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TI medbs Greatest cons
The nConti nuous Wee

ssumptions are dangerous, particularly when they are made in the realm of religion. If a

bel i ef i's based on a faulty assumption,

Christianswho worship on Sunday base this practice on the belief that Christ arose
from the tomb on Sunday. Jews and Christians who worship on Saturday do so because it is the
seventh day of the week. Both parties base their belief, and thus their practice, on an
assumption.

The assumption is that because the progression of days was not changed at the time the Julian
calendar transitioned to the Gregorian, the modern week is identical to the Biblical week.
Therefore, t he Al ogi c alndeedthecBlible Sabloath @and Senday i at S
the day on which Christ arose from the grave. The facts of the Julian calendar itself, however,
prove this assumption is false.

A well-known adage is that those who forget history are doomed to repeat the mddtakes
history. Likewise, those who have never learned the factsalehdar history have built an

entire belief structure on a faulty foundation: the assumption that weeks have cycled
continuously and without interruption ever since Creation. It is of witglortance toall,
regardless of their religion, to study the history of the Julian calendar. Assembling the missing
puzzle pieces of historical fact reveals when a continuous weekly cycle of seven days became the
standard measurement of tiin@nd it wa not at Creation.

Julian Calendar Established

The calendar of the Roman Republic was based on lunar phases. Pagan Roman priests, called
pontiffs, were responsible for regulating the calendar. Becauseah#ffs could also hold

political office, it povided opportunity for abuse. Intercalatingn extra month could keep
favored politicians in office longemvhile notintercalating when necessary could shorten the
terms of political opponents.

! Intercalation: inserting extra days or months to align the shorter lunar year to the longer solar year.
Because intercalation was thought to b<0lBQ)tHeuckyo, dur
priests hesitated to make changes, thus throwing the calendar slightly off the seasons.
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By the time of Julius Caesar, months were completelyobatignment with the seasons. Julius
Caesar exercised his righas pontifexmaximug (high priest) and reformed what had become a
cumbersome and inaccurate caleridar.

In the mid1® century B.C. Julius Caesar invited Sosigenes, an Alexandrian
astronomer,to advise him about the reform of the calendar, and Sosigenes
decided that the only practical step was to abandon the lunar calendar altogether.
Months must be arranged on a seasonal basis, and a tropical (solar) year was used,
as in the Egyptian calenda. . °

Notice that Sosigenesd bi wnaicalendatioa:it i on was an

The great difficulty facing any [calendar] reformer was that there seemed to be no
way of effecting a change that would still allow the months to remain in stbp wit
the phases of the Moon and the year with the seasbwas necessary to make a
fundamental break with traditional reckonirtgp devise an efficient seasonal
calendar’

To bring the new calendar into alignment with the seasons required adding amnatl@di days

to the year. This was done in 8%, creating a year of 445 days
commonly called by chronologists the year of confusion; but by Macrobius, more fitly, the last
year of ’cThefirstpmizle piecedin edtishing the truth of the calendar, is to realize

that the Julian week of 4B.c, did not look like the Julian week when Pope Gregory Xlll
modified it, and thuglid not look like the modern Gregorian week of toddis is the first
assumption made by tioJewsand Christians, regardless of the day on which they worship.

The Julian calendar, like the calendar of the Republic before it, originally had ardaygtycle.

2 Julius Ceesar had been elected pontifex maximusin63B.C. ( James Evans, AiCal endars ar
R e ¢ k o nThenHjstory and Practice of Ancient Astronomy, Oxford University Press, 1998, p. 165.)
]fiPontifex Maximusd is now a titl everyaspmpriateasthex cl usi vel

Gregorian calendar now in use is both pagan and papal, being founded upon the pagan Julian calendar
and modified by, and named after, a pope.

* In order to declare an intercalation, the pontifex maximus had to be in Rome in February. Because
Julius Ceesar was involved in various wars, there had been only one intercalation declared since he took
office. In a letter to Atticus, dated February 13, 50 B.C., Cicero complained that he still did not know
whether there was to be an intercalation later in the month.

*iThe Jul i aEnc@lapeediaRti@micad

® Ibid., emphasis supplied.

" A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, William Smith LL.D., William Wayte, M.A., George E.
Marindin, M.A., eds., London, William Clowes and Sons, Ltd., 1890, Vol. |, p. 344. Digitized by Google.
® This assumption is not shared by scholars. Jews admit that the rabbinical calendar now used is not the
calendar of Moses, and Christian scholars acknowledge that the Biblical calendar operated differently.
Some also admit that when the seventh-day Sabbath is calculated on the Biblical calendar it will not
coincide with Saturday.



The Roman eightlay week was known asternundinum tempusr At he per i od
betweenimth-d ay affairs. o (This term must be wun
the ancient Roman mathematical practice of inclusive counting, whereby the first

day of a cycle would also be counted as the last day of the precedingd)cyftie.

Ani-cha yw adroura which this week revolved was thendinag a periodic

market day that was held regularly every eight dys.

Early Julian calendars were not constructed in grids as are modern calendars, but the dates were
listed in columns, with the days of the weeksignated by the letters A through'H.For

example, January started with day AAO0 and wol
with the | ast day of the month being day AE. 0
had a continuous weektyy c | e . Because January ended on da
Li kewi se, February ending on day AAO0O started

A k*? Jan F k Feb B k Mar

B G C
C H D
D A E
E, etc. B, etc. F, etc.

Following is a reconstructidhof the Fasi Antiates the only known preulian calendar still in
existenc'dat i ng from the 60s B.C. found at the sit

J.P. V. D. Balsdon, Life and Leisure in Ancient Rome, (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1969) p. 59; P. Huvelin,
Essai Historique sur le Droit des Marcheés et des Foires (Paris: Aruthur Rousseau, 1897), p. 87; Ovid,
Fasti (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1951), p. 6; Alan E. Samuel, Greek and Roman
Chronology ( Muni c h: C. H. Beckdédsche Verl agbuchhandl ung, 19772
19 Eviatar Zerubavel, The Seven Day Circle: The History and Meaning of the Week, (University of Chicago
Press, 1985), p. 45.

1 Zerubavel, op.cit.,158; Balsdon, op.cit., p. 60; Francis H. Colson, The Week, (Cambridge, England:
Cambridge University Press, 1926), p. 4; W. Warde Fowler, The Roman Festivals of the Period of the
Republic (Port Washington, New York: Kennikat Press, 1969), p. 8; P. Huvelin, op.cit., p. 88; Alan E.
Samuel, op.cit., pp. 153-154; Ovid, op.cit.; Hutton Webster, Rest Days, (New York: MacMillan) p. 123; W.
E.van Wik, L e N o mb r(kEhe Hague Martinus Nijhoff, 1935), pp. 24-25.

'2 Kalendze: the first day of the month.

'3 palazzo Massimo Alle Terme, ed. Adriano La Regina, 1998.

4 For additional information, see The Calendar of the Roman Republic by A. K. Michels (Princeton,
1957).
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Fasti Antiates i reconstruction of the only known pre-Julian calendar in existence.

This calendar was painted @iaster with the letter A painted red to indicate the start of the

we ek . The months are arranged in 13 columns.
on day AEO. At the bottom of each column ar
daysin that month. The far right hand column is thé liBtercalary month. Additional letters

appear beside the wedhay letters. These indicated what sort of business could or could not be
conducted on that day.

All examples of Juliariasti, or calendes, date from the time of Augustd$63B.C.7 14A.D.) to

Tiberius (42B.C. T 37 A.D.) If the assumption is correct that Saturday is the Bible Sabbath
because the weekly cycle was not interrupted at the calendar change from Julian to Gregorian,
than thisshould be easily proven from the early Julian calendars still in existence. An example
of a Julianfastiis preserved on these stone fragments and provides the second, confirming piece
of the puzzle in establishing the truth of calendar history. Thbt-dmy week is clearly
discernible on them verifying that the eigldy week was still in use by the Romans during and
immediately following the life of Christ.

'* Augustus Ceesar, first Roman Emperor, is mentioned in the Bible. His levy of a tax led Mary and
Joseph to Bethlehem just in time for the birth of Christ. (See Luke 2:1.) Because of the Roman method
of counting inclusively, leap years were intercalated every three years initially. To reconcile the additional
time, Augustus decreed that no years were to be intercalated from 8 B.C. to 8 A.D. The eighth month was
renamed August in his honor.
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It is important to remember that the Biblical week as an individual unit of time defined in
Genesis 1, consisted of only seven days: six working days followed by a Sabbath resasin the
day of the week. The eighiay cycle of the Julian calendasmas in use at the time of Christ.
However, the Israelites would not have kept the sevdathSabath on thesightday weekly

cycle of the Julian calendar. This would have been idolatry to tlesmn when the Julian week
shortened to seven days, it still did not conform to the weekly cycle of the Biblical week nor did
it resemble the modern weekuse today.

Sevenday Planetary week

The decline of the eighday Roman week was caused by two factors: A) the expansion of the
Roman Empir& which exposed the Romans to other religions and led, in turn, to B) the rise of
the cult of Mithras.” The role Mthraism played in restructuring the Julian week is significant
for it was a strong competitor of early Christiariity.

It seems as if some spiritual genius having control over the pagan world had so
ordered things that the heathen planetary week shouidtioeluced just at the
right time for the most popular Sun cult of all ages to come along and exalt the

Zerubavel op.cit., p. 46; Huvelin, op.cit., pp. 97-98.

"R. L. Odom, Sunday in Roman Paganism, (TEACH Services, Inc., 2003; original copyright: Review and
Herald Publishing Association, 1944), p. 157.

'8 Many of the most important elements of Christianity have a counterpart in Mithraism. Christianity has
been called a plagiarized version of Mithraism. Those seeking to discredit Christianity often point to the
similarities between the two religions.



day of the Sun as a day above and more sacred than all the rest. Surely this was
not accidentat?

Under these two factors, the Julian week begameudeslong evolutionary process that ended

in the week as it is known today. Thdginal sevenday planetary week is the third and final
piece of the puzzle proving that Saturday is not the Bible Sabbath, nor Sunday the first day of the
Biblical week. This transformation took several hundred years. Franz Cumont, widely
considered to be a great authority on Mithraism, links the acceptance of thedagweraek by
Europeans to the popularity of Mithraism in pagan Rome:

It is not to be doubted that tigffusion of the Iranian [Persian] mysteries has had

a considerable part in the general adoption, by the pagans, of the week with the
Sunday as a holy day. The names which we employ, unawares, for the other six
days, came into use at the same time thahddism won its followers in the
provinces in the West, and one is not rash in establishing a relation of coincidence
between its triumph and that concomitant phenoméhon.

In Astrology and Religion Among the Greeks and Ron@msiont further emphasizestpagan
origins and recent adoption of a seaday week with its holy day being Sunday:

A T h e-enpnenee assigned to tltkes Solis[day of the Sun] also certainly
contributed to the general recognition of Sunday as a holiday. This is connected
with a nore important fact, namely, the adoption of the week by all the European
nations®*

The immense significance of this for Christians is found in the fact that Sunday cannot be the
day on which Christ arose from the dead, bec&uselay did not exist in thilian calendar of

Chr i st NoscadSatyurday be the Biblical sevedtly Sabbath because the pagan planetary
week originallypbeganon Saturday.

The following drawing of a stick calendar found at the Baths of Titus (constracied91 81)

provids further proof that neither the Biblical
ever be found using the Julian calendar. The center circle contains the 12 signs of the zodiac,
corresponding to the 12 months of the year. The Roman numerhss lefttand right columns
indicate the days of the month. Across the top of the stick calendar appear the seven planetary
gods of the pagan Romans.

2 Odom, op.cit.

0 Franz Cumont, Textes et Monumnets Figures Relatifs aux Mysteres de Mithra, Vol. I, p. 112, as quoted
in ibid, p. 156.

*l page 163
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Saturday, (odies Saturnii the day of Saturn)

was the veryfirst day of the week, not the
seventh. Aghe god of agriculture, he can bg
seen in this preéminent position of importancg
holding his symbol, a sickle. Next, on thg

second day of the pagan planetary week, is sepmin g‘ff;':l':
the sun god with rays of light emanating fron} s ’*l\ u oot
his head. Sunday was originallyetfecondday | ® vu A Xx11 o

_ e vui -; o xXXxiine
of the planetary week and was knowndiss | § %" — xve
Solis. The third day of the week wales Lunae | o xh Xxvite

. ® Xt

(day of the Mooni Monday). The moon | § zM Xxwmue

goddess is shown wearing the horned cresc - Roman Stick Calendar

moon as a diadem on her head. The rest of tne

gods follow in orderdies Martis(day of Mars);dies Mercurii(day of Mercury)dies Jovigday
of Jupiter); andlies Venerigday of Venus), the seventh day of the wé&ek.

When the use of the Julian calendar with its recently adopted pagan planetary week spread into
northernEurope, the names of the dagges Martisthrough dies Veneriswvere replaced by

Teutonic god$® Mar s Day became Tiwds Day (Tuesday)
Day (Wednesday); Jupiterodos Day became Thoros
Fr i daydqEiday.f* The influence of the pagan astrological d@mes is still seen today.
Latin-based languages, such as Spanish, retain astrological names for Monday through Friday,
with the Christian influence being seen in their words for SunBaynfnggor Lor dds day)
Saturday $abad, or Sabbath.)

According to Rabanus Maurus.. 776-856), archbishop of Mainz, Germany, Pope Sylvester |
attempted to rename the days of the planetary week to correspond with the names of the Biblical
week: First Day(first feria), Second Day (second feria), &&adBe de, t he ANNGAer abl e

735) , renowned English monk and schol ar, al s
pagan names of the days of the week.DEnTemporibushe st at ed: fv&stet t he
ordered them to be called ferib, calling the
2iAstrology, paganized astronomy, assigned each of the
order of their supposed positions above the earth . . . Hence, if Saturn should have the lordship of the first

hour of the day, it would be called the day of Saturn
to Mars, the first hour of the following day would belong to the Sun, the next planetary god in the order.

ThismakestheSun t he | ord of that day, so that it is called

How Did Sunday Get Its Name? (Nashville, Tennessee: Southern Publishing Assoc., 1972), p. 10 & 11.
® Ibid., p. 5.
3. Bosworth a rFig-digd ANAngloFSeston Rictionaryfil898, p. 337, made available by
the Germanic Lexicon Project; Odom, How Did Sunday Get lts Name? op.cit. See al so AFridayo i
We b s t New Brsversal Unabridged Dictionary, 2" edition, 1983.
® See Rabanus Maurus, De Clericorum Institratione, Book 2, ch. 46, in J. P. Migne, Patrologia Latina.
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who named [them] the first of the we®®Kkhe the :
astrological names, however, were too deeply ingrainafile the official terminology of the

Roman Catholic Church remains Lordbés Day, Sec
in whole or in part to planetary names for the days.

The astrological influence is obviously even more pronounced arouridritpes

of the Roman Empire, where Christianity arrived only much later. English,
Dutch, Breton, Welsh, and Cornish, which are the only European languages to
have preserved to this day the original planetary names of all the seven days of
the week, are hkpoken in areas that were free of any Christian influence during
the first centuries of our era, when the astrological week was spreading
throughout the Empir€.

AThe wecclesiastical style of naming the weel
Portuguese who alone use the terBegunda Feriz t € . 0

The fact that both the Julian calendar and the pagan planetary week have been accepted for use
by Christians reveals an amalgamation of Christianity with paganism of which the apostle Paul
warned when harrote:

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now leftetfill let,

until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the
brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan
with all power and signhs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the
truth, that they might be gad. And for this cause God shall send them strong
delusion, that they should believe a lie; That they all might be dathméw
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteoughess.

The pagan planetary week, like the Julian calendar that adibptedreparably pagan.
Historical facts reveal that neither the Biblical Sabbath nor the Biblical First Day can be

% see Bede, Patrologia Latina, Vol. 90, op. cit.

2" Zerubavel, op.cit., p. 24.

“{ F e rdathotic, Encyclopedia, see Vol. 6 p. 43, or www.newadvent.org.

®fHLett et H doholdid@wh,p@ssessort o t ake possession of; fAThis word
of unrighteous men who restrain theTlheprkeaw Stfr dmqudsh by
Expanded Dictionary, Thomas Nelson Publ. 2001.) This is an appropriate word to communicate what

was done by the amalgamation of paganism with Christianity.

¥(#2929): To divide or separate; to make a distinction
j udgméidy o (

LI Thess. 2:7-11

12



found using the modern calendar. If it is important to worship on a specific day, than it is
also important to know which calendar toeuand when the change in calendation
occurred.

13



This small silver statuette of the Gallo-Roman goddess, Tutela, is intriguing. The goddess is
shown holding a patera (libation dish) and positioned between her wings are seven planetary
gods: Saturn, sol (sun), Luna (moon), Mars, Mercry, Jupiter and Venus. In her left hand she holds
a double cornucopia with busts of Diana and Apollo; the two heads on her wings, just above her
crown, are Castor and Pollux (Kastor and Polydeukes). The statuette, discovered in south-
eastern France in 1764, is on display at the British Museum.

14



Changeling:
The Metamorphosis of Christian into
Pagan

The pagan names of the planetary week have been perpetuated in the calendar in
use among # sacalled Christian nations. Every time we look at the calendar we
have before us a constant reminder of the amalgamation of paganism and
Christianity that took place as a result of the great religious apostaiyat

Af alling away 0 tlé Raulevhiah bodurrddyn the bady canpuries

of the Christian church and made the modern Babel of conflicting sects and
creeds which profess the name of Chfst

t is understandable, though sad, that modern Christians assume the week as it in#agwn t
has cycled continuously and without interruption ever since Creation: the entire world has
been united in using the Gregorian calendar for 60 years while the western world accepted
the Julian calendar over 1,000 years ago! Howegegranceof truth does not change whest
truth; as God sadly observed in Hosea 4: 6: A M
is the responsibility of every individual to search out for themselves what is truth and live their
lives by that knowledge.

The amayamation of Christianity with paganism in the form of Mithraism was a process that
took several hundred years. Once the process was complete, the true Sabbath"bf the 4
commandment was lost under the assumption that the modern form of the planetahatveek
come down unchanged since creation. While references to new Christians still
clinging to pagan practices can be found in the New Testament, the biggest
change crept in over calendation methods. The solar Julian calendar with its
continuous weekly cye was very different from the lwsiolar calendar used

by the Jews and apostolic Christians. Conducting business with a society that
used a different method of tracking time was difficult. As early as the last part

Mithra. of the first c eredtthe mgvememt tpwaadtsubstiritingithei o n e e
Sunday observance fo* the Sabbath obse

%2 0dom, Sunday in Roman Paganism, (TEACH Services, Inc., 2003), p. 202.

% Zerubavel, The Seven Day Circle, (University of Chicago Press, 1985), p. 22; Ignatius, Epistle to the
Magnesians (The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Grand Rapids, Michigan: W. B. Eerdmans, 1956, James
Donaldson and Alexander Roberts, eds., Vol. 1, pp. 59-65.)
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The Christians in Rome were among the first to begin worshipping by the Julian rather than the
Biblical calendar. This created confusion among the pagans. Amond75178, Celsus, a

Roman philosopher and Stoic, wroen the True Doctrine: A Discourse Against the
Christians®* Thi s was a powerful denunciation of Ch
comparatively little of the bitterness which characterizedmo s t pagai shé] att
nevertheless mocked Christians for copying th
the Christian in a very unfavorabl® 1ight in

Whil e no copi es o fmuCheofitsvassgbotedio a rkasss/é¢ wotk by Qgigem, s t
Contra Celsum.One quote in particular is fascinating because of its reference to Mithraism and
the planetary god¥. It is interesting to note, too, that Origen did not try to refute any parallels
Celsusdrew between Christianity and Mithraism, but instead simply sought to evade the
charges®

The extent to which some Christians were embracing pagan practices confused many of the
pagan Romans. Tertullian (c. 28@5), an early Christian writer, wrote afdnse of Christians

which reveals the process then taking place with some Christians worshipping on Sunday, others
on Saturday, still others clinging to the Biblical (lunar calculated) Sabbath. His statements
clearly reveal that Christiaead been mistlken for Mithraists:

Others, certainly more cultured, think the Sun is the god of the Christians, because
it is known that we pray toward the east and make a festivity upon the day of the
Sun. Do you do less? Do not most of you, in affectation of waqostgpthe
heavenly bodies, at times move your lips toward the sun rising. You certainly are
the ones who also received the Sun into the register of the seven days, and from
among the days preferred it . *°. .

It is easy to see how Christians worshipporg Sunday would be confused with pagans. The
similarities between Christ and Mithra include:
T Both claimed to be mankindds savior
Virgin birth, attended by shepherds
Traveling teacher; taught morality
Twelve followers
Miracles

= =4 =4 4

% See On the True Doctrine, translated by R. Joseph Hoffman, Oxford University Press, 1987.
®HCel sus t h €athblic EncyclopedimtNewAdvent.org.
% Odom, op. cit., p. 54.
2; Origen, Against Celsus, book 6, chapter 22 in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 4, p. 583.

Ibid.
% Tertullian, Ad Nationes, Book 1, Chapter 13 in J. P. Migne, Patrologia Latina, Volume 1, columns 369-
372, as quoted in Odom, op.cit., p. 111.
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Birthdate on December 5

Sacificed self for world peace

Buried in a tomb; resurrected the third day

Mankindds savior

Known as the Good Shepherd and Light of the World; considered the Way, the
Truth and the Life

1 Believers promised immortality

= =4 -4 -4 -

When Christians also adopted the Juleadendar for worship, the pagans could see little
difference between Christianity and their own Mithraism, other than the Christian refusal to burn
incense to the emperor, which was viewed as treason. Another quote by Tertullian is very
significant, agaimrevealing the differing practices among Christians, with some worshipping on
Sunday, others on Saturday which he shows todeviationfrom Jewish practice (the apostolic
Christians at this time were still keeping the Sabbath by the Biblical calendar):

We shall be taken for Persians [Mithraists], perhaps . . . The reason for this, |
suppose, is that it is known that we pray towards the east . . . Likewise, if we
devote the day of the Sun to festivity (from a far different reason from Sun
worship), we a& in a second place from those who devote the day of Saturn,
themselves also deviating by way of a Jewish custom of which they are ighorant.

This quote is fascinating because it affirms that worship on Saturday was itself a deviation from
the Jewish cusim of worship on Sabbath by the original calendar.

Do not assume that becausemeChristians accepted pagan calendation and practices that the
change occurred without protest from other Christians. Apostolic Christians, those who strictly
adhered to théeachings of the apostles and their immediate spiritual descendants, were greatly
upset at what they saw as pagan apostasy creeping into the church. The prejudice against
Christians was extr eme. | n f a Apolpgdiduh,@astbai n t h
defend Christianity against the unreasonable treatment of Christians by the pagans.

Tertullian, gifted with a biting wit and with great relish for irony, points out the inconsistent
treatment of Christians versus common criminals by the straggs? Whereas a common
criminal was tortured until he confessed to a crime, Christians who confessed to being
AChristianod we rdenietito WhilaiChestiansuwere actused d¢f Btyal incest and
eating babies, such charges had neven peeved. Furthermore, Tertullian wryly observed, the

““While Christ was not born on Dec. rth@a§forthe Messiah.mai ns Chr i
* Tertullian, Ad Nationes, Book 1, Chapter 13 in J. P. Migne, Patrologia Latina, Volume 1, columns 369-

372, as quoted in Odom, op.cit., p. 167, emphasis supplied.

*2 For further research, see www.tertullian.org.
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pagans (whavould abandon unwanted children) screwed around so much that incest for them

was an inevitable if unknown occurrence!

It is not for Christians today to judge those who lived through edrpensecution in the past.
However, it should be understood that paganism made inroads into Christendom only under
extreme protest and through the blood of martysosewho refused to drop a pinch of incense

in honor

of t he

fi d i be forced do hadnaghandfu of incemsel hixed with t e n

burning coals. If the burning mixture was dropped out of reflex or if it fell only after the fingers
were burned off, the pagans would rejoice that proper honor had been given the &inperor.

Christianswere also expected to offer a pinch

of i ncense to the other R

the planets on their respective days was a part
of the worship of ®th

e h

Some modern theologians a

when the seventtlay Sabbath is calatied by
the Biblical calendar, it will fall differentlybut

all God requires of us is to keep the seventh
day Sabbath by whatever calendar society
uses. O Such a belief
knowledge of the issues at stake. The
planetary week with # seven astrological
gods was clearly seen by apostolic Christians
to be linked to demon worship. Scripture is
adamant that the rites of paganism are nothing

but devi | wor ship: ABut I

which the Gentiles [pagans] sacrifice, they
sacriice to devils, and not to God: and | would
not that ye should have fellowship with
devil s. o

The abovallustratior®® is foundin Tortures and Torments of Christidiartyrs shows a martyr,
figure A, being forced to hold a handful of burning cdalsSThe @ pt i on r eads:
hand is filled with incense mingled with live coals, and who being constrained by the pain to

3 Antonio Gallonio, De SS. Martyrum Cruciatibus, 1591. Published in English: Tortures and Torments of

the Christian Martyrs,

(Fortune

faithful 0 an the gpprdval of §hédrRohan @atholic Church. Digitized by Google.

* Odom, op.cit., p. 158.
5| Corinthians 10:20

*® This illustration was a copper-plate engraving done by Antonio Tempesta of Firenza (Florence) taken
after the designs of Giovanni de Guerra of Modena, painter to Pope Sixtus V.
*" Gallonio, Tortures and Torments of the Christian Martyrs, op.cit., p. 138.
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Press, 1903), p. 143. The intent



