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Calendars are and always have been religious devices. 

 

The notion that the calendar was devised by and for farmers so that they would 

know when to sow and when to reap has been taken for granted too long; it fails 

both the test of logic and of fact.  Farmers do not need a formal calendar to know 

the seasons, and primitive societies have managed to feed themselves for 

generations without a calendar.  

 

The historic fact is that the calendar was devised in order to predetermine the 

precise time of festivals honoring the gods.  The calendar, in other words, was a 

religious device.
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During the French Revolution, France set aside Christianity and in public forum denounced the 

God of Heaven.  ñThe world for the first time heard an assembly of men, born and educated in 

civilization, and assuming the right to govern one of the finest of the European nations, uplift 

their united voice to deny the most solemn truth which manôs soul receives, and renounce 

unanimously the belief and worship of a Deity.ò
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France is the only nation in the world concerning which the authentic record 

survives, that as a nation she lifted her hand in open rebellion against the Author 

of the universe.  Plenty of blasphemers, plenty of infidels, there have been, and 

still continue to be, in England, Germany, Spain, and elsewhere; but France stands 

apart in the worldôs history as the single state which, by the decree of her 

Legislative Assembly, pronounced that there was no God, and of which the entire 

population of the capital, and a vast majority elsewhere, women as well as men, 

danced and sang with joy in accepting the announcement.
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On October 23, 1793, just nine days after Queen Marie-Atoinette was executed, the Republican 

Calendar was decreed.  The French calendar reform was an attempt to de-Christianize the 
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calendar, in keeping with the Revolutionôs stated goal of promoting Reason as opposed to 

Religion.    ñReasonò was worshipped and religion denounced as 

superstition.  This was the main motivation behind the French reform of 

the calendar.  Pierre-Sylvain Maréchal, who originally proposed the 

change, declared: ñthe calendar of the French Republic . . . must not 

resemble in any respect the official annuals of the apostolic and Roman 

Church.ò
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The new calendar bore a striking resemblance to the old Egyptian solar 

calendar.  There were 12 months, each containing 30 days each.  The 

months were broken up into 10-day décades with the final day being a day 

of rest.  This was not a day to worship the God of Heaven.  This was merely 

a day of rest from labor.  At the end of the year, following the 12
th
 month of 

Fructidor, a final five days were added to the calendar (six in a leap year.)  These were each 

named in celebration of various revolutionary principles: Fete de la vertu (Celebration of virtue); 

Fete du genie (Celebration of genius); Fete du travail (Celebration of labor); Fete de lôopinion 

(Celebration of opinion); Fete des recompenses (Celebration of rewards); and, the leap day Jour 

de la revolution (Day of the revolution).  According to article VII of the decree, the last five days 

did not belong to any month.  
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