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Calendar Reform: Who Needs It? 
 

f it is important to worship on A Precise Day, it is imperative to use the correct calendar to 

find that day.  All need to be aware of recent calendar reforms because history will be 

repeated.  That which has been, will be and the calendar you use reveals which God/god you 

are worshipping. 

 

While various countries still use their own religious calendars, the entire world has been united 

in using the Gregorian calendar since 1949.  This may come as a surprise to Westerners as most 

countries in the West have been using either the Gregorian 

calendar or its predecessor, the Julian calendar, for over 2,000 

years. 

 

Such long use of Gregorian/Julian calendation can lead to the 

false assumption that the particulars of this calendar system have 

always existed and that time has always been measured in the 

same way.  This is not true.  Calendars have measured time in a variety of ways.  It is also 

assumed that because time is, because time simply exists, the way you keep track of that time 

also simply is and cannot be changed.   

 

It is important for the student of the Bible to know facts of history.  Calendars are religious 

devices.  Therefore, most calendar reforms have been religiously motivated, at least in part.  

Knowing the facts of calendation allows the student of Yahuwahôs Word to know which is the 

true calendar by which the Creator is to be worshipped and which is the counterfeit.  There is 

once again a growing movement to reform the calendar.  This reform would interrupt the 

continuous weekly cycle by which time is currently measured on the Gregorian calendar.  This 

reform will again hide the true Sabbath. 

 

French Calendar Reform: The De-Christianization of France 

 

Calendars are and always have been religious devices. 
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The notion that the calendar was devised by and for farmers so that they would 

know when to sow and when to reap has been taken for granted too long; it fails 

both the test of logic and of fact.  Farmers do not need a formal calendar to know 

the seasons, and primitive societies have managed to feed themselves for 

generations without a calendar.  

 

The historic fact is that the calendar was devised in order to predetermine the 

precise time of festivals honoring the gods.  The calendar, in other words, was a 

religious device.
1
   

 

During the French Revolution, France set aside Christianity and in public forum denounced the 

God of Heaven.  ñThe world for the first time heard an assembly of men, born and educated in 

civilization, and assuming the right to govern one of the finest of the European nations, uplift 

their united voice to deny the most solemn truth which manôs soul receives, and renounce 

unanimously the belief and worship of a Deity.ò
2
   

 

France is the only nation in the world concerning which the authentic record 

survives, that as a nation she lifted her hand in open rebellion against the Author 

of the universe.  Plenty of blasphemers, plenty of infidels, there have been, and 

still continue to be, in England, Germany, Spain, and elsewhere; but France stands 

apart in the worldôs history as the single state which, by the decree of her 

Legislative Assembly, pronounced that there was no God, and of which the entire 

population of the capital, and a vast majority elsewhere, women as well 

as men, danced and sang with joy in accepting the announcement.
3
   

 

On October 23, 1793, just nine days after Queen Marie-Atoinette was 

executed, the Republican Calendar was decreed.  The French calendar reform 

was an attempt to de-Christianize the calendar, in keeping with the 

Revolutionôs stated goal of promoting Reason as opposed to Religion.    

ñReasonò was worshipped and religion denounced as superstition.  This was 

the main motivation behind the French reform of the calendar.  Pierre-Sylvain 

Mar®chal, who originally proposed the change, declared: ñthe calendar of the French Republic . . 

. must not resemble in any respect the official annuals of the apostolic and Roman Church.ò
4
   

 

The new calendar bore a striking resemblance to the old Egyptian solar calendar.  There were 12 

months, each containing 30 days each.  The months were broken up into 10-day décades with the 

final day being a day of rest.  This was not a day to worship the God of Heaven.  This was 
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merely a day of rest from labor.  At the end of the year, following the 12
th
 month of Fructidor, a 

final five days were added to the calendar (six in a leap year.)  These were each named in 

celebration of various revolutionary principles: Fete de la vertu (Celebration of virtue); Fete du 

genie (Celebration of genius); Fete du travail (Celebration of labor); Fete de lôopinion 

(Celebration of opinion); Fete des recompenses (Celebration of rewards); and, the leap day Jour 

de la revolution (Day of the revolution).  According to article VII of the decree, the last five days 

did not belong to any month.  

 

 
French Republican Calendar 

 

Whereas the Roman Catholic calendar (the Gregorian calendar) linked Easter to the spring 

equinox of March 21, the French Republican calendar decreed that New Year would be anchored  

to ñmidnight of the day of the autumn equinox for the Paris observatoryò (Article III). 

 

The 10-day week completely demolished any sanctity for Sunday as a holy day and the most 

important day of the week.  By instituting a 10-day week, the French government exerted power 

over the Roman Catholic Church in her main area of influence: control of time.  Throughout the 

middle ages, the people had been taught to reverence Sunday and lived in fear of the power of 

the papacy.  Even the name of ñSundayò was removed from the new week, the days being 

numbered instead: Primidi, Duodi, Tridi, Quartidi, Quintidi, Sextidi, Septidi, Octidi, Nonidi, 

Décadi (First, Second, Third, etc.). 

 


