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Sir Isaac Newton discovered it in the late 1600ôs.  The Roman Catholic Church 

discovered it shortly thereafter.  William Miller and Samuel Snow discovered it in 

1843.  Grace Amadon and the Seventh-day Adventist General Conference 

Research Committee discovered it in 1938.  

 

So what was it they discovered?   

 

They found that it was impossible to harmonize the twelve criteria of Christôs 

crucifixion date with the Julian/Gregorian calendar.  However, all of them found 

the twelve criteria perfectly fit Godôs Biblical luni-solar calendar (see Genesis 

1:14-19.)  As a result of this discovery, the Roman Catholic Church applied only 

five (somewhat skewed) criteria to an all together different year (A.D. 33) of the 

Julian/Gregorian calendar.  This allowed them to retain an Easter Sunday 

resurrection.  William Miller and Samuel Snow, as a result of their study, were 

able to connect all the dots (dates) of the 2300 day/year prophecy of Daniel 8 and 9 

using A.D. 31.  Grace Amadon and the General Conference Research Committee 

found it impossible to reconcile these 12 crucifixion criteria with the Julian 

calendar.  With over 5000 pages of research, including correspondence to and from 

astronomers all over the world, they clung by faith to A.D. 31 as the crucifixion 

year, but were unable to reconcile the Passover full moon requirement with a 

Friday. 

 

Traditionally, it has been claimed that ever since creation 6000 years ago, a 

continuous weekly cycle has never been broken.  In addition, it has been argued 

that Saturday must be the true Sabbath because that is the day observed by modern 

Jews.  However, the Jews themselves admit that they altered their calendar in the 

4
th
 century A.D.  

 



The key to establishing the crucifixion date lies in the twelve criteria that identify 

the dates for the crucifixion and resurrection.  

 

Correct knowledge of the crucifixion date establishes which calendar was used by 

Christ Himself in observing the seventh-day Sabbath. 

 

ñFrom the days of Ezra and Nehemiah to the present time, a long 

series of historical and astronomical source materials now offer a 

complete picture of the new moon and her phases.  Every detail of her 

performance is described either on tablets, stone, or parchment, or in 

books of ancient and modern astronomy.  Thus has the way been 

prepared for effective chronological study with reference to Jewish 

luni -solar time, and its bearing upon the death-year of Christ.ò  

Grace Amadon, Research Committee of S.D.A. Church, 1938 

  

 A halo of light and glory clustered about the time of Jesusô death  

 and resurrection, immortalizing the sacred facts that He was the  

 Saviour of the world.  Early Writings 197 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical Evidence 
 
ñHe shall insult the Most High, he shall torment/wear out the holy ones 
of the Most High and he shall attempt to change the calendar and the 
ordinanceò Daniel 7:25 (John Knoxô translation.) 
 
ñUnder the reign of Constantius (337-362) the persecutions of the 
Jews reached such a height that . . . the computation of the calendar 
[was] forbidden under pain of severe punishmentò (excerpts from The 
Jewish Encylopedia, ñCalendar.ò) 
 
ñSabbath and New Moon (Rosh Hodesh), both periodically recurring 
in the course of the year.  The New Moon is still, and the Sabbath 
originally was, dependent upon the lunar cycleò (Universal Jewish 
Encylopedia, 410.) 
 
ñNeither was it lawful for a man to keep sabbath days or ancient fasts, 
or to profess himself at all to be a Jew.ò  2 Macabees 6:6 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If the evidence born out in this study can be proven true, then successive weeks as 

we have known them on the Julian/Gregorian calendar ñhave been brokenò since 

the time of creation.  Secondly, Saturday as we know it today cannot be the true 

seventh-day Sabbath of God.   

 
      And the times of this ignorance God winked at. . . . Acts 17:30 

 

Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you 

seem to have come short of it. . . . . . ñToday, if you will hear His voice, do not 

harden your hearts.ò . . . . . . Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest 

anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.  For the word of God 

is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to 

the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 

thoughts and intents of the heart.  

Heb 4:1, 7, 11-13 

 

While this study only scratches the surface of this important and weighty subject, 

you will be able to see for yourself in the diagrams below the discrepancies 

between the two calendars as they overlay each other.  

 

These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they   

received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily 

 to find out whether these things were so.  Acts 17:10-11 

 

Below is the Julian/Gregorian calendar followed by the Biblical Luni-solar 

calendar as they would appear for April of A.D. 31, the specific month of Christôs 

crucifixion.  Following these, are two calendar overlays which show the 

discrepancy between the two calendars, specifically as it relates to the seventh-day 

Sabbath.   

Historical Evidence 
 
 
ñThe Israelites . . . made the Sabbath the feasts of a living and holy 
God.  The work of man became symbolic of the work of God, and 
human rest of divine rest, so that the Sabbaths became preeminently 
days of rest.  Since, moreover, the LUNAR MONTH had 29 or 30 
days, the normal lapse of time between Sabbaths was six days, 
although sometimes seven or eight; and six working days were 
accordingly assigned to the creation, which was to furnish a prototype 
for human life.  The connection of the Sabbath with lunar phases, 
however, was [later] discarded by the Israelites . . . .ò  (The New 
Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclopedia, 135-136.) 
 



As you can see this is a basic Julian/Gregorian calendar for A.D. 31.  Using the 

twelve criteria that are listed on page 9, is it possible to conclusively pinpoint the 

crucifixion, Sabbath and resurrection days?   

 

 

    

 
 

 


