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Calendar Reform: Who Needs It? 
 

f it is important to worship on A Precise Day, it is imperative to use the correct calendar to 

find that day.  All need to be aware of recent calendar reforms because history will be 

repeated.  That which has been, will be and the calendar you use reveals which God/god you 

are worshipping. 

 

While various countries still use their own religious calendars, the entire world has been united 

in using the Gregorian calendar since 1949.  This may come as a surprise to Westerners as most 

countries in the West have been using either the Gregorian 

calendar or its predecessor, the Julian calendar, for over 2,000 

years. 

 

Such long use of Gregorian/Julian calendation can lead to the 

false assumption that the particulars of this calendar system have 

always existed and that time has always been measured in the 

same way.  This is not true.  Calendars have measured time in a variety of ways.  It is also 

assumed that because time is, because time simply exists, the way you keep track of that time 

also simply is and cannot be changed.   

 

It is important for the student of the Bible to know facts of history.  Calendars are religious 

devices.  Therefore, most calendar reforms have been religiously motivated, at least in part.  

Knowing the facts of calendation allows the student of Yahuwah’s Word to know which is the 

true calendar by which the Creator is to be worshipped and which is the counterfeit.  There is 

once again a growing movement to reform the calendar.  This reform would interrupt the 

continuous weekly cycle by which time is currently measured on the Gregorian calendar.  This 

reform will again hide the true Sabbath. 

 

French Calendar Reform: The De-Christianization of France 

 

Calendars are and always have been religious devices. 

 

I 
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The notion that the calendar was devised by and for farmers so that they would 

know when to sow and when to reap has been taken for granted too long; it fails 

both the test of logic and of fact.  Farmers do not need a formal calendar to know 

the seasons, and primitive societies have managed to feed themselves for 

generations without a calendar.  

 

The historic fact is that the calendar was devised in order to predetermine the 

precise time of festivals honoring the gods.  The calendar, in other words, was a 

religious device.
1
   

 

During the French Revolution, France set aside Christianity and in public forum denounced the 

God of Heaven.  ―The world for the first time heard an assembly of men, born and educated in 

civilization, and assuming the right to govern one of the finest of the European nations, uplift 

their united voice to deny the most solemn truth which man’s soul receives, and renounce 

unanimously the belief and worship of a Deity.‖
2
   

 

France is the only nation in the world concerning which the authentic record 

survives, that as a nation she lifted her hand in open rebellion against the Author 

of the universe.  Plenty of blasphemers, plenty of infidels, there have been, and 

still continue to be, in England, Germany, Spain, and elsewhere; but France stands 

apart in the world’s history as the single state which, by the decree of her 

Legislative Assembly, pronounced that there was no God, and of which the entire 

population of the capital, and a vast majority elsewhere, women as well 

as men, danced and sang with joy in accepting the announcement.
3
   

 

On October 23, 1793, just nine days after Queen Marie-Atoinette was 

executed, the Republican Calendar was decreed.  The French calendar reform 

was an attempt to de-Christianize the calendar, in keeping with the 

Revolution’s stated goal of promoting Reason as opposed to Religion.    

―Reason‖ was worshipped and religion denounced as superstition.  This was 

the main motivation behind the French reform of the calendar.  Pierre-Sylvain 

Maréchal, who originally proposed the change, declared: ―the calendar of the French Republic . . 

. must not resemble in any respect the official annuals of the apostolic and Roman Church.‖
4
   

 

The new calendar bore a striking resemblance to the old Egyptian solar calendar.  There were 12 

months, each containing 30 days each.  The months were broken up into 10-day décades with the 

final day being a day of rest.  This was not a day to worship the God of Heaven.  This was 

                                                
1
 Zecharia Sitchin, When Time Began, p. 198, emphasis supplied. 

2
 Sir Walter Scott, Life of Napoleon, Vol. 1, Ch. 17. 

3
 Blackwoodôs Magazine, November, 1870. 

4
 George B. Andrews, ñMaking the Revolutionary Calendar,ò American Historical Review 36(1931) p. 525. 
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merely a day of rest from labor.  At the end of the year, following the 12
th

 month of Fructidor, a 

final five days were added to the calendar (six in a leap year.)  These were each named in 

celebration of various revolutionary principles: Fete de la vertu (Celebration of virtue); Fete du 

genie (Celebration of genius); Fete du travail (Celebration of labor); Fete de lôopinion 

(Celebration of opinion); Fete des recompenses (Celebration of rewards); and, the leap day Jour 

de la revolution (Day of the revolution).  According to article VII of the decree, the last five days 

did not belong to any month.  

 

 
French Republican Calendar 

 

Whereas the Roman Catholic calendar (the Gregorian calendar) linked Easter to the spring 

equinox of March 21, the French Republican calendar decreed that New Year would be anchored  

to ―midnight of the day of the autumn equinox for the Paris observatory‖ (Article III). 

 

The 10-day week completely demolished any sanctity for Sunday as a holy day and the most 

important day of the week.  By instituting a 10-day week, the French government exerted power 

over the Roman Catholic Church in her main area of influence: control of time.  Throughout the 

middle ages, the people had been taught to reverence Sunday and lived in fear of the power of 

the papacy.  Even the name of ―Sunday‖ was removed from the new week, the days being 

numbered instead: Primidi, Duodi, Tridi, Quartidi, Quintidi, Sextidi, Septidi, Octidi, Nonidi, 

Décadi (First, Second, Third, etc.). 
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The new calendar was promoted as ―rational‖ and ―scientific‖.  In 1791, the National Assembly 

had ordered the Academy of Sciences (Académie des Sciences) to ―rationalize‖ the current 

system of weights and measures.
5
 The new and ―rational‖ system it established is still used 

today: the metric system.  The calendar, thus, was merely the next logical 

unit of measure to bring to a new, modern, scientific standard.  

However, the primary purpose was to destroy the traditional seven-day week 

and Sunday, the worship day for most of Christendom.  When Charles-

Gilbert Romme, its chief architect, was asked what the main reason for the 

new calendar was, he emphatically stated: ―To abolish Sunday.‖
6
  ―The 

décade [the new ―week‖] – or, rather, to be more precise, its ―peak day,‖ 

Décadi – came to be the single most important symbol of the de-Christianization of France.‖
7
  

Churches were forbidden to hold services on any day except for Décadi and citizens were not to 

close their stores on Sunday or acknowledge it by wearing their habits du dimanche, or ―Sunday 

best‖.
8
 

The education of the people was not overlooked in the calendar reform decree.  Article XIII of 

the decree stipulated: ―The calendar, as well as the instructional material [commanded to be 

printed in Article XII], shall be sent to administrative bodies, municipalities, tribunals, judges-of-

the-peace and to all public officers; to the army, to the popular societies, and all colleges and 

schools.  The Provisional Executive Council shall pass it 

on to ministers, consuls and other French agents in foreign 

countries.‖ 

Furthermore, Article XV commanded that ―Professors, 

teachers, mothers and fathers of families, and all those who 

direct the education of children shall hasten to explain to 

them the new calendar, in conformity with the annexed 

instructional material.‖  

French reform of time did not end with the days, weeks, 

months and years.  They even established a new clock.  In 

a decree dated October 5, 1793, it was declared: ―The day, 

from midnight to midnight, is divided into ten parts, each 

part into ten others, so on until the smallest measurable 

portion of duration.‖  (Article XI: Le jour, de minuit à 

minuit, est divisé en dix parties, chaque partie en dix 

autres, ainsi de suite jusquô¨ la plus petite portion commensurable de la dur®e.)   Like the metric 

                                                
5
 Maurice P. Crosland, ñScience & Technology: Academy of Sciencesò, Encyclopædia Britannica. 

6
 Pierre Gaxotte, The French Revolution, London: Charles Scribnerôs Sons, 1932, p. 329. 

7
 Eviatar Zerubavel, The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week, The University of 

Chicago Press, 1985, p. 29. 
8
 LôAbb® J. Gallerand, Les Cultes sous la Terreur en Loir-et-Cher, 1792-1795, Paris, Grande Imprimerie 

de Blois, 1928, p. 634; Henri Grégoire, Histoire de Sectes Religieuses, Paris, Baudouin Frères, 1828, Vol. 
1, p. 240. 

Charles-Gilbert 
Romme 

This unique clock gives the French hour at 
the top, the date of the month to the left, 
and the standard hour on the clock face at 
the bottom. 
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system, this new arrangement was called ―decimal time.‖  The hours of the day were divided ten 

decimal hours of 100 decimal minutes each.  Each minute contained a 100 seconds, amounting to 

100,000 seconds per day.  On November 24, 1793, it was explained: ―The hundredth part of the 

hour is called the decimal minute; the hundredth part of the minute is called the decimal 

second.‖
9
 

This particular antique clock-face is intriguing 

because it shows both the traditional 24-hour day 

in Arabic numbers on the outer circle, with the 10-

hour day in Roman numerals on the inner circle.  

Notice that one complete revolution of the day 

hand would be one complete 24-hour period.   

Thus, the new French hour was over twice as long 

as the standard 60-minute hour used by the rest of 

Europe.  The Phrygian cap
10

 commonly worn by 

Revolutionaries as a symbol of liberation is seen 

perched atop the scales of justice, with the red, 

white and blue revolutionary flag thrust in above 

the cannon. 

This complete and total realignment of time reckoning, not only destroyed the perception of 

Sunday as a holy day, but it also struck right at the foundation of the papacy’s claim to power: 

the change of the Sabbath from the seventh-day of a lunar week to the first day of a continuously 

cycling week on a solar calendar.  It was this reform of time reckoning itself which gave to the 

papacy the deadly wound prophesied in Revelation 13 and which various Bible expositors have 

linked to 1798. 

In 1798, the French general, Louis Alexandre Berthier, a Huguenot, took the pope, Pius VI, a 

prisoner.  Many Bible scholars point to this as ―The Event‖ which 

delivered to the papacy the prophesied deadly wound. However, taking 

the pope prisoner was only one act in a series of events.  The process of 

giving the papacy a deadly wound began in 1793 with the introduction of 

a calendar whose main purpose was to destroy any link to Christianity.  

This process did indeed culminate in 1798 when, on April 3, the ruling 

Directory ―for the first time, made the observance of the ten-day week 

mandatory.‖
11

 

The Directory’s main goal was obvious – to pull the entire social and economic 

life of France outside the sphere of the traditional Christian weekly rhythm, so as 

                                                
9
 ñLa centième partie de l'heure est appelée minute décimale; la centième partie de la minute est appelée 

seconde décimaleò (emphasis in original). 
10

 The Phrygian cap was worn by ancient Persian soldiers and the inhabitants of Phrygia.  While French 
Revolutionaries viewed it as a symbol of liberty, it was grounded in paganism as it was also worn by and 
thus a symbol of the pagan god, Mithras. 
11

 Zerubavel, op cit. p. 31; Albert Mathiez, La Théophilanthropie et le Culte Décadaire, 1796-1801, Paris, 
1904. 

Louis Alexandre Berthier 



6 
 

to make the latter absolutely irrelevant to daily life.  . . . The French [found] it 

almost impossible to even keep track of the days of the seven-day week when 

almost their entire affairs would be regulated by a ten-day rhythm of activity.  

Furthermore, how would anyone be able to preserve the traditional Christian way 

of life and attend church regularly every Sunday, when stores could be closed 

only on Décadis and Quintidi afternoons?  Similarly, given that fish markets were 

held only on Duodi, Quintidi, and Septidi,
12

 how would citizens be able to keep 

eating fish every Friday?
13

  

Besides being difficult to maintain one method of time-reckoning while all surrounding countries 

used another, the French Republican calendar fell into disfavor because workers were given one 

day off in ten rather than the previous system of one day off in seven.  While the new calendar 

had always been opposed by the devout, a series of reforms under Napoleon Bonaparte began 

easing the enforcement of the new calendar.  On July 26, 1800, Napoleon ―issued a decree 

announcing that, with the single exception of public officials, who would still be bound by the 

mandatory Décadi rest, French citizens were free to rest on whatever days they wished.‖
14

  The 

Concordant of 1801, which was an agreement between Napoleon and Pope Pius VII, restored 

some civil status to the Roman Catholic Church in France, and acknowledged the Church as the 

majority church of France.  September 9, 1805 decreed that Sunday was once again the official 

rest day of France. 

The Republican Calendar was finally abolished by Napoleon a little over 12 years after it was 

legislated.  France returned to the Gregorian calendar January 1, 1806. 

 

The Soviet Experiment: Playing with Weeks 

 
Soviet reform of the Gregorian calendar was very different from the French reform during the 

Revolution.  While it did not set aside the Gregorian calendar year, the new reform completely 

restructured the weeks.  The official reason was for greater productivity from workers and 

factories, but like the French reform before it, the Soviet calendar reform was in large part a 

reaction against religion. 

 

                                                
12

 Benjamin Bois, Les Fêtes Révolutionnaires à Angers 1793-1799, Paris, Félix Alcan, 1929, p. 154. 
13

 Zerubavel, op cit., p. 32. 
14

 Zerubavel, op cit., p. 34. 
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In May of 1929, Yurii M. Larin proposed a continuous production week.
15

  While at first his 

proposal was lightly dismissed, 

by the very next month he had 

won the support of Joseph Stalin, 

premier of the Soviet Union.  

Any opposition to the proposed 

reform was quickly crushed as 

―Counterrevolutionary 

bureaucratic sabotage.‖
16

  Two 

months later on August 26, 1929, 

the Council of People’s 

Commissars (CPC) decreed that 

all productive enterprises were to 

transition from the traditional 

work week interrupted by a 

weekend, to a continuous 

production week.  Further, the CPC stated that it was ―essential that the systematically prepared 

transition of undertakings and institutions to continuous production should begin during the 

economic year 1929-1930.‖
17

 

 

The idea appeared simple: divide all workers into shifts.  This applied not only to factory 

workers, but to retail and government workers as well.  With factories and stores open and 

producing 24 hours a day, every day of the week, productivity would increase.  This was called 

the nepreryvka or ―uninterrupted‖ week. 

 

The reform was simple in appearance only.  The effect on social life was disastrous.  Weeks were 

five days long.  Each day was coded with either a Roman numeral, I to V, or a color.  These 

colors soon came to be identified with certain days of the week.  Workers were assigned a 

number or color to indicate their days off. 

 

With such a large segment of the country’s population at work on any given day, the result was 

that it isolated friends, church members and families from each other.  If the husband rested 

every Red day, the wife rested every Blue day and the children were out of school every Green 

day, there were very few opportunities for socializing together even within the family unit, 

except after a long day of work.   

                                                
15

 The Soviet Union had been on the Gregorian calendar for only 11 years.  On January 25, 1918, the 
Council of Peopleôs Commissars (CPC) decreed that the Soviet Union would no longer use the Julian 
calendar but would switch to the Gregorian calendar.  This was done February 14, 1918.   
16

 Eviatar Zerubavel, The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week, The University of 
Chicago Press, 1985, p. 35. 
17

 Solomon M. Schwarz, ñThe Continuous Working Week in Soviet Russia,ò International Labour Review, 
1931, Vol. 23, pp. 157-180. 
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It was quite understandable that one would become associated with one’s regular 

weekly day off work, since the latter would be shared by only one fifth of the rest 

of the Soviet society.  Soviet workers may have rested more often than their 

Western counterparts (once 

every five, rather than seven, 

days), yet they certainly did 

not rest together, as one 

society, since 80 percent of the 

entire Soviet working 

population would be at work 

on any given day.
18

   

 

Whether Muslim or Jew, Christian or 

Atheist, a person’s life revolves 

around his days off work.  The Soviet 

calendar experiment was vastly more radical than that of the French.  Instead of just changing the 

number of days in a week, the Soviets basically had society broken up into fifths: one-fifth of 

society living by one calendar; the second one-fifth living by another, the third by still another, 

and so on.  This fragmented society.  Churches, families, society as a whole was no longer a 

harmonious unit, but was, in a very real sense, five separate societies that lived parallel, rather 

than intersecting, lives. 

 

As a social experiment, it led to a complete breakdown of the family unit.   

 

That one would tend to choose one’s friends from among those who shared the 

same days off is quite understandable, particularly given that, on days when 

workers had a day off, only about 20 percent of the people they knew would be 

available for socializing, the other 80 percent being at work.  The problems 

inherent to trying to get together with people whose work schedules are 

essentially out of phase with one’s own are obvious. 

 

However, as indicated by the following complaint, which appeared in the official 

newspaper Pravda on the very day the nepreryvka [uninterrupted week] was put 

into effect, such problems were dwarfed by the actual disruption of family life 

brought about by the reform: ―What is there for us to do at home if our wives are 

in the factory, our children at school, and nobody can visit us. . . ?  It is no holiday 

if you have to have it alone.‖
19

 

                                                
18

 Zerubavel, op cit., p. 37. 
19

 Zerubavel, op cit., p. 38. 
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In order for healthy relationships both in and outside the family circle, it is important to have 

opportunities to spend time together.  ―Given the traditional Marxist aversion toward the family, 

it is quite conceivable that the eventual destruction of the family may have even been on the 

actual agenda of the architects of the Soviet calendrical reform.‖
20

 

 

The discontent of the populace soon 

led to a modification of the calendar 

reform.  On March 16, 1930, the 

―Government Commission of the 

Council of Labor and Defense on 

the Transition of Enterprises and 

Offices to a Continuous Production 

Week‖ acknowledged the need for 

families to have similar days off and 

that such requests should be taken 

into account when assigning work 

schedules.
21

  The CPC issued a 

decree on November 23, 1931,
22

 

which ended an experiment so destructive to Soviet family/social life.   

 

However, this did not restore the traditional seven-day week.  From then until June of 1940, the 

Soviet Gregorian calendar was divided up into months containing five weeks of six days each, or 

the chestidnevki.  The sixth day was the common day off for everyone. 

 

While the whole subject may appear as a somewhat dry phase of history founded upon the greed 

of the Soviet hierarchy for more production from the common worker, the real motivating power 

behind it all was, once again, religiously motivated.  While the modern Gregorian week is 

founded upon paganism, nevertheless, its length is equivalent to the length of the Biblical week, 

both having seven days.  When the Soviet week was shortened to five days, the two days that 

were to be left off were Saturday and Sunday, the traditional Judeo-Christian days of worship.  

―To appreciate the antireligious significance of this move, note that, originally, the days of the 

week were even supposed to retain their traditional names, with only Saturday and Sunday being 

                                                
20

 Ibid. See also Lancelot Lawton, ñLabourò, p. 602 in P. Malevshy-Malevitch (ed.), Russia U.S.S.R., New 
York: William Farquhar Payson, 1933; W. E. Moore, Man, Time, and Society, New York: John Wiley & 
Sons, 1963, p. 122. 
21

 Katherine Atholl, The Conscription of A People, New York: Columbia University Press, 1931, p. 107; 
Izvestia, March 17, 1930. 
22

 E. M. Friedman, Russia in Transition, New York: Viking, 1932, p. 262; Albert Parry, ñThe Soviet 
Calendarò, Journal of Calendar Reform, 1940, Vol. 10, p. 67. 
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removed from the weekly cycle.‖
23

  In fact, a cartoon from the time published in a newspaper for 

Russian émigrés, depicts Saturday and Sunday being shot by a Soviet soldier.  The crime?  

―Their bourgeois origins.‖
24

 

 

Karl Marx, in his Critique of Hegelôs Philosophy of Right, had stated:  

 

Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of a heartless world, just 

as it is the spirit of a spiritless situation.  It is the opium of the people.  The 

abolition of religion as the illusory happiness of the people is required for their 

real happiness.  The demand to give up the illusion about its condition is the 

demand to give up a condition which needs illusions.  

 

Marx’ main point was that religion was merely an escape from 

reality.  Demanding that religion be given up, he was saying, was 

also a demand to change reality so that such escape was not 

needed.  However, a single sentence became the rallying cry of the 

Soviet regime: ―Religion is the opiate of the people.‖  As such, 

religion was viewed as a superstition for the weak-minded that 

should be crushed out.  ―As in France 140 years earlier, the main 

purpose of abolishing the seven-day week in the Soviet Union was 

to destroy religion there.‖
25

 

 

By changing the weekly cycle, the entire nation was to be removed 

from the traditional weekly cycle of the three main religions: 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  The seven-day weekly cycle was 

to have no bearing on Soviet daily life.  Not only would it be 

difficult to keep track of one’s worship days, but only once in 

every thirty five days (when the new five-day and the old seven-day weeks coincided) would a 

worker even be able to attend church, mosque or synagogue.  When the Commissar of Labor 

voiced his concern over the future of Sunday as a viable day in the calendar, he was emphatically 

told that the purpose for the reform was to, in essence, ―combat the religious spirit.‖
26

   

 

Worship and marriage are two divine institutions that came under attack under this diabolical 

calendar reform.  The overthrow of this reform began with the devout among the peasants: 

 

                                                
23

 Zerubavel, op cit., p. 36; P. M. Dubner, ñUninterrupted Week and Labor Productivity,ò Predpriyatiye 
1929, Vol. 73, No. 9, p. 51. 
24

 Atholl, op cit., p. 84 
25

 Zerubavel, op cit., Walter Kolarz, Religion in the Soviet Union, New York, St. Martinôs Press, 1961, p. 
31; Lawton, op cit., p. 602 
26

 Atholl, op cit. 

December 12, 1937,  

Sixth day of the six-day week 
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As in France 140 years earlier, it was the essentially traditionalistic rural 

population who spearheaded the movement to preserve the seven-day week.  

When the authorities insisted that they rest in accordance with the new secular 

weekly rhythm, many peasants followed the example set by their French 

predecessors and sabotaged their efforts by taking off both the official rest days 

and their traditional weekly days of worship, which they defiantly marked on the 

official calendars issued by the government’s printers.
27

   

 

The calendar reform did not have the production and monetary benefits first envisioned.  Not 

only did machines break down more as there was no time taken off for routine maintenance, but 

also with workers in the same factory leaving work or returning to work every single day the 

lack of continuity in the work force contributed to decreasing production but increasing 

irresponsibility which, in turn, decreased production still further.  The official reason given for 

abandoning the calendar reform was to restore productivity.  However, a large contributing 

factor, although unstated, was the peasant refusal to fully comply.   

 

To appreciate the role played by religious sentiments in the downfall of the 

chestidnevki [the six-day week], note that, along with their restoration of the 

seven-day weekly cycle, the Soviet authorities also reestablished Sunday as the 

official weekly day of rest.  Had it not been for powerful religious pressures 

which it apparently could not resist, the government could have easily chosen any 

of the other six days of the restored cycle, particularly given the fact that Sunday 

– the religious associations of which resonate even in its name, Vockresen’e, 

which literally means ―Resurrection‖ – had officially been dead for almost eleven 

years!
28

  

 

On June 26, 1940, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet restored the seven-day week.  Calendar 

reform was by no means dead, however.  Elsewhere in the world, agitation for a world-wide 

reform of the Gregorian calendar was growing. 

 

One World: One Calendar 

 
1938 – The world was precariously balanced on a powder keg and most people knew it.  The 

United States was still struggling with the financial fall-out of Black Thursday that had plunged 

the country into the Great Depression.  Europe was jittery because no matter how 

accommodating British Prime Minister, Neville Chamberlain was, Adolph Hitler still wanted 

more and more and more.   

 

                                                
27

 Zerubavel, ibid. 
28

 Zerubavel, op cit., p. 43. 
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In this time of intensity, Christendom was met with an unprecedented crisis. 

 

The stakes: Friday, Saturday and Sunday which are the traditional worship days within the three 

major religions of Islam, Judaism and Christianity. 

 

The enemy: the majority of the governments of the world. 

 

It was a calendar change that would affect the weekly cycle.  At a time when religious minorities 

were already struggling with labor unions for the right to keep Saturday as their rest day, it 

promised disaster to the religious world. 

 

The movement for a world-wide change of calendars started in the 1920s, but really gained 

momentum in the 1930s.  This was not some hare-brained idea supported by a handful of 

visionaries.  It was well-organized, well-financed and had supporters highly placed in the Roman 

Catholic Church and in the League of Nations. 

 

Let it not be thought that the effort to do this (put into place a new calendar) is 

insignificant and unimportant.  Rather is it true that a world-wide and powerful 

organization has come into existence which has this as its objective.  It is 

spending many thousands of dollars yearly for propaganda to obtain the approval 

of commercial, governmental, and civic bodies for the World Calendar.  It has 

numerous subsidiary organizations throughout the world working for the adoption 

of the new calendar.  One of these is the Rational Calendar Association of 

England.  Under different names there are similar organizations working for the 

same objective in Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Panama, Uruguay, 

Peru, Belgium, Colombia, Germany, France, Denmark, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, 

Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, and elsewhere.
29

 

 

Within individual governments, powerful men fought for the promotion of this reform in time-

keeping.  In the United States alone, the list of men in favor of calendar change reads like a 

veritable Who’s Who list of influential leaders in government, industry and education.  People 

such as: 

 

                                                
29

 Carlyle B. Haynes, Calendar Change Threatens Religion, Religious Liberty Association, Washington 
D.C., 1944, 4, 5. 
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Henry Ford, the Secretary of Labor, the 

publisher of the New York Times, the 

chief of the United States Weather 

Bureau, the directors of the Bureau of 

Standards and the Nautical Almanac, and 

the presidents of Yale University, Cornell 

University, the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology, General Motors, General 

Electric, the National Geographic 

Society, the American Museum of 

Natural History, and the American Bar 

Association.
30

  . . . The World Calendar . 

. . was officially endorsed by numerous 

scholarly societies (for example, the 

American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, the American 

Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the 

American astronomical, mathematical, 

philosophical, and psychological 

associations), many presidents of 

colleges, various commercial 

organizations (such as the British 

Chamber of Commerce, the American Industrial Bankers Association, and the 

American Institute of Accountants), and various religious groups (such as the 

American Lutheran Church and the General Convention of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church).
31

 

 

The threat to religious minorities was immediately clear.  Unlike the change from the Julian 

calendar to the Gregorian calendar in 1582, the proposed World Calendar would affect the 

continuous weekly cycle.  The result would be that the first year of the change, Saturday would 

remain on Saturday; the following year, however, the old Saturday would fall on the new Friday.  

The year after that, the Gregorian Saturday would fall on the new Thursday. 

 

The year this was to go into effect was 1945.  The reason was simple: ―It is best to choose a day, 

date, month, and year when both the old retiring and the new incoming calendars glide smoothly 

                                                
30

 George Eastman, Report of the National Committee on Calendar Simplification for the United States, 
Rochester, New York, 1929, pp. 8-9, 83-97.  These people were actually in support of the International 
Fixed Calendar, but were nevertheless active advocates of calendar reform. 
31

 Eviatar Zerubavel, The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week, University of Chicago 
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together.‖
32

  In the propaganda widely distributed by the World Calendar Organization, it was 

stated that the last four months of 1944 were identical to the last four months of the new 

calendar, so that would be a good time to make the switch.  It was a deceptive statement.  There 

was one glaring difference between the two calendars – a blank day. 

 

The way the calendar worked was this: the whole of the Gregorian year would remain the same 

until December 31.  December 30, 1944, was a Saturday; December 31 was a Sunday.  Under the 

new calendar, the day following Saturday, December 30, would not be Sunday, December 31, 

but simply World Day.  It would not have a date (that is, a number) nor would it be part of the 

weekly cycle of Sunday through Saturday.   

 

Instead of being recognized as Sunday, which it is, instead of being called a 

Sunday, or being observed as Sunday, it is set aside as an ―extra Saturday, 

December W,‖ and counted a blank day, or zero day. 

 

Instead of going to church that day Sunday observers would celebrate a holiday, 

an ―extra Saturday.‖  They would go to church the next day, Monday, the 2nd day 

of the week, now rechristened Sunday, and moved up, on paper, to be the 1
st
 day.  

They would be asked to keep Monday during all of 1945 . . . 

 

In 1949 Saturday, the 7
th

 day, under this arrangement, would be called Sunday, 

and made the 1
st
 day, and observed by Sunday keepers . . . 

 

Thus the historical Sunday would be detached from its fixed place in the week 

and set to wandering through the weekly cycle, its own name removed and 

another name applied.  Those who observe it as a religious day would be plunged 

into hopeless and endless confusion, groping about to discover their lost day of 

worship.
33
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 Elisabeth Achelis, The Calendar for Everybody, 121 (as quoted in Calendar Change Threatens 
Religion, 5.) 
33

 Haynes, Calendar Change Threatens Religion, 3, 4. 
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Illustration from Calendar Change Threatens Religion.  Religious minorities felt very threatened by the proposed 

alteration in the continuous weekly cycle of the Gregorian calendar. 

Protestant Saturday sabbatarians suddenly found themselves uneasy bed-fellows with Jews, 

Muslims and Sunday keeping Protestants who did not want a calendar change that would affect 

the only weekly cycle they had ever known – a continuous weekly cycle. 

 

The advantages claimed for the reformed calendar are avowedly commercial, 

economic, statistical.  It will, we are told – 

1. Fix the year in perpetuity. 

2. Retain and largely equalize the twelve months. 

3. Retain and equalize the quarter years. 

4. Group the months uniformly within the quarters. 

5. Provide 13 complete weeks within each quarter and uniformly group these 

weeks. 

6. Reduce the inequality between months from three days to one day, and 

establish an equal working month.
34

 

In summary, the year would always begin on a Sunday and end on a Saturday.  Specific dates 

would no longer float through the weekly cycle, but would forever be fixed to one day.  So, 

under the new calendar, if a child were born on Tuesday, January 10, 1947, her birthday would 

always fall on Tuesday because January 10 would always be a Tuesday. 

 

Opponents to this change quickly denounced it as a deceptive calendar.  The Gregorian calendar 

is based on the solar year – how long it takes the earth to revolve around the sun.  The solar year 

                                                
34
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is 365.2422 days long.  The World Calendar, on the other hand, while officially claiming to be a 

solar calendar would be only 364 days long (World Day, previously known as December 31, not 

being counted as a day.)    Every four years, leap day would be handled the same as World Day. 

 

The World Calendar reformers would have us observe that this calendar 

divides the twelve months of the year into four equal quarters, 91 days in 

each, 364 days in all.  But as there are 365 days in ordinary years, and 366 

days in leap years, they would have these taken care of by calling the 365
th

 

day Year End Day, or December W, or an extra Saturday, and have it 

follow December 30, not to be counted in the calendar, but considered and 

used as a holiday, a blank day, or zero day.  Likewise would they have us 

provide for the 366
th

 day in leap years, this becoming Leap Year Day, by 

placing the old February 29 in midyear following June 30 as another extra 

Saturday, and calling it June W, but not counting it in the calendar, just 

nonchalantly banishing it as another blank day.  They cheerfully tell us 

that ―both December W and June W are the stabilizing days in the 

calendar – the World Holidays.‖
35

 

 

The World Calendar was a very ―user friendly‖ calendar.  How convenient to have every date 

always coincide with the same day of the week every year!  However, as with the reforms in 

France and the Soviet Union, it was destined to failure due to very determined resistance from 

religious groups that saw this change as a bold attack on their religious liberty.   

 

The failure of these calendars to gain official acceptance despite all this support 

can be explained only by a very deep societal resistance, which was explicitly 

articulated only by extreme Sabbatarians, Jews as well as Christians, such as 

Seventh-Day Adventists [sic], the League for Safeguarding the Fixity of the 

Sabbath, and the Lord’s Day Observance Society.
36

 

 

Interestingly enough, not knowing that the weekly cycle of the Biblical calendar followed the 

phases of the moon, thus restarting each new moon, what these religious organizations were 

clinging to was the continuous weekly cycle of the Gregorian calendar.  They were not opposed 

to the idea of a perpetual calendar that would perfectly align the week, month and year.  What 

they opposed was the method proposed to intercalate the needed extra days.  If the left over time 

could be accumulated and then added in as an entire week, they would have accepted the reform.  

                                                
35
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However, any interruption to the continuous weekly cycle by the proposed ―blank‖ days would 

turn the Sabbath and the Lord’s Day into nomads, wandering through the new weekly cycle. 

 

In order to appreciate why Sabbatarians regarded the debates about the World 

Calendar and the International Fixed Calendar as actual battles over basic 

religious freedom, we must realize that, if any of those calendars were to be put 

into effect, the Sabbath and the Lord’s Day would no longer be permanently fixed 

on Saturday and on Sunday, as they had been for thousands of years.
37

 

 

Had these groups been able to keep their Sabbath on Saturday and Lord’s Day on Sunday, they 

would have willingly gone along with the proposed change.  However, the suggested ―blank‖ 

days: 

 

Would have clearly interfered with the traditional Sabbatarian obligation to 

observe the Sabbath precisely every seven days with no exception whatsoever.  

The whole essence of the Sabbath and the Lord’s Day is that they are the fixed, 

steadfast pivots of the Jewish and ecclesiastical weeks, and the very idea of a 

―nomadic‖ Sabbath or a ―floating‖ Lord’s Day would have been sacrilegious.
38

 

 

The stumbling block clearly was based on a lack of knowledge about the original calendar 

established by Yahuwah at Creation.  As the Sabbath is a memorial of Creation, it is linked to 

that Creation by following the phases of the moon.  As stated in Psalm 104:19: ―He appointed 

the moon for seasons [assemblies for worship].‖  ―The continuity and absolute regularity of the 

[modern] seven-day week (which is a function of its having been dissociated from natural 

rhythms such as the lunar month and the solar year) is by far its most distinctive structural 

characteristic.‖
39

 

 

As a result of vigorous opposition by Judeo-Christian traditionalists, the movement to reform the 

calendar gradually lost momentum and by the 1950s had largely passed from the world scene.  

The desire to reform the Gregorian calendar, however, has not been forgotten. 
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Illustration from Calendar Change Threatens Religion. 
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Global Time 

The desire to reform the Gregorian calendar has never died out.  In 1975, when Jimmy Carter 

was running for president of the United States, he stated that he was running for peace in the 

Middle East and The World Calendar.  Currently, there is a growing movement to implement 

The World Calendar in 2012.  The World Calendar Association, International, continues the push 

for calendar reform.  Clearly stated on its home page: 

During the first half of last century, recognition of the need for a user-friendlier 

successor to the Gregorian calendar prompted world-wide study.  It identified The 

World Calendar as the best probable choice.  A well-documented attempt to make 

the change followed, but was not completed.  In 2008, The World Calendar in 

2012 continues to unfold as a multi-level demonstration that the current, nearly 

unanimous Gregorian calendar, as we know and ignore it, quietly stifles 

(smothers/chokes) potential.
40

 

While Judeo-Christian traditionalists were able to defeat the earlier calendar reforms of the 18
th

 

and 20
th

 centuries, current developments in the world economic situation would seem to indicate 

that the reform may be passed this time.  The very simplicity of The World Calendar is one of its 

main attractions to financial and banking institutions.  Standardizing the year into uniform 

quarters would have great economic benefits.  

Right now, months and quarters in the Gregorian year vary in length.  On The World Calendar, 

each quarter would be identical to all the others: January, April, July and October would all start 

on Sunday. March, June, September and December would all end on Saturday.  This would make 

figuring salaries, amortizing loans, mortgages and car payments, work and school schedules as 

well as international monetary exchanges much easier because quarterly time segments are equal 

and perpetual. 

The economic difficulties being experienced by most countries around the globe have led many 

world leaders to call for globalized financial oversight.  Such oversight would necessitate 

uniformity such as The World Calendar can provide.    

However, for Christians who believe that the Creator has the right to establish the day on which 

His creatures are to worship Him, it presents a very real problem.  According to Dr. Angel 

Rodriguez, head of the Biblical Research Institute of the General Conference of Seventh-day 

Adventists, the World Council of Churches recently studied The World Calendar and how the 

proposed change would affect the current weekly cycle and worship on Sunday.   
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While the 20
th

 century move to replace the Gregorian calendar with The World Calendar was 

defeated by determined resistance from religious groups, many leaders/members of these same 

religious groups saw no problem in changing the calendar.  Some of them based their acceptance 

of calendar change on the facts of history.  P. W. Wilson, formerly a member of the British 

House of Commons, emphatically stated: ―The Jewish people are not to be held responsible for 

the anomalies and irregularities of the Gregorian calendar.  No religious community – Jewish, 

Christian, Moslem, whatever it be – has a reason for upholding what originated in the Paganism 

of a Roman Empire that has disappeared.‖
41

   What Wilson is acknowledging as originating in 

the paganism of the Roman Empire is Julian calendation which was the predecessor of the 

Gregorian calendar. 

In 1937, Dr. Jean Nussbaum, a Seventh-day Adventist greatly disturbed by the growing support 

for The World Calendar, conducted a series of interviews with leading men in Paris and Rome.  

Some Roman Catholic prelates, such as Monsignor 

Fontenelle of the Biblical Institute and Cardinal 

Tisserant, the director of the Oriental Institute, 

claimed to be opposed to The World Calendar.  

However, the Rector of the Biblical Institute, Dr. 

Nussbaum reported, ―sees no difficulty in accepting 

the calendar reform . . . He feels that the [Roman 

Catholic] Church has the necessary power to make this 

change‖ (Rome, 1937).
42

  It should be noted that after 

the Rector of the Biblical Institute expressed support 

for The World Calendar, Monsignor Fontenelle 

changed his earlier position and agreed with his superior.  In his notes of the interview, 

Nussbaum stated: ―In spite of all my efforts, I do not succeed in bringing him [the Rector] to 

admit the sacred character of the week.‖ 

Even certain Jews had no problem accepting the proposed reform.  Rabbi Martin M. Weitz of the 

Beth Hillel Temple in Kenosha, Wisconsin, stated that the calendar ―can be changed today, if 

necessary, even as it was done previously.‖
43

  He justified a blank day by arguing that it was 

allowable if observed as a 48-hour Sabbath: 

If the World Calendar in no wise sacrifices the week as is charged by many co-

religionists it may indeed be another great reform worthy of consideration.  If it 

sanctifies the week additionally in that it can reintroduce an ancient Jewish 

practice – a 48 instead of 24 hour ―coverage‖ for major rest days and festivals, it 
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may well be time to lengthen again the one-day and one-week festivals by one-

day for each.  . . . This practice of a lengthened festival in general is proposed in 

part by The World Calendar in its Year-End Day and Leap-Year Day, so that on 

each of these instances there would be two days of leisure celebrated 

simultaneously by the world-at-large.
44

 

Current promoters of The World Calendar are offering the same justification: make Year-End 

Day a second Sabbath and all is well!  The reasoning promoted by P. W. Wilson is being 

repeated today in various forms: 

The learned Rabbi has insisted that the word Sabbath does not signify only a day 

of rest.  It signifies Rest itself and the principle of Rest thus emphasized by 

Hebrew tradition, is no outworn principle.  We have today the five-day [work] 

week.  That short week is not destroying the Sabbath.  On the contrary it is 

associating Jew and Christian in a double Sabbath, human and divine, which both 

are able to celebrate in unison. 

And so with the Year and Leap Days.  These also are days, not withdrawn from 

the Sabbaths of the Year but added unto them.  They are among those Holy Days 

which man may use as holidays. 

According to The World Calendar, in so far as it affects the matter at all, the 

Jewish Sabbath is set in a strategic position.  It remains what it has been – the day 

on which every week ends.  It becomes the day on which every quarter ends.  

More important than all, it becomes the day on which every year ends.  The place 

of the Sabbath in such a year is impregnable.   

. . . Through all ages, the Jewish people have concentrated their minds on life 

itself.  That has been the glory of the Hebraic mission – life and home and 

happiness defended against the oppressive encroachments of power.  If it can be 

shown that calendar reform guarantees 52 fixed Sabbaths in the year and 

safeguards those Sabbaths within every year, and if this acceptance of the Sabbath 

can be extended as a blessing to all mankind – might it not be worth while for the 

guardians of the Sabbath to consider this opportunity of leadership along the path 

of well-being for all people?
45

  

In Israel, a bill brought by MK Zevulun Orlev (NRP) and posted on IsraelNationalNews.com on 

February 23, 2008, proposed that Sunday become a second day of rest, while allowing places of 

entertainment to be open and public transportation to continue to operate.  A poll conducted by 

                                                
44

 Weitz, op cit., p. 188, emphasis in original. 
45

 Wilson, op cit., pp. 22-23. 



22 
 

Prof. Yitzchak Katz found that 56% of the public supported Orlev’s initiative.  Such an act 

would clear the way in Israel for the acceptance of the blank days in The World Calendar. 

One Seventh-day Adventist minister, known for his conservative theological stance, stated: ―It is 

true that when the Sabbath is calculated by the Biblical calendar it will fall differently.  However, 

all God requires is that we worship by whatever calendar society is using.‖
46

  Such a position, 

while surprising coming from a ―traditional, conservative‖ source, allows for the adoption of a 

calendar which changes the current weekly cycle.  As so eloquently stated by Rabbi Weitz: 

Rabbinic Judaism ever permitted infringement of any or all rituals or laws, 

affecting even the Day of Atonement, if it meant salvation of life.  If manifold 

revisions can be cited in the past, not for convenience but for necessity, it may 

well be within the spirit of the ―liberal interpretation‖ of our ―constitution‖ for 

Religion-and-Culture, Judaism, to think through anew the problem of double-day 

Sabbaths every week (to insure Saturday for the Jew and Sunday for the 

Christian), lengthened Jewish festivals every season, and an improved world 

calendation in the form of a Year-End Day every year and a Leap-Year Day 

quadrennially.
47

 

Rejection, as well as acceptance, of The World Calendar crosses all religious boundaries.  Many 

people have assumed that the calendar is a dull subject, irrelevant to their personal self-interests.  

Nothing could be further from the truth.  Scripture is clear that the Sabbath contains the seal of 

Yahuwah God and is the sign of our loyalty to Him and His government.  The returning agitation 

for calendar reform brings with it an increased need for more light and truth.  ―Different periods 

in the history of the church have each been marked by the development of some special truth, 

adapted to the necessities of God’s people at that time . . . The Lord gives a special truth for the 

people in an emergency.  Who dare refuse to publish it?‖
48

   

The knowledge of the Biblical, luni-solar calendar is the ―special truth, adapted to the necessities 

of God’s people at [this] time.‖  When the church could not or would not see that the Sabbath by 

the Biblical calendar falls differently than by the pagan/papal calendar, they were unprepared to 

meet the emergency.  In mercy, Heaven held back the winds of strife and the agitation for 

calendar reform died out in the 1950s. 

It does not appear that it will die out this time.  The pope has made it clear that he wants to fix 

Easter permanently.  Most people do not understand just what that entails.  There are only three 

ways to ―fix‖ Easter: 
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1. Tie Easter to a specific date, regardless of the day of the week.  An example of this is 

Christmas, December 25, which can fall on any day of the week.   

The pope will not fix Easter this way, because ―Easter Sunday‖ is his main reason for changing 

the Biblical Sabbath to the ―Lord’s day‖ – to honor the day on which he claims Christ arose from 

the dead. 

2.  Tie Easter to a specific day, regardless of the date.  An example of this is 

Thanksgiving in the United States: it falls on the last Thursday of every November.   

This is not an option because this is the way Easter is tied to the calendar now: it is already tied 

to a specific day.  Because the date of Easter floats through the Gregorian calendar, most people 

do not understand how it is calculated.  Easter is tied to the vernal equinox (officially, March 

21.)  Therefore, it always falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after the vernal 

equinox.   

The first two methods of fixing Easter being exhausted leaves only one way: changing the entire 

calendar. An old proverb says: "He, who controls the calendar, controls the world." Anciently, 

computation of the calendar was the job of the priesthood. 

As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church, papist writers cite ―the very 

act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants allow of; . . . because 

by keeping Sunday, they acknowledge the church’s power to ordain feasts, and to 

command them under sin.‖
49

 

. . . The Roman Church has not relinquished her claim to supremacy; and when 

the world and the Protestant churches accept a Sabbath of her creating, while they 

reject the Bible Sabbath, they virtually admit this assumption.  They may claim 

the authority of tradition and of the Fathers for the change; but in so doing they 

ignore the very principle which separates them from Rome—that ―the Bible and 

the Bible only, is the religion of Protestants.‖  The papist can see that they are 

deceiving themselves, willingly closing their eyes to the facts in the case.  As the 

movement for Sunday enforcement gains favor, he rejoices, feeling assured that it 

will eventually bring the whole Protestant world under the banner of Rome.
50

  

It is true that the proposed World Calendar is much simpler and easier to use than the Gregorian 

calendar.  Many sincere people have worked and are working to promote what they believe will 

bring only good to the world.  However, they do not see where this movement will end.  If the 
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Catholic Church is not at the fore-front of this movement, it is because she sees that she does not 

need to be. 

Marvelous in her shrewdness and cunning is the Roman Church. She can read 

what is to be.  She bides her time, seeing that the Protestant churches are paying 

her homage in their acceptance of the false sabbath and that they are preparing to 

enforce it by the very means which she herself employed in bygone days. Those 

who reject the light of truth will yet seek the aid of this self-styled infallible 

power to exalt an institution that originated with her. How readily she will come 

to the help of Protestants in this work it is not difficult to conjecture. Who 

understands better than the papal leaders how to deal with those who are 

disobedient to the church?
51

   

On July 5, 1998, Pope John Paul II published the apostolic letter, Dies Domini.  At the time, it 

excited quite a bit of comment among sabbatarians who quickly 

perceived that it was a call for increased reverence for Sunday 

observance.  The letter included statements in favor of Sunday 

Legislation which made those who remembered history, uneasy.   

One aspect of the letter, however, that no one commented on was the 

passage that referred to Sunday as the eighth day.  Lacking an 

understanding of the Biblical calendar, as well as knowledge of The 

World Calendar, this part of the papal letter went unnoticed at the 

time:   

Sunday is not only the first day, it is also ―the eighth day‖, set within the 

sevenfold succession of days in a unique and transcendent position which evokes 

not only the beginning of time but also its end in "the age to come".
52

  

This is very curious wording.  No one knew what it meant when Dies Domini first came out.  

However, with an understanding of the principles of Biblical calendation, it now appears 

ominous.  On the Biblical calendar, every month began with a worship day: New Moon day, the 

1st of the new month.  The next day, the 2nd of the month, was the first of the six work days.  

Consequently, the seventh-day Sabbath always fell on the 8th, the 15th, the 22nd and the 29th of 

the month.   
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The calendar for each month appeared thus:          

                                               1 

 2     3     4      5      6      7     8 

 9     10   11   12   13   14   15 

 16   17   18   19   20   21   22    

 23   24   25   26   27   28   29 

(30) 

The World Calendar bears a striking resemblance to the Biblical Calendar, so far as the dates of 

the worship days are concerned.  On The World Calendar, each year and each quarter begins on 

Sunday.  Therefore, the calendar for the months of January, April, July and October all appears 

like this: 

1     2     3     4     5      6      7 

8     9     10   11   12   13   14 

15   16   17   18   19   20   21 

22   23   24   25   26   27   28 

29   30   31 

In both calendars, the respective worship days fall on the 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th days of 

the month.  Another similarity is the translation day at the end of the luni-solar month.  It has its 

counterpart in World Day, the last day of the year on the reformed calendar, which is not counted 

as a day of the week nor given a date (i.e., a number.) 

Seventh-day Adventists have long believed and taught that the final show-down between the 

people of God and Babylon (a term used in Revelation to symbolize false religion) would be 

over the true Sabbath versus a false day of rest.  They assumed that this was a battle between 

Saturday versus Sunday.  Now a much larger confrontation is emerging.  It is a war between 

God’s luni-solar calendation and the calendar system that has passed from Babylon and Egypt to 

pagan Rome and on down to the papacy.  The calendar used for worship reveals on which side of 

the conflict you stand. 

True Calendar Reform 

Calendar reform is needed.  However, rather than changing the papal (Gregorian) calendar into 

some new form, the true calendar of the Creator needs to be restored to those who desire to 

worship Him.  Scripture declares:  

Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you throughout 

your generations; that ye may know that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you.  

Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you . . . Six days may work 
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be done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath of rest, holy to the LORD: whosoever 

doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.
53

 

It is imperative that all have an intelligent knowledge of these vital issues.  Counterfeit worship 

requires a counterfeit calendar and Satan is well-prepared to confuse minds with an array of false 

methods of time-keeping.  The modern week in use today, which would be carried over to The 

World Calendar, is founded on paganism: 

This planetary week was paganism’s counterfeit of the true, Biblical week 

instituted by the Creator in the beginning of Earth’s history.  . . . Just as the true 

Sabbath is inseparably linked with the Biblical week, so the false Sabbath of 

pagan origin needed a weekly cycle.  Thus we have found that the two counterfeit 

institutions were linked together . . . The enforcement [at the Council of Nicæa in 

321 A.D.] of the weekly observance of Sunday gave official recognition to the 

week of seven days and resulted in the introduction of it into the official civil 

calendar of 

Rome.  The 

Romans 

passed that 

calendar down 

to us, and in it 

we have still 

the ancient 

planetary titles 

of the days of 

the week.
54

 

The calendar reform needed today is a return to true, Biblical time-keeping.  Sabbath reform 

necessitates calendar reform. 

The work of Sabbath reform to be accomplished in the last days is foretold in the 

prophecy of Isaiah: ―Thus saith the Lord, Keep ye judgment, and do justice; for 

my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. Blessed is the 

man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the 

Sabbath from polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil.‖  ―The sons 

of the stranger, that join themselves to the Lord, to serve him, and to love the 

name of the Lord, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the Sabbath from 

polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant; even them will I bring to my holy 

mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer.‖ [Isaiah 56:1, 2, 6, 7.]  
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These words apply in the Christian age, as is shown by the context: ―The Lord 

God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith, Yet will I gather others to him, 

beside those that are gathered unto him.‖  [Isaiah 56:8.] Here is foreshadowed the 

gathering in of the Gentiles by the gospel. And upon those who then honor the 

Sabbath, a blessing is pronounced. Thus the obligation of the fourth 

commandment extends past the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ, 

to the time when his servants should preach to all nations the message of glad 

tidings.  

The Lord commands by the same prophet, ―Bind up the testimony, seal the law 

among my disciples.‖  [Isaiah 8:16.] The seal of God’s law is found in the fourth 

commandment. This only, of all ten, brings to view both the name and the title of  

the Lawgiver. It declares him to be the Creator of the heavens and the earth, and 

thus shows his claim to reverence and worship above all others. Aside from this 

precept, there is nothing in the decalogue to show by whose authority the law is 

given. When the Sabbath was changed by the papal power, the seal was taken 

from the law. The disciples of Jesus are called upon to restore it, by exalting the 

Sabbath of the fourth commandment to its rightful position as the Creator’s 

memorial and the sign of his authority.  

―To the law and to the testimony.‖ While conflicting doctrines and theories 

abound, the law of God is the one unerring rule by which all opinions, doctrines, 

and theories are to be tested. Says the prophet, ―If they speak not according to this 

word, it is because there is no light in them. [Isaiah 8:20.] 

Again, the command is given, ―Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 

trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their 

sins.‖ It is not the wicked world, but those whom the Lord designates as ―my 

people,‖ that are to be reproved for their transgressions. He declares further, ―Yet 

they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did 

righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God.‖ [Isaiah 58:1, 2.] Here 

is brought to view a class who think themselves righteous, and appear to manifest 

great interest in the service of God; but the stern and solemn rebuke of the 

Searcher of hearts proves them to be trampling upon the divine precepts.  
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The prophet thus points out the ordinance which has been forsaken: ―Thou shalt 

raise up the foundations of many generations; and thou shalt be called, The 

repairer of the breach, The 

restorer of paths to dwell in. If 

thou turn away thy foot from 

the Sabbath, from doing thy 

pleasure on my holy day; and 

call the Sabbath a delight, the 

holy of the Lord, honorable; 

and shalt honor him, not  

doing thine own ways, nor 

finding thine own pleasure, nor 

speaking thine own words; then 

shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord.‖ [Isaiah 58:12,13.] This prophecy also 

applies in our time. The breach was made in the law of God when the Sabbath 

was changed by the Romish power. But the time has come for that divine 

institution to be restored. The breach is to be repaired, and the foundation of many 

generations to be raised up.  

Hallowed by the Creator’s rest and blessing, the Sabbath was kept by Adam in his 

innocence in holy Eden; by Adam, fallen yet repentant, when he was driven from 

his happy estate. It was kept by all the patriarchs, from Abel to righteous Noah, to 

Abraham, to Jacob. When the chosen people were in bondage in Egypt, many, in 

the midst of prevailing idolatry, lost their knowledge of God’s law; but when the 

Lord delivered Israel, He proclaimed His law in awful grandeur to the assembled 

multitude, that they might know His will, and fear and obey Him forever.  

From that day to the present, the knowledge of God’s law has been preserved in 

the earth, and the Sabbath of the fourth commandment has been kept. Though the 

―man of sin‖ succeeded in trampling under foot God’s holy day, yet even in the 

period of his supremacy there were, hidden in secret places, faithful souls who 

paid it honor. Since the Reformation, there have been some in every generation to 

maintain its observance. Though often in the midst of reproach and persecution, a 

constant testimony has been borne to the perpetuity of the law of God, and the 

sacred obligation of the creation Sabbath.  

These truths, as presented in Revelation 14, in connection with the ―everlasting 

gospel,‖ will distinguish the church of Christ at the time of his appearing. For as 

the result of the threefold message it is announced, "Here are they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus." And this message is the last to be 

given before the coming of the Lord. Immediately following its proclamation, the 

Son of man is seen by the prophet, coming in glory to reap the harvest of the 

earth.
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This is a subject that is equally unpopular with everyone.  It is an inconvenient truth. The 

Protestant Reformation began a process of restoring lost truths to honest hearted seekers. The 

first step in Sabbath reform was to discover that Sunday was not the Bible Sabbath as many had 

believed. 

As the attention of the people was called to the subject of Sabbath reform, popular 

ministers perverted the Word of God, placing such interpretations upon its 

testimony as would best quiet inquiring minds. And those who did not search the 

Scriptures for themselves were content to accept conclusions that were in 

accordance with their desires. By argument, sophistry, the traditions of the 

Fathers, and the authority of the church, many endeavored to overthrow the truth. 

Its advocates were driven to their Bibles to defend the validity of the fourth 

commandment. Humble men, armed with the Word of truth alone, withstood the 

attacks of men of learning, who, with surprise and anger, found their eloquent 

sophistry powerless against the simple, straightforward reasoning of men who 

were versed in the Scriptures rather than in the subtleties of the schools 

In the absence of Bible testimony in their favor, many with unwearying 

persistence urged,--forgetting how the same reasoning had been employed against 

Christ and his apostles,--―Why do not our great men understand this Sabbath 

question? But few believe as you do. It cannot be that you are right, and that all 

the men of learning in the world are wrong.‖  

To refute such arguments it was needful only to cite the teachings of the 

Scriptures and the history of the Lord’s dealings with his people in all ages. God 

works through those who hear and obey his voice, those who will, if need be, 

speak unpalatable truths, those who do not 

fear to reprove popular sins. The reason why 

He does not oftener choose men of learning 

and high position to lead out in reform 

movements is that they trust to their creeds, 

theories, and theological systems, and feel no 

need to be taught of God. Only those who have 

a personal connection with the Source of 

wisdom are able to understand or explain the 

Scriptures. Men who have little of the learning of the schools are sometimes 

called to declare the truth, not because they are unlearned, but because they are 

not too self-sufficient to be taught of God. They learn in the school of Christ, and 

their humility and obedience make them great. In committing to them a 

knowledge of His truth, God confers upon them an honor, in comparison with 

which earthly honor and human greatness sink into insignificance.
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The next step in the restoration of truth is the knowledge that Saturday is no more the Biblical 

Sabbath than Sunday.  To worship on the Sabbath, the Biblical calendar must be used to find that 
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day.  This truth must be shared with the world so that all who desire a knowledge of the truth 

will not be left in ignorance. 

Now, as in former ages, the presentation of a truth that reproves the sins and 

errors of the times, will excite opposition. ―Every one that doeth evil hateth the 

light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.‖  [John 3:20.] 

As men see that they cannot maintain their position by the Scriptures, many 

determine to maintain it at all hazards, and with a malicious spirit they assail the 

character and motives of those who stand in defense of unpopular truth. It is the 

same policy which has been pursued in all ages. Elijah was declared to be a 

troubler of Israel, Jeremiah a traitor, Paul a polluter of the temple. From that day 

to this, those who would be loyal to truth have been denounced as seditious, 

heretical, or schismatic. Multitudes who are too unbelieving to accept the sure 

word of prophecy, will receive with unquestioning credulity an accusation against 

those who dare to reprove fashionable sins. This spirit will increase more and 

more. And the Bible plainly teaches that a time is approaching when the laws of 

the State shall so conflict with the law of God that whoever would obey all the 

divine precepts must brave reproach and punishment as an evil-doer.  

And in view of this, what is the duty of the messenger of truth? Shall he conclude 

that the truth ought not to be presented, since often its only effect is to arouse men 

to evade or resist its claims? No; he has no more reason for withholding the 

testimony of God’s Word, because it excites opposition, than had earlier 

reformers. The confession of faith made by saints and martyrs was recorded for 

the benefit of succeeding generations. Those living examples of holiness and 

steadfast integrity have come down to inspire courage in those who are now 

called to stand as witnesses for God. They received grace and truth, not for 

themselves alone, but that, through them, the knowledge of God might enlighten 

the earth. Has God given light to His servants in this generation? Then they 

should let it shine forth to the world.  

Anciently the Lord declared to one who spoke in his name, ―The house of Israel 

will not hearken unto thee; for they will not hearken unto me.‖ Nevertheless He 

said, ―Thou shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether 

they will forbear.‖ [Ezekial 3:7; 2:7.] To the servant of God at this time is the 

command addressed, ―Lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show My people their 

transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.‖ 

So far as his opportunities extend, every one who has received the light of truth is 

under the same solemn and fearful responsibility as was the prophet of Israel, to 

whom the word of the Lord came, saying: ―Son of man, I have set thee a 

watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear the word at my 

mouth, and warn them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou 

shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that 

wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 

Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn 
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from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul.‖ 

[Ezekial 33:7-9.] 

The great obstacle both to the acceptance and to the promulgation of truth, is the 

fact that it involves inconvenience and reproach. This is the only argument against 

the truth which its advocates have never been able to refute. But this does not 

deter the true followers of Christ. These do not wait for truth to become popular. 

Being convinced of their duty, they deliberately accept the cross, with the apostle 

Paul counting that ―our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us 

a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;‖ [2 Corinthians 4:17] with one 

of old, ―esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in 

Egypt.‖ [Hebrews 11:26.]  

Whatever may be their profession, it is only those who are world-servers at heart 

that act from policy rather than principle in religious things. We should choose the 

right because it is right, and leave consequences with God. To men of principle, 

faith, and daring, the world is indebted for its great reforms. By such men the 

work of reform for this time must be carried forward. 

Thus saith the Lord: ―Hearken unto Me, ye that know righteousness, the people in 

whose heart is My law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of 

their revilings. For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall 

eat them like wool; but My righteousness shall be forever, and My salvation from 

generation to generation.‖ [Isaiah 51:7, 8.]
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The entire great controversy between Christ and Satan is over worship.  This is a subject that 

concerns everyone living on the face of the planet.  Because the Creator has the right to decide 

when He shall be worshipped, the day on which you choose to worship is a sign of loyalty to 

your God/god.  Your day of worship reveals whether you are worshiping God the Creator or that 

power which was revealed in Daniel 7:25 as wanting to set himself up in opposition to God by 

thinking ―to change the calendar and the ordinance‖ (Daniel 7:25, Knox translation.)   

Yahuwah is again restoring to His people the truth about how His Sabbaths are to be calculated.  

His seal is found in the Sabbath, because the fourth commandment is the only one of all ten that 

contains His name and position as Creator.  The seal of God was presented to John the Revelator 

as the very name of Yahuwah being written in the foreheads of the saints: ―And I looked, and, lo, 

a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his 

Father’s name written in their foreheads.‖
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  ―All who enter [Heaven] will have on the robe of 

Christ’s righteousness, and the name of God will be seen in their foreheads.  This name is the 

symbol which the apostle saw in vision, and signifies the yielding of the mind to intelligent and 

loyal obedience to all of Godôs commandments.‖
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There is a need for calendar reform.  Those who love their Creator should restore His calendar 

and honor Him by worshipping Him on the true seventh-day Sabbath of the Biblical calendar.  

Will you choose to yield your mind in ―intelligent and loyal obedience to all of God’s 

commandments‖? 

 

 

 

 


