of the next yearôs Tishri is calculated.  The length of 

the year is simply the number of days in between those two points.  The number of days reveals 

into which of the six possibilities that year falls, and thus, how many days are in Heshvan and 

Keslev. 

 

The luni-solar calendar is the only calendar which has roots in the Bible.  It was established by 

God at Creation.  All other calendars are grounded in paganism.  The Creator Himself designed 

the time-keeping system His creatures are to use for worshipping Him.  The Sabbath, as a 

memorial of Creation, must be kept using the calendar established at Creation!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       
Moses.έ  όDǊŀŎŜ !ƳŀŘƻƴΣ άaƛƭƭŜǊƛǘŜ /ƻƳǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нн 5ŀǘŜΣέ .ƻȄ нΣ CƻƭŘŜǊ пΣ DǊŀŎŜ !ƳŀŘƻƴ 
Collection, op. cit.)  See also L. E. Froom, Prophetic Faith of our Fathers, Vol. 4, p. 796; also, Vol. 2, pp. 196-199.  
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ñIn the big lie there is always a certain force of credibility; 

because the broad masses . . . more readily fall victims to the big lie 

than the small lie, since they themselves often tell small lies in little 

matters but would be ashamed to resort to large-scale falsehoods. It 

would never come into their heads to fabricate colossal untruths, and 

they would not believe that others could have the impudence to distort 

the truth so infamously.  

ñEven though the facts which prove this to be so may be brought 

clearly to their minds, they will still doubt and waver and will continue 

to think that there may be some other explanation. For the grossly 

impudent lie always leaves traces behind it, even after it has been nailed 

down, a fact which is known to all expert liars in this world and to all 

who conspire together in the art of lying.ò 

 

Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, Vol. 1, Ch. X. 
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Timeôs Greatest Conspiracy Theory: 
The ñContinuous Weekly Cycleò 

 

 

hristians who worship on Sunday base this practice on the belief that Christ arose from 

the tomb on Sunday.  Jews and Christians who worship on Saturday do so because it is 

the seventh day of the week.  Both parties base their belief, and thus their practice, on an 

assumption.  The assumption is that because the progression of days was not changed at the time 

the Julian calendar transitioned to the Gregorian, the modern week is identical to the Biblical 

week.  Therefore, the ñlogical conclusionò is that Saturday is indeed the Bible Sabbath and 

Sunday is the day on which Christ arose from the grave.  The facts of the Julian calendar itself, 

however, prove this assumption is false.   

 

A well-known adage is that those who forget history are doomed to repeat the mistakes of 

history.  Likewise, those who have never learned the facts of calendar history have built an 

entire belief structure on a faulty foundation: the assumption that weeks have cycled 

continuously and without interruption ever since Creation.  It is of vital importance to all, 

regardless of their religion, to study the history of the Julian calendar.  Assembling the missing 

puzzle pieces of historical fact reveals when a continuous weekly cycle of seven days became the 

standard measurement of time ï and it was not at Creation. 

 

Julian Calendar Established 
 

The calendar of the Roman Republic was based on lunar phases.  Pagan Roman priests, called 

pontiffs, were responsible for regulating the calendar.  Because the pontiffs could also hold 

political office, it provided opportunity for abuse.  Intercalating
52

 an extra month could keep 

favored politicians in office longer, while not intercalating when necessary could shorten the 

terms of political opponents.  

 

By the time of Julius Cæsar, months were completely out of alignment with the seasons.  Julius 

Cæsar exercised his right
53

 as pontifex maximus
54

 (high priest) and reformed what had become a 

cumbersome and inaccurate calendar.
55

 

                                                
52

 .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ άǳƴƭǳŎƪȅΣέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎƻƴŘ tǳƴƛŎ ²ŀǊ όнму-201 B.C.) the priests 
hesitated to make changes, thus throwing the calendar slightly off the seasons. 
53

 Julius Cæsar had been elected pontifex maximus in 63 B.C.  (See James 9ǾŀƴǎΣ ά/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƳŜ wŜŎƪƻƴƛƴƎΣέ 
The History and Practice of Ancient Astronomy, New York: Oxford University Press, 1998, p. 165.) 
54

 άtƻƴǘƛŦŜȄ aŀȄƛƳǳǎέ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ǘƛǘƭŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜƎƻǊƛŀƴ 
calendar now in use is both pagan and papal, being founded upon the pagan Julian calendar and modified by, and 
named after, a pope. 

C 
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In the mid-1
st
 century B.C. Julius Cæsar invited Sosigenes, an Alexandrian 

astronomer, to advise him about the reform of the calendar, and Sosigenes 

decided that the only practical step was to abandon the lunar calendar altogether.  

Months must be arranged on a seasonal basis, and a tropical (solar) year was used, 

as in the Egyptian calendar . . . .
56

 

 

Notice that Sosigenesô big innovation was an abandonment of lunar calendation: 

 

The great difficulty facing any [calendar] reformer was that there seemed to be no 

way of effecting a change that would still allow the months to remain in step with 

the phases of the Moon and the year with the seasons.  It was necessary to make a 

fundamental break with traditional reckoning to devise an efficient seasonal 

calendar.
57

 

 

To bring the new calendar into alignment with the seasons required adding an additional 90 days 

to the year.  This was done in 45 B.C., creating a year of 445 days.  ñThis year of 445 days is 

commonly called by chronologists the year of confusion; but by Macrobius, more fitly, the last 

year of confusion.ò
58

  The first puzzle piece in establishing the truth of the calendar, is to realize 

that the Julian week of 45 B.C., did not look like the Julian week when Pope Gregory XIII 

modified it, and thus did not look like the modern Gregorian week of today.  This is the first 

assumption made by both Jews and Christians, regardless of the day on which they worship.
59

 

 

The Julian calendar, like the calendar of the Republic before it, originally had an eight-day cycle. 

 

The Roman eight-day week was known as internundinum tempus or ñthe period 

between ninth-day affairs.ò  (This term must be understood within the context of 

the ancient Roman mathematical practice of inclusive counting, whereby the first 

day of a cycle would also be counted as the last day of the preceding cycle.
60

)  

                                                                                                                                                       
55

 In order to declare an intercalation, the pontifex maximus had to be in Rome in February, the 12
th
 month.  

Because Julius Cæsar was involved in various wars, there had been only one intercalation declared since he took 
office.  In a letter to Atticus, dated February 13, 50 B.C., Cicero complained that he still did not know whether there 
was to be an intercalation later in the month. 
56

 ά¢ƘŜ Wǳƭƛŀƴ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΣέ Encyclopædia Britannica. 
57

 Ibid., emphasis supplied. 
58

 A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, William Smith LL.D., William Wayte, M.A., George E. Marindin, 
M.A., eds., (London: William Clowes and Sons, Ltd., 1890), Vol. I, p. 344. 
59

 This assumption is not shared by scholars.  Jews admit that the rabbinical calendar now used is not the calendar 
of Moses, and Christian scholars acknowledge that the Biblical calendar operated differently.  Some also admit that 
when the seventh-day Sabbath is calculated on the Biblical calendar it will not routinely coincide with Saturday.  
60

 J. P. V. D. Balsdon, Life and Leisure in Ancient Rome, (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1969), p. 59; P. Huvelin, Essai 
Historique sur le Droit des Marcheés et des Foires (Paris: Arthur Rousseau, 1897), p. 87; Ovid, Fasti (Cambridge, 
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The ñninth-day affairò around which this week revolved was the nundinæ, a 

periodic market day that was held regularly every eight days.
61

 

 

Early Julian calendars were not constructed in grids as are modern calendars, but the dates were 

listed in columns, with the days of the week designated by the letters A through H.
62

  For 

example, January started with day ñAò and would proceed through the eight days of the week, 

with the last day of the month being day ñE.ò  Unlike the Hebrew calendar, the Roman calendar 

had a continuous weekly cycle.  Because January ended on day ñEò, February began on day ñFò.  

Likewise, February ending on day ñAò started March off on day ñBò: 

 

A k
63

 Jan F k Feb B k Mar 

B  G  C 

C  H  D 

D  A  E 

E, etc.  B, etc.  F, etc. 

 

Following is a reconstruction
64

 of the Fasti Antiates, the only known pre-Julian calendar still in 

existence
65

 dating from the 60s B.C. found at the site of Neroôs villa in Antium.   

 

                                                                                                                                                       
MA: Harvard University Press, 1951), p. 6; Alan E. Samuel, Greek and Roman Chronology όaǳƴƛŎƘΥ /Φ IΦ .ŜŎƪΩǎŎƘŜ 
Verlagbuchhandlung, 1972), p. 154. 
61

 Eviatar Zerubavel, The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week, (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1985), p. 45. 
62

 Zerubavel, op.cit.,158; Balsdon, op.cit., p. 60; Francis H. Colson, The Week, (Cambridge, England: Cambridge 
University Press, 1926), p. 4; W. Warde Fowler, The Roman Festivals of the Period of the Republic (Port 
Washington, New York: Kennikat Press, 1969), p. 8; P. Huvelin, op.cit., p. 88; Alan E. Samuel, op.cit., pp. 153-154; 
Ovid, op.cit.; Hutton Webster, Rest Days, (New York: MacMillan) p. 123; W. E. van Wijk, [Ŝ bƻƳōǊŜ ŘΩhǊ (The 
Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1935), pp. 24-25. 
63

 Kalendæ: the first day of the month. 
64

 Palazzo Massimo Alle Terme, Adriano La Regina, ed., 1998. 
65

 For additional information, see The Calendar of the Roman Republic by A. K. Michels (Princeton, 1967). 
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Fasti Antiates ï reconstruction of the only known pre-Julian calendar in existence. 

 

This calendar was painted on plaster with the letter A painted red to indicate the start of the 

week.  The months are arranged in 13 columns.  January, on the left, begins on day ñAò and ends 

on day ñEò.  At the bottom of each column are large Roman numerals showing the number of 

days in that month.  The far right hand column is the 13
th
, intercalary month.  Additional letters 

appear beside the week-day letters.  These indicated what sort of business could or could not be 

conducted on that day. 

 

All examples of Julian fasti, or calendars, date from the time of Augustus
66

 (63 B.C. ï 14 A.D.) to 

Tiberius (42 B.C. ï 37 A.D.)  If the assumption is correct that Saturday is the Bible Sabbath 

because the weekly cycle was not interrupted at the calendar change from Julian to Gregorian, 

than this should be easily proven from the early Julian calendars still in existence.  An example 

of a Julian fasti is preserved on these stone fragments and provides the second, confirming piece 

of the puzzle in establishing the truth of calendar history.  The eight-day week is clearly 

discernible on them verifying that the eight-day week was still in use by the Romans during and 

immediately following the life of Christ. 

                                                
66

 Augustus Cæsar, first Roman Emperor, is mentioned in the Bible.  His levy of a tax led Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem just in time for the birth of Christ.  (See Luke 2:1.)  Because of the Roman method of counting 
inclusively, leap years were intercalated every three years initially.  To reconcile the additional time, Augustus 
decreed that no years were to be intercalated from 8 B.C. to 8 A.D.  The eighth month was renamed August in his 
honor. 
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It is important to remember that the Biblical week as an individual unit of time defined in 

Genesis 1, consisted of only seven days: six working days followed by a Sabbath rest on the last 

day of the week.  The eight-day cycle of the Julian calendar was in use at the time of Christ.  

However, the Israelites would not have kept the seventh-day Sabbath on the eight-day weekly 

cycle of the Julian calendar.  This would have been idolatry to them.  Even when the Julian week 

shortened to seven days,
67

 it still did not conform to the weekly cycle of the Biblical week nor 

did it resemble the modern week in use today. 

 

Seven-day Planetary week 
 

The decline of the eight-day Roman week was caused by two factors: A) the expansion of the 

Roman Empire
68

 which exposed the Romans to other religions and led, in turn, to B) the rise of 

the cult of Mithras.
69

  The role Mithraism played in restructuring the Julian week is significant 

for it was a strong competitor of early Christianity.
70

 

 

It seems as if some spiritual genius having control over the pagan world had so 

ordered things that the heathen planetary week should be introduced just at the 

                                                
67

 Fasti fragments exist which show both the seven-day and an eight-day week.  See Corpus Inscriptionum 
Latinarum, Theodor Mommsen, ed., 1863 ed., Vol. 1, part 2, p. 302.  
68

 Zerubavel, op.cit., p. 46; Huvelin, op.cit., pp. 97-98. 
69

 R. L. Odom, Sunday in Roman Paganism, (New York: TEACH Services, Inc., 2003), p. 157. 
70

 Many of the most important elements of Christianity have a counterpart in Mithraism.  Christianity has been 
called a plagiarized version of Mithraism.  Those seeking to discredit Christianity often point to the similarities 
between the two religions. 
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right time for the most popular Sun cult of all ages to come along and exalt the 

day of the Sun as a day above and more sacred than all the rest.  Surely this was 

not accidental.
71

 

 

Under these two factors, the Julian week began a centuries-long evolutionary process that ended 

in the week as it is known today.  The original seven-day planetary week is the third and final 

piece of the puzzle proving that Saturday is not the Bible Sabbath, nor Sunday the first day of the 

Biblical week.  This transformation took several hundred years.  Franz Cumont, widely 

considered to be a great authority on Mithraism, links the acceptance of the seven-day week by 

Europeans to the popularity of Mithraism in pagan Rome: 

 

It is not to be doubted that the diffusion of the Iranian [Persian] mysteries has had 

a considerable part in the general adoption, by the pagans, of the week with the 

Sunday as a holy day.  The names which we employ, unawares, for the other six 

days, came into use at the same time that Mithraism won its followers in the 

provinces in the West, and one is not rash in establishing a relation of coincidence 

between its triumph and that concomitant phenomenon.
72

 

 

In Astrology and Religion Among the Greeks and Romans, Cumont further emphasizes the pagan 

origins and recent adoption of a seven-day week with its holy day being Sunday: 

 

The pre-eminence assigned to the dies Solis [day of the Sun] also certainly 

contributed to the general recognition of Sunday as a holiday.  This is connected 

with a more important fact, namely, the adoption of the week by all the European 

nations.
73

  

 

The immense significance of this for Christians is found in the fact that Sunday cannot be the 

day on which Christ arose from the dead, because Sunday did not exist in the Julian calendar of 

Christôs day.  Nor can Saturday be the Biblical seventh-day Sabbath because the pagan planetary 

week originally began on Saturday. 

 

The following drawing of a stick calendar found at the Baths of Titus (constructed A.D. 79 ï 81) 

provides further proof that neither the Biblical Sabbath nor the day of Christôs resurrection can 

ever be found using the Julian calendar.  The center circle contains the 12 signs of the zodiac, 

corresponding to the 12 months of the year.  The Roman numerals in the left and right columns 

indicate the days of the month.  Across the top of the stick calendar appear the seven planetary 

gods of the pagan Romans. 

                                                
71

 Odom, op.cit. 
72

 Franz Cumont, Textes et Monumnets Figures Relatifs aux Mysteres de Mithra, (Brussels: H. Lamertin, 1899), Vol. 
I, p. 112. 
73

 (New YƻǊƪΥ DΦ tΦ tǳǘƴŀƳΩǎ {ƻƴǎΣ мфмнύΣ ǇΦ 163. 
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Saturday, (or dies Saturni ï the day of Saturn) 

was the very first day of the week, not the 

seventh.  As the god of agriculture, he can be 

seen in this preeminent position of importance, 

holding his symbol, a sickle.  Next, on the 

second day of the pagan planetary week, is seen 

the sun god with rays of light emanating from 

his head.  Sunday was originally the second day 

of the planetary week and was known as dies 

Solis.  The third day of the week was dies Lunæ 

(day of the Moon ï Monday).  The moon 

goddess is shown wearing the horned crescent 

moon as a diadem on her head.  The rest of the 

gods follow in order: dies Martis (day of Mars); 

dies Mercurii (day of Mercury); dies Jovis (day of Jupiter); and dies Veneris (day of Venus), the 

seventh day of the week.
74

 

 

When the use of the Julian calendar with its recently adopted pagan planetary week spread into 

northern Europe, the names of the days dies Martis through dies Veneris were replaced by 

Teutonic gods.
75

  Marsô Day became Tiwôs Day (Tuesday); Mercuryôs Day became Wodenôs 

Day (Wednesday); Jupiterôs Day became Thorôs Day (Thursday); and Venusô Day became 

Frigaôs Day (Friday.)
76

  The influence of the pagan astrological day-names is still seen today.  

Latin-based languages, such as Spanish, retain astrological names for Monday through Friday, 

with the Christian influence being seen in their words for Sunday (Domingo, or Lordôs day) and 

Saturday (Sabado, or Sabbath.)   

 

According to Rabanus Maurus (A.D. 776-856), archbishop of Mainz, Germany, Pope Sylvester I 

attempted to rename the days of the planetary week to correspond with the names of the Biblical 

week: First Day (first feria), Second Day (second feria), etc.
77

  Bede, the ñVenerableò, (A.D. 672-

                                                
74

 ά!ǎǘǊƻƭƻƎȅΣ ǇŀƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ŀǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƭŀƴŜǘŀǊȅ ƎƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
their supposed positions above the earth . . . Hence, if Saturn should have the lordship of the first hour of the day, 
ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ {ŀǘǳǊƴ Φ Φ Φ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ {ŀǘǳǊƴΩǎ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘƻǳǊ ƻŦ 
the following day would belong to the Sun, the next planetary god in the order.  This makes the Sun the lord of 
that dŀȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴΩ ό{ǳƴŘŀȅύέ wΦ [Φ hŘƻƳΣ How Did Sunday Get Its Name? (Nashville, 
Tennessee: Southern Publishing Assoc.,1972), pp. 10 & 11.  See Appendix H for an illustration of the planetary gods 
shown in order. 
75

 Ibid., p. 5.  
76

 WΦ .ƻǎǿƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢Φ bΦ ¢ƻƭƭŜǊΣ άCǊƛƎ-ŘŋƎΣέ An Anglo-Saxon Dictionary, 1898, p. 337; Odom, How Did Sunday Get Its 
Name? op.cit.Τ ǎŜŜ ŀƭǎƻ άCǊƛŘŀȅέ ƛƴ ²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ bŜǿ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭ ¦ƴŀōǊƛŘƎŜŘ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ, 2

nd
 edition, (New York: New 

World Dictionaries/Simon and Schuster, 1983). 
77

 See Rabanus Maurus, De Clericorum Institratione, Book 2, ch. 46, in J. P. Migne, Patrologiæ Latinæ Cursus 
Completus (Paris, 1844-1855). 

Roman Stick Calendar 



35 
 

735), renowned English monk and scholar, also reported Sylvesterôs attempts to change the 

pagan names of the days of the week.  In De Temporibus, he stated: ñBut the holy Sylvester 

ordered them to be called feriÞ, calling the first day the óLordôs [day]ô; imitating the Hebrews, 

who named [them] the first of the week, the second of the week, and so on the others.ò
78

  The 

astrological names, however, were too deeply ingrained.  While the official terminology of the 

Roman Catholic Church remains Lordôs Day, Second Day, Third Day, etc., most countries clung 

in whole or in part to planetary names for the days. 

 

The astrological influence is obviously even more pronounced around the fringes 

of the Roman Empire, where Christianity arrived only much later.  English, 

Dutch, Breton, Welsh, and Cornish, which are the only European languages to 

have preserved to this day the original planetary names of all the seven days of 

the week, are all spoken in areas that were free of any Christian influence during 

the first centuries of our era, when the astrological week was spreading 

throughout the Empire.
79

 

 

ñThe ecclesiastical style of naming the week days was adopted by no nation except the 

Portuguese who alone use the terms Segunda Feria etc.ò
80

 

 

The fact that both the Julian calendar and the pagan planetary week have been accepted for use 

by Christians reveals an amalgamation of Christianity with paganism of which the apostle Paul 

warned when he wrote:  

 

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth
81

 will let, 

until he be taken out of the way.  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 

the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the 

brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan 

with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of 

unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the 

truth, that they might be saved.  And for this cause God shall send them strong 

delusion, that they should believe a lie; That they all might be damned
82

 who 

believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
83
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The pagan planetary week, like the Julian calendar that adopted it, is irreparably pagan.  

Historical facts reveal that neither the Biblical Sabbath nor the Biblical First Day can be 

found using the modern calendar.  If it is important to worship on a specific day, than it is 

also important to know which calendar to use and when the change in calendation 

occurred. 
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© The Trustees of the British Museum 

 

This small silver statuette shows the Gallo-Roman goddess, Tutela. The goddess is shown holding a patera 

(libation dish) and positioned between her wings are seven planetary gods: Saturn, as the most important 

god ruling the first day of the week, is first.  On the second day of the week appears Sol (sun god), followed 

by Luna (moon goddess), Mars, Mercury, Jupiter and Venus. In her left hand she holds a double cornucopia 

with busts of Diana and Apollo; the two heads on her wings, just above her crown, are Castor and Pollux 

(Kastor and Polydeukes). The statuette, discovered in south-eastern France in 1764, is on display at the 

British Museum.   
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Changeling:  
The Metamorphosis of Christian into 

Pagan 
 

The pagan names of the planetary week have been perpetuated in the calendar in 

use among the so-called Christian nations.  Every time we look at the calendar we 

have before us a constant reminder of the amalgamation of paganism and 

Christianity that took place as a result of the great religious apostasy ï that 

ñfalling awayò foretold by the apostle Paul, which occurred in the early centuries 

of the Christian church and made the modern Babel of conflicting sects and 

creeds which profess the name of Christ.
84

 

 

t is understandable, though unfortunate, that modern Christians assume the week as it is 

known today has cycled continuously and without interruption ever since Creation: the entire 

world has been united in using the Gregorian calendar for 60 years while different parts of 

the western world accepted the Julian calendar almost 2,000 years ago!  However, ignorance of 

truth does not change what is truth; as God sadly observed in Hosea 4:6: ñMy people are 

destroyed for lack of knowledge.ò  It is the responsibility of every individual to search out for 

themselves what is truth and live their lives by that knowledge. 

 

The amalgamation of Christianity with paganism in the form of Mithraism was a process that 

took several hundred years.  Once the process was complete, the true Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment was lost under the assumption that the modern form of the planetary week had 

come down unchanged since Creation. While references to new Christians still clinging to pagan 

practices can be found in the New Testament, the biggest change crept in over calendation 

methods.  The solar Julian calendar with its continuous weekly cycle was very different from the 

luni-solar calendar used by the Jews and apostolic Christians.  Conducting business with a 

society that used a different method of tracking time was difficult.  As early as the last part of the 

first century, Ignatius ñpioneered the movement toward substituting the Sunday observance for 

the Sabbath observance.ò
85

  

 

The Christians in Rome were among the first to begin worshipping by the Julian rather than the 

Biblical calendar.  This created confusion among the pagans.  Around A.D. 175-178, Celsus, a 
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Roman philosopher and Stoic, wrote On the True Doctrine: A Discourse Against the 

Christians.
86

  This was a powerful denunciation of Christianity.  While his writing ñexhibits 

comparatively little of the bitterness which characterized [most pagansô] attacksò
87

 he 

nevertheless mocked Christians for copying the heathen.  ñThe result of his work was to place 

the Christian in a very unfavorable light in the eyes of the Romans and their rulers.ò
88

 

 

While no copies of Celsusô work still exist, much of it was quoted in a massive work by Origen, 

Contra Celsum.  One quote particularly is fascinating because it refers to Mithraism and the 

planetary gods.
89

  It is interesting to note, too, that Origen did not try to refute any parallels 

Celsus drew between Christianity and Mithraism, but instead simply sought to evade the 

charges.
90

 

 

The extent to which some Christians were embracing pagan practices confused many of the 

pagan Romans.  Tertullian (c. 160-225), an early Christian writer, wrote a defense of Christians 

which reveals the process then taking place with some Christians worshipping on Sunday, others 

on Saturday, still others clinging to the Biblical (lunar calculated) Sabbath.  His statements 

clearly reveal that Christians had been mistaken for Mithraists: 

 

Others, certainly more cultured, think the Sun is the god of the Christians, because 

it is known that we pray toward the east and make a festivity upon the day of the 

Sun.  Do you do less?  Do not most of you, in affectation of worshipping the 

heavenly bodies, at times move your lips toward the sun rising.  You certainly are 

the ones who also received the Sun into the register of the seven days, and from 

among the days preferred it . . . .
91

 

 

It is easy to see how Christians worshipping on Sunday would be confused with pagans.  The 

similarities between Christ and Mithra include: 

¶ Both claimed to be mankindôs savior 

¶ Virgin birth, attended by shepherds 

¶ Traveling teacher; taught morality 

¶ Twelve followers 

¶ Miracles 
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¶ Birthdate on December 25
92

 

¶ Sacrificed self for world peace 

¶ Buried in a tomb; resurrected the third day 

¶ Mankindôs savior 

¶ Known as the Good Shepherd and Light of the World; considered the Way, the 

Truth and the Life 

¶ Believers promised immortality 

 

When Christians also adopted the Julian calendar for worship, the pagans could see little 

difference between Christianity and their own Mithraism, other than the Christian refusal to burn 

incense to the emperor, which was viewed as treason.  Another quote by Tertullian is very 

significant, again revealing the differing practices among Christians, with some worshipping on 

Sunday, others on Saturday which he shows to be a deviation from Jewish practice (the apostolic 

Christians at this time were still keeping the Sabbath by the Biblical calendar): 

 

We shall be taken for Persians [Mithraists], perhaps . . . The reason for this, I 

suppose, is that it is known that we pray towards the east . . . Likewise, if we 

devote the day of the Sun to festivity (from a far different reason from Sun 

worship), we are in a second place from those who devote the day of Saturn, 

themselves also deviating by way of a Jewish custom of which they are ignorant.
93

 

 

This quote affirms that worship on Saturday was itself a deviation from the Jewish custom of 

worship on the seventh-day of the original calendar. 

 

Do not assume that because some Christians accepted pagan calendation and practices that the 

change occurred without protest from other Christians.  Apostolic Christians, those who strictly 

adhered to the teachings of the apostles and their immediate spiritual descendants, were greatly 

upset at what they saw as pagan apostasy creeping into the church.  The prejudice against 

Christians was extreme.  In fact, the main thrust of Tertullianôs work, the Apologeticum, was to 

defend Christianity against the unreasonable treatment of Christians by the pagans. 

 

Tertullian, gifted with a biting wit and with great relish for irony, points out the inconsistent 

treatment of Christians versus common criminals by the magistrates.
94

  Whereas a common 

criminal was tortured until he confessed to a crime, Christians who confessed to being 

ñChristianò were tortured until they denied it.  While Christians were accused of ritual incest and 

eating babies, such charges had never been proven.  Furthermore, Tertullian wryly observed, the 
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pagans (who did abandon unwanted children) were so licentious that incest for them was an 

inevitable if unknown occurrence! 

 

It is not for Christians today to judge those who lived through extreme persecution in the past.  

However, it should be understood that paganism made inroads into Christendom only under 

extreme protest and through the blood of martyrs.  Those who refused to drop a pinch of incense 

in honor of the ñdivineò emperor would often be forced to hold a handful of incense mixed with 

burning coals.  If the burning mixture 

was dropped out of reflex or if it fell only 

after the fingers were burned off, the 

pagans would rejoice that proper honor 

had been given the emperor.
95

   

 

Christians were also expected to offer a 

pinch of incense to the other Roman 

gods.  ñPrayer to the planets on their 

respective days was a part of the worship 

of the heavenly bodies.ò
96

  Some modern 

theologians acknowledge, ñYes, when 

the seventh-day Sabbath is calculated by 

the Biblical calendar, it will fall 

differently; but all God requires of us is 

to keep the seventh-day Sabbath by 

whatever calendar society uses.ò  Such a 

belief reveals a tragic lack of knowledge 

of the issues at stake.  The planetary 

week with the seven astrological gods 

was clearly seen by apostolic Christians 

to be linked to demon worship.  Scripture 

is adamant that the rites of paganism are 

nothing but devil worship: ñBut I say, 

that the things which the Gentiles [pagans] sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God: and 

I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.ò
97

 

 

The above illustration
98

 found in Tortures and Torments of Christian Martyrs shows a martyr, 

figure A, being forced to hold a handful of burning coals.
99

  The caption reads: ñMartyr whose 
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